
     
 

    
  

 

           

 
   
         

                   

                 

           

              

          

          

 
 

   
              

              

          

            

          

                  

 

          

          

        

           

             

              

 

           

           

          

       

               

 

        

                 

         

          

        

        

                 

    

School District of Springfield Township 

Springfield Township Middle School 
Course Overview 

Course Name: ILA 8 (Gifted Support) Grade Level: 8 

Unit Titles 
Unit 1: Autobiography/Biography Letters Project and Autobiographical Incident 

Unit 2: “A Dream Deferred”~ A Study of Lorraine Hansberry’s play A Raisin in the Sun and the 

exploration of poetry 

Unit 3: Animal Farm: A Study of Power and Corruption 

Unit 4: Fahrenheit 451: A Study of Censorship and Media’s Influence on Society 

Unit 5: Othello: A Study of Appearance and Reality 

Unit 6: Research Paper: Persuasive Essay and Debate 

Essential Questions 
1. How much of our sense of self is shaped by our life experiences? 

2. How does an author’s bias shape the way an audience views a piece? 

3. When should authors intentionally use bias in their pieces? 

4. How much responsibility does an author have in presenting accurate information? 

5. Are hopes and dreams motivating forces in people’s lives? 

6. Is it important to support the dreams of others even if you do not support or understand 

them? 

7. How is one’s sense of self influenced by others? 

8. Is assimilationism a natural progression towards establishing one’s identity? 

9. What can interfere with truly understanding oneself? 

10. How can one know that one’s self identity is accurate? 

11. How do factors such as imagined/intended audience, type of writing (poetry, drama, non-

fiction story, fiction story), and author’s intent influence the way in which we express 

ourselves? 

12. How does drafting and revising help with the communication process? 

13. How does poetic form influence the meaning of a poem? 

14. How can poets achieve maximum impact on their audience? 

15. How does poetry relate to truth? 

16. History and literature: Can our understanding of one be improved by the study of 

another? 

17. Is persuasion a rational or irrational force? 

18. What is the difference between things that happen to us and things that we make happen? 

19. What is the relationship between “fiction” and “truth”? 

20. How can we determine when we are being manipulated? 

21. How can we tell what is real? 

22. How do we decide who to trust? 

23. Why are some people more willing to accept the way things appear to be rather than 

what they really are? 



           

             

      

          

               

  

            

              

          

            

         

             

               

   

           

               

 

 

                                          

                  

               

         

                

               

   

              

              

  

        

 

          

 

           

           

             

          

             

      

          

            

             

    

             

          

        

          

24. How do emotions such as love and jealousy influence people? 

25. How is one’s sense of self influenced by how others see him/her? 

26. Why is reputation so important? 

27. How do our perceptions of friendship drive our actions? 

28. Are Shakespeare’s characters as believable to a modern audience as they were to an 

Elizabethan audience? 

29. How can comparison/contrast of literature translate to comparison/contrast in real life? 

30. How does an author’s bias shape the way an audience views a piece? 

31. When should authors intentionally use bias in their pieces? 

32. How much responsibility does an author have in presenting accurate information? 

33. How important is it to have reliable sources? 

34. Why is it important to properly cite information and protect intellectual property? 

35. How does our use and integration of technology help further our understanding of the 

content we learn? 

36. How can technology aid in collaboration with peers and teachers? 

37. How can the use of technology help us share information with a wider audience? 

Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings 

• The themes that we uncover in literature can be seen and applied in real life as well. 

• Placing the literature and non-fiction pieces that we read in historical context helps us 

gain a deeper understanding of character(s)’ and/or author’s motives. 

• Reading, writing, speaking and listening skills are essential for all areas of study and life. 

• A clear thesis statement and transition topic sentences are needed to make writing and 

oral presentations clear. 

• Using the writing process helps to make our writing/presentations as clear as possible. 

• Intellectual property must be acknowledged and we must always cite our research and/or 

visual aids. 

• The use of technology enhances our learning. 

Key Skills/Processes 

• Identify and apply the meaning of vocabulary words from context 

• Identify and apply synonyms and antonyms for selected vocabulary words 

• Define and apply changes in meaning of words using context clues 

• Make inferences and draw conclusions based on the text 

• Make inferences and draw conclusions about characters and plot based on information 

from selected quotations and passages 

• Describe and analyze relationships between characters through class discussion, 

collaborative learning activities, and individual analysis in the form of expository essays 

• Cite evidence from text to support generalizations in study questions, class discussions, 

quizzes, tests and papers 

• Identify and explain stated or implied main ideas and supporting details 

• Summarize the key details of each piece of text 

• Draw conclusions based on information from text 

• Identify stated main and supporting details from text 



         

                 

    

             

  

         

          

        

       

         

      

      

         

       

       

      

              

 

            

        

            

     

             

    

           

               

    

             

     

              

 

             

  

          

  

            

         

       

     

          

           

       

      

       

      

        

         

         

              

• Analyze intended purpose of text and word choice 

• Analyze the use of facts and opinions to construct a believable and detailed letter to and 

from a selected person 

• Analyze and interpret character actions, motives, and dialogue through close reading of 

selected passages 

• Apply the business letter format in constructing letters 

• Apply precise language and specific detail from the autobiography/biography 

• Apply relevant graphics for the letters container 

• Apply primary source within their letters 

• Speak using skills appropriate to formal speaking situations 

• Write a multi-paragraph narrative essay 

• Identify topic, task, and audience 

• Apply appropriate organizational methods within their narrative piece 

• Use relevant details about the incident 

• Utilize dialogue within their narrative piece 

• Evaluate and analyze model essays 

• Describe, analyze and evaluate the importance of the specific historical setting of works 

read 

• Analyze plot structure: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution 

• Interpret and analyze major themes in literature 

• Describe and analyze connections between literature and other works including film, 

poetry and short story 

• Identify and interpret figurative language and literary devices such as: simile, metaphor, 

imagery, irony, symbolism, foreshadowing 

• Evaluate how multiple characters relate to a specific theme 

• Integrate and explain how specific quotes from literature tie back to a character’s actions 

and the specific theme 

• Make inferences and draw conclusions about characters and plot based on information 

from selected quotations and passages 

• Identify and explain stated or implied main ideas and supporting details in specific 

passages 

• Analyze and interpret character actions, motives, and dialogue through close reading of 

selected passages 

• Explain relationships between characters through class discussion and collaborative 

learning activities 

• Apply comparison-contrast writing to a multi-paragraph essay which focuses on a self-

selective revolutionary song and “L’Internationale” (Song and Revolution project) 

• Apply precise language and specific detail 

• Evaluate cause and effect 

• Apply relevant graphics for the Song and Revolution project 

• Evaluate and apply primary and secondary sources in research 

• Gather relevant, valid research for topic 

• Evaluate the quality of research 

• Use traditional and electronic search tools 

• Take relevant notes on research 

• Develop a thesis statement based on research 

• Make inferences and draw conclusions based on research 

• Cite evidence from research to support generalizations 

• Identify and explain stated or implied main ideas and supporting details in research 



        

            

            

        

          

                  

  

           

               

   

               

          

      

           

        

            

        

        

            

       

           

                

  

 

   
         

             

     

 

                   

                  

            

         

            

 

 

           

           

       

    

 

              

        

   

 

 

 

 

• Summarize the key details of research 

• Paraphrase and correctly cite information relevant to their three main supports 

• Quote and correctly cite information relevant to their three main supports 

• Draw conclusions based on information from research 

• Identify stated main and supporting details from research 

• Analyze the use of facts and opinions to make a point or construct an argument in a 

persuasive essay 

• Identify and analyze bias and propaganda techniques in their research 

• Interpret graphics and charts and make connections between text and the content of the 

graphics and charts 

• Use correct MLA format to give formal credit to others’ ideas, images, or information 

• Include a clearly stated position in a thesis statement 

• Include convincing, properly cited evidence 

• Integrate quoted and paraphrased information from research with own ideas 

• Anticipate and counter reader arguments or concerns 

• Sustain unity and coherence within and between paragraphs using meaningful transitions 

• Establish topic and purpose in the introduction 

• Reiterate topic and purpose in the conclusion 

• Revise and edit writing for focus, content, organization, style and conventions 

• Evaluate and analyze model persuasive essays 

• Speak using skills appropriate to formal speaking situations (primarily debate) 

• Create a power point or other presentation to support a stance on a controversial issue 

Core Vocabulary 
Unit 1: Autobiography/Biography Letters Project and Autobiographical Incident 

showing versus telling, sensory details, dialogue, speaker tags, paragraph unity and coherence , 

metaphor, simile, personification 

Unit 2: “A Dream Deferred”~ A Study of Lorraine Hansberry’s play A Raisin in the Sun and the 

exploration of poetry 

epigraph, dialect, stage terminology, dialogue, simile, metaphor, imagery, allusion, symbolism, 

personification, alliteration, hyperbole, onomatopoeia, oxymoron, author vs. speaker, found 

poetry, free verse poetry, plot structure, theme, inference; reading strategy: double-entry note-

taking 

Unit 3: Animal Farm: A Study of Power and Corruption 

persuasion, propaganda, fable, allegory, satire, point of view, censorship, propaganda, 

figurative language—simile/metaphor/hyperbole, plot structure, irony, conflict, symbolism, 

foreshadowing, characterization, theme 

Unit 4: Fahrenheit 451: A Study of Censorship and Media’s Influence on Society 

propaganda, censorship, symbolism, irony, bias, McCarthyism, Black-listing, point-of-view, 

alienation, and conformity 



          

          

            

     

 

         

         

        

  

 

   
         

       

       

        

         

     

   

 

 

 

          

 

       

  

               

                 

                   

           

                

           

             

             

          

               

         

                

        

                 

  

               

            

    

           

          

              

          

            

      

Unit 5: Othello: A Study of Appearance and Reality 

tragedy, tragic hero ,soliloquy, aside, groundlings, appearance versus reality, Elizabethan, 

Moor, iambic pentameter, stage terminology, dialogue, simile, imagery, allusion, symbolism, 

irony, and plot structure 

Unit 6: Persuasive Research Paper and Debate 

thesis, in-text citation, summarizing versus paraphrasing, author’s bias, cross-examination, 

rebuttal Works Cited versus Works Consulted, digital story-telling 

Core Resources 
Hansberry, Lorraine. A Raisin in the Sun (core novel) 

Orwell, George. Animal Farm (core novel) 

Bradbury, Ray. Fahrenheit 451 (core novel) 

Shakespeare, William. Othello- -Shakespeare Made Easy (core novel) 

Erwin, Paul. The Winston Grammar Program: Beginners Level 

Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary Series, Level C 

Teacher Wikispace: http://andreborgesila8.wikispaces.com 

Pennsylvania State Standards and/or Keystone Anchor Standards Guiding Course 

Unit 1: Autobiography/Biography Letters Project and 

Autobiographical Incident 

1.1.8.A. Apply appropriate strategies to interpret and analyze author’s purpose using grade 

level text. 

1.1.8.B. Use context clues, knowledge of root words as well as a dictionary or glossary to 

decode and understand specialized vocabulary in the content areas during reading. 

1.1.8.C. Use meaning and knowledge of words (e.g., literal and figurative meanings, idioms, 

common foreign words) across content areas to expand a reading vocabulary. 

1.1.8.D. Demonstrate comprehension /understanding before reading, during reading, and after 

reading on grade level texts through strategies such as comparing and contrasting texts, 

describing context, and analyzing positions, arguments, and evidence in text. 

1.2.8.B. Differentiate fact from opinion utilizing resources that go beyond traditional texts 

(e.g., newspaper, periodicals, consumer and public documents, electronic media). 

1.2.8.C. Distinguish between essential and nonessential information across a texts to a variety 

of media; identify bias and propaganda where present. 

1.2.8.E. Read, understand, and respond to essential content of text and documents in all 

academic areas. 

1.3.8.A. Read, understand, and respond to works from various genres of literature. 

1.4.8.B. Write multi-paragraph informational pieces (e.g. letters, descriptions, reports, 

instructions, essays, articles, interviews) 

• Use relevant graphics (e.g. maps, charts, graphs, tables, illustrations, photographs) 

• Use primary and secondary sources, as appropriate to task. 

1.5.8.A. Write with a clear focus, identifying topic, task, and audience. 

1.5.8.B. Develop content appropriate for the topic. 

• Gather, organize, and determine validity and reliability of information the most 

effective format for purpose and audience. 

http://andreborgesila8.wikispaces.com


          

              

   

          

         

        

         

                             

   

          

               

           

              

       

     

   

       

                 

           

 

       

        

 

          

           

               

  

                   

           

                

           

            

             

          

               

              

                

            

               

        

              

       

           

    

           

          

             

        

• Employ the most effective format for purpose and audience. 

• Write paragraphs that have details and information specific to the topic and relevant 

to the focus. 

1.5.8.C. Write with controlled and/or subtle organization 

• Use appropriate transitions within sentences and between paragraphs 

• Establish topic and purpose in the introduction 

• Reiterate the topic and purpose in the conclusion 

1.5.8.D. Write with an understanding of style using a variety of sentence structures and 

descriptive word choices. 

Create tone and voice through the use of precise language. 

1.5.8.E. Revise writing after rethinking logic of organization and rechecking central idea, 

content, paragraph development, level of detail, style, tone, and word choice. 

1.5.8.F. Use grade appropriate conventions of language when writing and editing. 

• Spell common, frequently used words correctly 

• Use capital letters correctly 

• Punctuate correctly 

• Use correct grammar and sentence formation 

1.6.8.A Listen critically and respond to others in small and large group situations. 

• Respond with grade level appropriate questions, ideas, information or opinions. 

R8.A.2 Understand nonfiction appropriate to grade level. 

R8.B.3 Understand concepts and organization of nonfictional text. 

Unit 2: “A Dream Deferred”~ A Study of Lorraine Hansberry’s 

play A Raisin in the Sun and the exploration of poetry 

1.1.8.A. Apply appropriate strategies to interpret and analyze author’s purpose using grade 

level text. 

1.1.8.B. Use context clues, knowledge of root words as well as a dictionary or glossary to 

decode and understand specialized vocabulary in the content areas during reading. 

1.1.8.C. Use meaning and knowledge of words (e.g., literal and figurative meanings, idioms, 

common foreign words) across content areas to expand a reading vocabulary. 

1.1.8.D.Demonstrate comprehension /understanding before reading, during reading, and after 

reading on grade level texts through strategies such as comparing and contrasting texts, 

describing context, and analyzing positions, arguments, and evidence in text. 

1.1.8.E.Demonstrate an appropriate rate of silent reading based upon grade level texts. 

1.3.8.A.Read, understand, and respond to works from various genres of literature. 

1.3.8.B.Identify and analyze the characteristics of poetry, drama, and fiction and explain the 

appropriateness of literary forms chosen by an author for a specific purpose. 

1.3.8.C.Analyze the use of literary elements by an author including characterization, setting, 

plot, theme, point of view, tone, and style. 

1.3.8.D.Analyze the effect of various literary devices (e.g., personification, simile, alliteration, 

symbolism, metaphor, hyperbole, imagery). 

1.4.8.B.Write multi-paragraph informational pieces (e.g. letters, descriptions, reports, 

instructions, essays, articles, interviews) 

• Use relevant graphics (e.g. maps, charts, graphs, tables, illustrations, photographs) 

• Use primary and secondary sources, as appropriate to task. 

1.5.8.A.Write with a clear focus, identifying topic, task, and audience. 

1.5.8.B.Develop content appropriate for the topic. 



            

      

          

              

   

          

         

        

         

                

   

          

              

           

             

       

     

   

       

               

           

               

 

 

       

       

         

 

          

               

 

                  

           

               

           

            

             

          

               

               

             

 

              

        

               

        

 

 

• Gather, organize, and determine validity and reliability of information the most 

effective format for purpose and audience. 

• Employ the most effective format for purpose and audience. 

• Write paragraphs that have details and information specific to the topic and relevant 

to the focus. 

1.5.8.C. Write with controlled and/or subtle organization. 

• Use appropriate transitions within sentences and between paragraphs. 

• Establish topic and purpose in the introduction. 

• Reiterate the topic and purpose in the conclusion. 

1.5.8.D.Write with an understanding of style using a variety of sentence structures and 

descriptive word choices. 

Create tone and voice through the use of precise language. 

1.5.8.E.Revise writing after rethinking logic of organization and rechecking central idea, 

content, paragraph development, level of detail, style, tone, and word choice. 

1.5.8.F.Use grade appropriate conventions of language when writing and editing. 

• Spell common, frequently used words correctly. 

• Use capital letters correctly. 

• Punctuate correctly. 

• Use correct grammar and sentence formation. 

1.6.8.A.Listen critically and respond to others in small and large group situations. 

• Respond with grade level appropriate questions, ideas, information or opinions. 

1.7.8.A.Analyze differences in formal and informal language used in speech, writing, and 

literature. 

R8.A.1 Understand fiction appropriate to grade level. 

R8.B.1 Understand components within and between texts. 

R8.B.2 Understand literary devices in fictional and nonfictional text. 

Unit 3: Animal Farm: A Study of Power and Corruption 

1.1.8.A.Apply appropriate strategies to interpret and analyze author’s purpose using grade level 

text. 

1.1.8.B.Use context clues, knowledge of root words as well as a dictionary or glossary to 

decode and understand specialized vocabulary in the content areas during reading. 

1.1.8.C.Use meaning and knowledge of words (e.g., literal and figurative meanings, idioms, 

common foreign words) across content areas to expand a reading vocabulary. 

1.1.8.D.Demonstrate comprehension /understanding before reading, during reading, and after 

reading on grade level texts through strategies such as comparing and contrasting texts, 

describing context, and analyzing positions, arguments, and evidence in text. 

1.1.8.E.Demonstrate an appropriate rate of silent reading based upon grade level texts. 

1.2.8.A.Evaluate text organization and content to determine the author’s purpose, point of 

view, and effectiveness according to the author’s theses, accuracy, thoroughness, and patterns of 

logic. 

1.2.8.B.Differentiate fact from opinion utilizing resources that go beyond traditional texts (e.g., 

newspaper, periodicals, consumer and public documents, electronic media). 

1.2.8.C.Distinguish between essential and nonessential information across a texts to a variety 

of media; identify bias and propaganda where present. 



               

        

                

  

              

                

            

               

        

              

       

           

    

           

          

      

        

        

        

            

        

            

      

          

              

   

         

         

        

         

                

   

          

              

           

             

       

     

   

       

               

           

               

 

         

 

 

 

1.2.8.D.Draw inferences and conclusions based on a variety of information sources, citing 

evidence from multiple texts to support answers. 

1.2.8.E.Read, understand, and respond to essential content of text and documents in all 

academic areas. 

1.3.8.A.Read, understand, and respond to works from various genres of literature. 

1.3.8.B.Identify and analyze the characteristics of poetry, drama, and fiction and explain the 

appropriateness of literary forms chosen by an author for a specific purpose. 

1.3.8.C.Analyze the use of literary elements by an author including characterization, setting, 

plot, theme, point of view, tone, and style. 

1.3.8.D.Analyze the effect of various literary devices (e.g., personification, simile, alliteration, 

symbolism, metaphor, hyperbole, imagery). 

1.4.8.B.Write multi-paragraph informational pieces (e.g. letters, descriptions, reports, 

instructions, essays, articles, interviews) 

• Use relevant graphics (e.g. maps, charts, graphs, tables, illustrations, photographs) 

• Use primary and secondary sources, as appropriate to task. 

1.4.8.C.Write persuasive pieces. 

• Include a clearly stated position or opinion. 

• Include convincing, elaborated and properly cited evidence. 

• Anticipate and counter reader concerns and arguments. 

1.5.8.A.Write with a clear focus, identifying topic, task, and audience. 

1.5.8.B.Develop content appropriate for the topic. 

• Gather, organize, and determine validity and reliability of information the most 

effective format for purpose and audience. 

• Employ the most effective format for purpose and audience. 

• Write paragraphs that have details and information specific to the topic and relevant 

to the focus. 

1.5.8.C.Write with controlled and/or subtle organization. 

• Use appropriate transitions within sentences and between paragraphs. 

• Establish topic and purpose in the introduction. 

• Reiterate the topic and purpose in the conclusion. 

1.5.8.D.Write with an understanding of style using a variety of sentence structures and 

descriptive word choices. 

Create tone and voice through the use of precise language. 

1.5.8.E.Revise writing after rethinking logic of organization and rechecking central idea, 

content, paragraph development, level of detail, style, tone, and word choice. 

1.5.8.F.Use grade appropriate conventions of language when writing and editing. 

• Spell common, frequently used words correctly. 

• Use capital letters correctly. 

• Punctuate correctly. 

• Use correct grammar and sentence formation. 

1.6.8.AListen critically and respond to others in small and large group situations. 

• Respond with grade level appropriate questions, ideas, information or opinions. 

1.7.8.A.Analyze differences in formal and informal language used in speech, writing, and 

literature. 

1.9.8.B.Analyze the techniques of particular media messages. 



       

       

       

         

        

 

             

               

 

                  

           

               

           

            

             

          

               

               

             

 

              

        

               

        

               

        

                

  

              

                

            

               

        

              

       

           

    

           

          

      

        

        

        

            

        

            

 

     

          

R8.A.1 Understand fiction appropriate to grade level. 

R8.A.2 Understand nonfiction appropriate to grade level. 

R8.B.1 Understand components within and between texts. 

R8.B.2 Understand literary devices in fictional and nonfictional text. 

R8.B.3 Understand concepts and organization of nonfictional text. 

Unit 4 :Fahrenheit 451: A Study of Censorship and Media’s Influence on Society 

1.1.8.A.Apply appropriate strategies to interpret and analyze author’s purpose using grade level 

text. 

1.1.8.B.Use context clues, knowledge of root words as well as a dictionary or glossary to 

decode and understand specialized vocabulary in the content areas during reading. 

1.1.8.C.Use meaning and knowledge of words (e.g., literal and figurative meanings, idioms, 

common foreign words) across content areas to expand a reading vocabulary. 

1.1.8.D.Demonstrate comprehension /understanding before reading, during reading, and after 

reading on grade level texts through strategies such as comparing and contrasting texts, 

describing context, and analyzing positions, arguments, and evidence in text. 

1.1.8.E.Demonstrate an appropriate rate of silent reading based upon grade level texts. 

1.2.8.A.Evaluate text organization and content to determine the author’s purpose, point of 

view, and effectiveness according to the author’s theses, accuracy, thoroughness, and patterns of 

logic. 

1.2.8.B.Differentiate fact from opinion utilizing resources that go beyond traditional texts (e.g., 

newspaper, periodicals, consumer and public documents, electronic media). 

1.2.8.C.Distinguish between essential and nonessential information across a texts to a variety 

of media; identify bias and propaganda where present. 

1.2.8.D.Draw inferences and conclusions based on a variety of information sources, citing 

evidence from multiple texts to support answers. 

1.2.8.E.Read, understand, and respond to essential content of text and documents in all 

academic areas. 

1.3.8.A.Read, understand, and respond to works from various genres of literature. 

1.3.8.B.Identify and analyze the characteristics of poetry, drama, and fiction and explain the 

appropriateness of literary forms chosen by an author for a specific purpose. 

1.3.8.C.Analyze the use of literary elements by an author including characterization, setting, 

plot, theme, point of view, tone, and style. 

1.3.8.D.Analyze the effect of various literary devices (e.g., personification, simile, alliteration, 

symbolism, metaphor, hyperbole, imagery). 

1.4.8.B.Write multi-paragraph informational pieces (e.g. letters, descriptions, reports, 

instructions, essays, articles, interviews) 

• Use relevant graphics (e.g. maps, charts, graphs, tables, illustrations, photographs) 

• Use primary and secondary sources, as appropriate to task. 

1.4.8.C.Write persuasive pieces. 

• Include a clearly stated position or opinion. 

• Include convincing, elaborated and properly cited evidence. 

• Anticipate and counter reader concerns and arguments. 

1.5.8.A.Write with a clear focus, identifying topic, task, and audience. 

1.5.8.B.Develop content appropriate for the topic. 

• Gather, organize, and determine validity and reliability of information the most 

effective 

format for purpose and audience. 

• Employ the most effective format for purpose and audience. 



              

   

         

         

        

         

                

   

          

              

           

             

       

     

   

       

                

           

               

 

         

 

       

       

       

         

        

 

 

         

               

 

                  

           

               

           

            

             

          

               

              

                

            

               

        

              

    

           

    

• Write paragraphs that have details and information specific to the topic and relevant 

to the focus. 

1.5.8.C.Write with controlled and/or subtle organization. 

• Use appropriate transitions within sentences and between paragraphs. 

• Establish topic and purpose in the introduction. 

• Reiterate the topic and purpose in the conclusion. 

1.5.8.D.Write with an understanding of style using a variety of sentence structures and 

descriptive word choices. 

Create tone and voice through the use of precise language. 

1.5.8.E.Revise writing after rethinking logic of organization and rechecking central idea, 

content, paragraph development, level of detail, style, tone, and word choice. 

1.5.8.F.Use grade appropriate conventions of language when writing and editing. 

• Spell common, frequently used words correctly. 

• Use capital letters correctly. 

• Punctuate correctly. 

• Use correct grammar and sentence formation. 

1.6.8.A. Listen critically and respond to others in small and large group situations. 

• Respond with grade level appropriate questions, ideas, information or opinions. 

1.7.8.A.Analyze differences in formal and informal language used in speech, writing, and 

literature. 

1.9.8.B.Analyze the techniques of particular media messages. 

R8.A.1 Understand fiction appropriate to grade level. 

R8.A.2 Understand nonfiction appropriate to grade level. 

R8.B.1 Understand components within and between texts. 

R8.B.2 Understand literary devices in fictional and nonfictional text. 

R8.B.3 Understand concepts and organization of nonfictional text. 

Unit 5: Othello: A Study of Appearance and Reality 

1.1.8.A.Apply appropriate strategies to interpret and analyze author’s purpose using grade level 

text. 

1.1.8.B.Use context clues, knowledge of root words as well as a dictionary or glossary to 

decode and understand specialized vocabulary in the content areas during reading. 

1.1.8.C.Use meaning and knowledge of words (e.g., literal and figurative meanings, idioms, 

common foreign words) across content areas to expand a reading vocabulary. 

1.1.8.D.Demonstrate comprehension /understanding before reading, during reading, and after 

reading on grade level texts through strategies such as comparing and contrasting texts, 

describing context, and analyzing positions, arguments, and evidence in text. 

1.1.8.E.Demonstrate an appropriate rate of silent reading based upon grade level texts. 

1.3.8.A.Read, understand, and respond to works from various genres of literature. 

1.3.8.B.Identify and analyze the characteristics of poetry, drama, and fiction and explain the 

appropriateness of literary forms chosen by an author for a specific purpose. 

1.3.8.C.Analyze the use of literary elements by an author including characterization, setting, 

plot, theme, point of view, tone, and style. 

1.3.8.D.Analyze the effect of various literary devices (e.g., personification, simile, alliteration, 

symbolism, metaphor, hyperbole, imagery). 

1.4.8.B.Write multi-paragraph informational pieces (e.g. letters, descriptions, reports, 

instructions, essays, articles, interviews) 



           

          

            

        

            

      

          

              

   

         

         

        

         

                

   

          

              

           

             

       

     

   

       

               

           

              

  

               

 

       

       

         

 

       

               

  

                  

           

                

           

            

             

          

                

 

 

 

• Use relevant graphics (e.g. maps, charts, graphs, tables, illustrations, photographs) 

• Use primary and secondary sources, as appropriate to task. 

1.5.8.A.Write with a clear focus, identifying topic, task, and audience. 

1.5.8.B.Develop content appropriate for the topic. 

• Gather, organize, and determine validity and reliability of information the most 

effective format for purpose and audience. 

• Employ the most effective format for purpose and audience. 

• Write paragraphs that have details and information specific to the topic and relevant 

to the focus. 

1.5.8.C.Write with controlled and/or subtle organization. 

• Use appropriate transitions within sentences and between paragraphs. 

• Establish topic and purpose in the introduction. 

• Reiterate the topic and purpose in the conclusion. 

1.5.8.D.Write with an understanding of style using a variety of sentence structures and 

descriptive word choices. 

Create tone and voice through the use of precise language. 

1.5.8.E.Revise writing after rethinking logic of organization and rechecking central idea, 

content, paragraph development, level of detail, style, tone, and word choice. 

1.5.8.F.Use grade appropriate conventions of language when writing and editing. 

• Spell common, frequently used words correctly. 

• Use capital letters correctly. 

• Punctuate correctly. 

• Use correct grammar and sentence formation. 

1.6.8.AListen critically and respond to others in small and large group situations. 

• Respond with grade level appropriate questions, ideas, information or opinions. 

1.6.8.B.Demonstrate awareness of audience using appropriate volume and clarity in formal 

speaking presentations. 

1.7.8.A.Analyze differences in formal and informal language used in speech, writing, and 

literature. 

R8.A.1 Understand fiction appropriate to grade level. 

R8.B.1 Understand components within and between texts. 

R8.B.2 Understand literary devices in fictional and nonfictional text. 

Unit 6: Persuasive Research Paper and Debate 

1.1.8.A. Apply appropriate strategies to interpret and analyze author’s purpose using grade 

level text. 

1.1.8.B.Use context clues, knowledge of root words as well as a dictionary or glossary to 

decode and understand specialized vocabulary in the content areas during reading. 

1.1.8.C. Use meaning and knowledge of words (e.g., literal and figurative meanings, idioms, 

common foreign words) across content areas to expand a reading vocabulary. 

1.1.8.D.Demonstrate comprehension /understanding before reading, during reading, and after 

reading on grade level texts through strategies such as comparing and contrasting texts, 

describing context, and analyzing positions, arguments, and evidence in text. 

1.1.8.E. Demonstrate an appropriate rate of silent reading based upon grade level texts. 



               

             

 

               

         

               

        

                

       

                

  

           

    

           

          

      

        

        

        

            

        

            

      

          

              

   

         

         

        

         

             

   

          

              

           

             

       

     

   

       

                

           

              

  

               

 

          

 

1.2.8.A.Evaluate text organization and content to determine the author’s purpose, point of 

view, and effectiveness according to the author’s theses, accuracy, thoroughness, and patterns of 

logic. 

1.2.8.B.Differentiate fact from opinion utilizing resources that go beyond traditional texts 

(e.g., newspaper, periodicals, consumer and public documents, electronic media). 

1.2.8.C.Distinguish between essential and nonessential information across a texts to a variety 

of media; identify bias and propaganda where present. 

1.2.8.D.Draw inferences and conclusions based on a variety of information sources, citing 

evidence from multiple texts to support answers. 

1.2.8.E.Read, understand, and respond to essential content of text and documents in all 

academic areas. 

1.4.8.B.Write multi-paragraph informational pieces (e.g. letters, descriptions, reports, 

instructions, essays, articles, interviews) 

• Use relevant graphics (e.g. maps, charts, graphs, tables, illustrations, photographs) 

• Use primary and secondary sources, as appropriate to task. 

1.4.8.C.Write persuasive pieces. 

• Include a clearly stated position or opinion. 

• Include convincing, elaborated and properly cited evidence. 

• Anticipate and counter reader concerns and arguments. 

1.5.8.A.Write with a clear focus, identifying topic, task, and audience. 

1.5.8.B.Develop content appropriate for the topic. 

• Gather, organize, and determine validity and reliability of information the most 

effective format for purpose and audience. 

• Employ the most effective format for purpose and audience. 

• Write paragraphs that have details and information specific to the topic and relevant 

to the focus. 

1.5.8.C.Write with controlled and/or subtle organization. 

• Use appropriate transitions within sentences and between paragraphs. 

• Establish topic and purpose in the introduction. 

• Reiterate the topic and purpose in the conclusion. 

1.5.8.D.Write with an understanding of style using a variety of sentence structures and 

descriptive word choices. 

Create tone and voice through the use of precise language. 

1.5.8.E.Revise writing after rethinking logic of organization and rechecking central idea, 

content, paragraph development, level of detail, style, tone, and word choice. 

1.5.8.F.Use grade appropriate conventions of language when writing and editing. 

• Spell common, frequently used words correctly. 

• Use capital letters correctly. 

• Punctuate correctly. 

• Use correct grammar and sentence formation. 

1.6.8.A Listen critically and respond to others in small and large group situations. 

• Respond with grade level appropriate questions, ideas, information or opinions. 

1.6.8.B.Demonstrate awareness of audience using appropriate volume and clarity in formal 

speaking presentations. 

1.7.8.A.Analyze differences in formal and informal language used in speech, writing, and 

literature. 

1.8.8.A.Develop an inquiry-based process in seeking knowledge. 



              

         

               

       

             

      

         

 

       

       

        

 

 

   

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

1.8.8.B.Conduct inquiry and research on self-selected or assigned topics, issues, or problems 

using a variety of appropriate media sources and strategies. 

1.8.8.C.Produce an organized product that presents and reflects on findings, draws sound 

conclusions, and gives proper credit to sources. 

1.9.8.A.Use media and technology resources to support personal productivity, group 

collaboration, and learning throughout the curriculum. 

1.9.8.B.Analyze the techniques of particular media messages. 

R8.A.2 Understand nonfiction appropriate to grade level. 

R8.B.1 Understand components within and between texts. 

R8.B.3 Understand concepts and organization of nonfictional text. 
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