
     
 

    
  

 

                            

 

   
                 

             

                

                

   

 

   
                  

    

 

   
           

       

          

               

   

 

 

   
            

                

              

     

           

 

    

 

           

             

     

              

 

               

           

 

 

 

School District of Springfield Township 

Springfield Township High School 
Course Overview 

Course Name: English 12 (Honors) 

Course Description 
English 12 (Honors) builds on the concepts and skills learned in Honors English 11. Students 

read classical, modern, and contemporary contributions to world literature. They read and write 

intensively in order to hone skills for analysis and synthesis of literary concepts. Participation in 

both small and large group discussion is expected, as students work together to make meaning of 

challenging texts. 

Course Prerequisites 
A minimum final grade of “B” in English 11 (Honors) or a final grade “A” in English 11 

(Academic) and teacher recommendation 

Unit Titles 
Unit 1: “Exploring Individual and Cultural Identity through The Kite Runner” 

Unit 2: “Hamlet Wavered for Us All” 

Unit 3: “Satire and Comedy: A Survey of Classic Humor” 

Unit 4: “The Last Word – Employing Personal Style and Purposeful Organization in Graduation 

Speeches” 

Essential Questions 
1. How can readers identify and analyze authors’ purposeful employment of literary 

elements to reveal human truths and ideas beyond the literal level of a work of literature? 

2. How can writing be a tool for thinking: solving problems, exploring issues, constructing 

questions, addressing inquiry and self-expression? 

3. How does language enhance and identify human beings as meaning-makers? 

Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings 

Unit 1: “Exploring Individual and Cultural Identity through The Kite Runner” 

• One should refer to meaningful and relevant principles when discerning the difference 

between literature and popular fiction. 

• Hosseini uses approachable and common literary devices to reach a broad scope of 

readership. 

• Hosseini bridges a cultural gap between the Middle East and Western readers through the 

use of universal emotions and themes that reflect the human experience. 



       

              

             

 

                

    

               

 

               

 

 

          

             

             

   

             

      

              

 

              

 

              

              

   

               

    

 

   

 
           

              

     

              

             

             

        

 
       

           

    

         

                

              

 

            

             

              

Unit 2: “Hamlet Wavered for Us All” 

• Shakespeare’s composition of characters and themes that speak to the complexity of the 

human condition has maintained the play’s resonance with readers for more than 400 

years. 

• The issues of reality versus illusion and the known versus the unknown deeply affect our 

ability to act decisively. 

• Shakespeare uses plot and characterization to show the themes of insanity and fear of 

death. 

• The perspectives of time and place have significant effects on the interpretation of classic 

literature. 

Unit 3: “Satire and Comedy: A Survey of Classic Humor” 

• There are several specific distinctions between the purposes of satire and comedy. 

• There are several specific satirical techniques that, when effectively used, expose human 

folly and vice. 

• Writers use their stances, opinions, audiences, and purposes for writing to determine 

efficacy of humorous style and technique. 

• Writers use humor to enlighten audiences on serious topics and/or ridicule a subject 

Unit 4: “The Last Word – Employing Personal Style and Purposeful Organization in Graduation 

Speeches” 

• Writing can be a creative outlet for our personal experiences, opinions, and ideas. 

• Analyzing the style, word choice and structure of other graduation speeches can improve 

our own writing. 

• A good public speaker uses pacing, pauses, posture, and eye contact to establish a 

connection with an audience. 

Key Competencies/Skills/Procedures 

Unit 1: “Exploring Individual and Cultural Identity through The Kite Runner” 

• Identify, interpret, and analyze the author’s skill in employing literary devices in various 

genres (chiefly symbolism and irony) 

• Write with an understanding of style using a variety of sentence structures and 

descriptive word choices. Create tone and voice through the use of precise language 

• Analyze, synthesize, and integrate data, creating a reasoned product that supports and 

appropriately illustrates inference and conclusions drawn from research 

Unit 2: “Hamlet Wavered for Us All” 

• Develop strategies for chunking, comprehending, and fully appreciating the soliloquies 

and other challenging passages 

• Generate detailed and sophisticated re-writes of a scene 

• Edit a scene for its essential lines and then discuss/defend the edits with the class 

• Demonstrate deliberate editing, casting, costuming, and set design in prepping a scene for 

film 

• Recognize poetic devices in Shakespeare’s writing and consider how such devices 

interact with content to create meaning and significance in a work of literature 

• Explain the effect achieved with prose in lieu of verse in certain scenes 



                  

 

                 

             

 

             

              

 

             

            

              

        

              

     

       

     

          

           

              

           

          

              

        

               

   

             

             

          

              

             

 

          

             

         

          

             

  

             

       

             

  

      

 

 

 

 

• Identify and explain the use of puns and how they contribute to the comic effect of a 

scene 

• Distinguish between the use of pun for comic effect and the use of double entendre (i.e., 

word play with sexual connotations) to achieve a dark, sinister, or otherwise unsettling 

effect 

• Recognize instances of comic relief and explain their impact on the audience 

• Recognize classical allusion and evaluate its impact on meaning and significance of a 

passage 

• Recognize repeated images (motifs) and explore their thematic implications for a work 

• Recognize instances of metaphor and evaluate their impact on a scene 

• Recognize instances of verbal irony or sarcasm and explain how they reinforce tone 

• Recognize and explain examples of dramatic irony 

• Discuss Hamlet’s complicated perception of women, its effect on other characters, and its 

thematic implications for the play 

• Trace Hamlet’s evolving perception of death 

• Discuss ambiguity in characterization 

• Explain how Laertes functions as a foil for Hamlet 

• Contrast Ophelia’s mental breakdown with Hamlet’s feigned insanity; explain “madness” 

as a device to advance plot and develop characterization and theme in the play 

• Describe Hamlet as an example of a Renaissance tragic hero 

• Recognize thematic strands such as corruption, betrayal, death, uncertainty 

• Recognize deliberate social or cultural commentary that is either blatant or subtle and 

evaluate its appropriateness within the larger work 

• Consider why the story of Hamlet has resonated with centuries of readers – including 

21st-century young adults 

• Develop and articulate a clear and sophisticated thematic statement about the play 

• Develop a sophisticated interpretation of a character that is explored through close 

reading, written analysis, and dramatic performance of a key passage 

• Offer an interesting and debatable interpretation of the text while supporting all assertions 

with evidence from both the primary source and authoritative criticism of the play 

Unit 3: “Satire and Comedy: A Survey of Classic Humor” 

• Identify specific details from teacher-chosen passages and use them to make inferences 

• Analyze how an author uses specific satirical techniques 

• Build, organize, and argue a stance in a debate 

• Apply satirical techniques of situational irony, dramatic irony, and incongruity to an 

original parody 

• Refine oral presentation skills including use of oral speaking techniques and presenting 

information in an organized and cohesive manner 

• Develop higher order thinking questions that accurately measure the content conveyed in 

the presentation 

• Develop effective note taking skills 



              

 

              

    

           

            

    

       

     

     

       

       

             

        

           

 

   

 
           

 

 
       

            

 

 

 

  

 

    

  

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

    

 

          
           

Unit 4: “The Last Word – Employing Personal Style and Purposeful Organization in Graduation 

Speeches” 

• Write with an understanding of style using a variety of sentence structures and 

descriptive word choices. 

o Create tone and voice through the use of precise language 

• Write with an understanding of creative writing techniques designed to: 

o enhance descriptive setting 

o retell and develop an anecdote 

o evoke an emotional response 

o chart and organize plot 

o experiment with point of view 

o develop and describe an extended metaphor 

• Outline, draft, revise, and deliver an original speech based on organizational structures 

derived from exemplary speeches of established writers/thinkers/influential people 

• Annotate and analyze speeches for content, organization, style, and delivery 

Core Vocabulary 

Unit 1: “Exploring Individual and Cultural Identity through The Kite Runner” 

None 

Unit 2: “Hamlet Wavered for Us All” 

Literary elements and figurative devices including but not limited to the following: 

allusion 

aside 

characterization 

comic relief 

conceit 

double entendre (sexual puns) 

dramatic irony 

foil 

imagery 

inverted word order 

inverted sentence structure 

metaphor 

motif 

personification 

prose 

pun 

setting 

simile 

soliloquy 

sound devices (alliteration, assonance, consonance) 

symbolism 

theme 

verbal irony or sarcasm 

Unit 3: “Satire and Comedy: A Survey of Classic Humor” 
(all definitions are derived from M.H. Abrams’ Glossary of Literary Terms): 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

   
           

          

   

           

          

         

              

 

       

   

                 

             

 

           

 

             

 

 

   

                

        

 

                

               

 

   

              

             

         

             

  

satire 

comedy 

exaggeration 

incongruity 

non-sequitor 

juxtaposition 

sarcasm 

naïve hero, persona, or narrator 

schadenfreude 

parody 

wit 

Unit 4: “The Last Word – Employing Personal Style and Purposeful Organization in Graduation 

Speeches” 

None 

Core Resources 
Unit 1: “Exploring Individual and Cultural Identity through The Kite Runner” 

Hosseini, K. The Kite Runner. New York: Riverhead Books, 2003. 

Nonfiction Resources: 

Christina Lamb: Letters from The Sewing Circles of Herat 

Background information from various news articles and documents 

Time magazine: “The New War in Afghanistan” 

Barry Laga: “What is Literature? A refusal to define or limit” 

Unit 2: “Hamlet Wavered for Us All” 

Primary Sources: 

Shakespeare, William. Hamlet. Edited by Barbara A. Mowat and Paul Werstine. The 

Folger Shakespeare Library. New York: Washington Square Press, 1992. 

Branagh, Kenneth, dir. Hamlet. 1996. DVD. Warner Home Video, 2007. 

Zeffirelli, Franco, dir. Hamlet. 1991. DVD. Warner Home Video, 2004. 

Optional Sources: 

Atwood, Margaret. “Gertrude Talks Back.” In Good Bones and Simple Murders. New 

York: Nan A. Talese/Doubleday, 2001. 

Borges, Jorge Luis. “Everything and Nothing.” In Everything and Nothing. Trans. 

Donald A. Yates et al. New York: New Directions Publishing Corporation, 1999. 

Technological Resources: 

• Extensive use of a Moodle or Wiki in responding to the study questions 

• Use of Inspiration, Publisher, or a Web-based cartoon generator for completion of 

the Act Three assessment (prepping a scene for film) 

• Use of online databases, NoodleTools, Word, and Turnitin for completion of the 

critical essay 



 
          

             

           

              

              

   

             

             

      

              

           

               

     

             

       

 

              

 

               

       

               

        

  

         
 

       

 

              

           

 

              

  

                  

  

               

  

            

             

    

  

              

          

  

              

                

      

  

Unit 3: “Satire and Comedy: A Survey of Classic Humor” 

Arouet, Francois Marie (Voltaire). Candide, Zadig, and Selected Stories. Trans. Daniel 

Frame. New York: New American Library, Signet Classic, 1961 

Chaucer, Geoffrey. The Canterbury Tales Complete – Based on the Riverside Chaucer, 

Third Edition. Ed. Larry D. Benson. New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 

2000. 

Mabe, Cassandra. “On Teaching the Ironical Satire of Candide.” Approaches to Teaching 

Voltaire’s Candide. Ed. Renee Waldinger. New York: The Modern Language 

Association of America, 1987. 

Swift, Jonathan. A Modest Proposal and Other Satirical Works. Ed. Candace Ward. 

Dover Thrift Editions. New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1996. 

Sedaris, David. Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim. New York: Little, Brown 

and Company, 2004. 

Waldinger, Renee. Approaches to Teaching Voltaire’s Candide. New York: The Modern 

Language Association of America, 1987. 

Unit 4: “The Last Word – Employing Personal Style and Purposeful Organization in Graduation 

Speeches” 

Bark, Sandra, ed. Take This Advice: The Best Graduation Speeches Ever Given. New 

York: Simon Spotlight Entertainment, 2005. 

Ellis, Sherry, ed. Now Write!: Fiction Writing Exercises from Today's Best Writers and 

Teachers. New York: Penguin Group, 2006. 

Pennsylvania State Standards and Anchor Standards Guiding Course 

Reading Standards (* indicates Anchor Standards): 

1.1.12.C. 

1. Analyze textual context to determine or clarify the meaning of unfamiliar or ambiguous 

words and to draw conclusions about nuances or connotations of words. 

1.7.12.A. 

2. Analyze the role and place of standard American English in speech, writing, and 

literature. 

3. Evaluate as a reader how an author’s choice of words advances the theme or purpose of a 

work. 

4. Choose words appropriately, when writing, to advance the theme or purpose of a work. 

1.1.12.A. 

• Apply appropriate strategies to construct meaning through interpretation and to analyze 

and evaluate author’s use of techniques and elements of fiction and non-fiction for 

rhetorical and aesthetic purposes. 

1.2.12.B. 

• Evaluate and critique text organization and content to determine the author’s purpose and 

effectiveness according to the theses, accuracy, thoroughness, logic, and reasoning. 

1.2.12.D. 

• Examine the author’s explicit and implicit bias and assumptions, beliefs about a subject, 

use of fact and/or opinion, and/or the author’s argument or defense of a claim as related 

to essential and non-essential information. 

1.3.12.A. 



              

       

                   

  

  

            

               

     

  

              

              

       

               

   

                 

     

            

             

      

                

              

    

 

              

         

              

           

          

 

              

           

  

            

             

    

  

              

          

  

              

          

  

              

                

      

 

        

• Interpret significant works from various forms of literature to make deeper and subtler 

interpretations of the meaning of text. 

• Analyze the way in which a work of literature is related to the themes and issues of its 

historical period. 

1.3.12.B. 

• Identify and analyze characteristics of genres (satire, parody, allegory, pastoral) that 

overlap or cut across the lines of genre classifications such as poetry, prose, drama, short 

story, essay, and editorial. 

1.3.12.C. 

• Analyze the effectiveness of literary elements used by authors in various genres. 

• Analyze the author’s development of complex characters as well as their roles and 

functions in a variety of texts. 

• Determine the effectiveness of setting as related to character, plot, theme, and other key 

literary elements. 

• Determine the effectiveness of the author’s use of point of view as related to content and 

specific types of genre. 

• Analyze how the author structures plot to advance the action. 

• Identify major themes in literature, comparing and contrasting how they are developed 

across and variety of genres. 

• Explain how voice and choice of speaker affect the mood, tone, and meaning of text. 

• Describe how an author, through the use of diction, syntax, figurative language, sentence 

variety, etc., achieves style. 

1.3.12.D. 

• Identify, interpret, and analyze the author’s skill in employing literary devices in various 

genres. (e.g., figurative language, imagery, allegory, and symbolism). 

• Identify, explain, and analyze the effects of sound, form, and structure of poems. 

• Identify and analyze how dramatic conventions (e.g., stage directions, monologue, 

dialogue, soliloquy, dialect, chorus) support, interpret, and enhance dramatic script. 

1.1.12.C. 

5. Analyze textual context to determine or clarify the meaning of unfamiliar or ambiguous 

words and to draw conclusions about nuances or connotations of words. 

1.1.12.A. 

• Apply appropriate strategies to construct meaning through interpretation and to analyze 

and evaluate author’s use of techniques and elements of fiction and non-fiction for 

rhetorical and aesthetic purposes. 

1.2.12.B. 

• Evaluate and critique text organization and content to determine the author’s purpose and 

effectiveness according to the theses, accuracy, thoroughness, logic, and reasoning. 

1.2.12.B. 

• Evaluate and critique text organization and content to determine the author’s purpose and 

effectiveness according to the theses, accuracy, thoroughness, logic, and reasoning. 

1.2.12.D. 

• Examine the author’s explicit and implicit bias and assumptions, beliefs about a subject, 

use of fact and/or opinion, and/or the author’s argument or defense of a claim as related 

to essential and non-essential information. 

*R11.A.1.6 

• Identify, describe, and analyze genre of text. 



 

            

 

 

            

   

 

                

  

 

            

    

 

   

            

    

               

     

            

         

           

  

 

           

  

            

 

             

  

 

           

 

        

           

           

              

      

        

           

     

              

     

           

              

            

 

            

      

*R11.B.1.1 

• Interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and evaluate components of fiction and literary 

nonfiction. 

*R11.B.2.1 

• Identify, interpret, describe, and analyze figurative language and literary structures in 

fiction and nonfiction. 

*R11.B.2.2 

• Identify, interpret, describe, and analyze the point of view of the narrator in fictional and 

nonfictional text. 

*R11.B.3.3 

• Identify, compare, explain, interpret, describe, and analyze how text organization clarifies 

meaning of nonfictional text. 

Writing Standards 

1.4.12.A. Write poems, short stories, and plays with various organizational methods, literary 

elements and devices. 

• Construct a strong story line with illustrative details that address a complex idea or 

examine a complex experience. 

• Choose a method of organization that supports the intended purpose. 

• Continue to exhibit a personal writing style. 

• Demonstrate a sophisticated control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and 

sentence formation. 

1.4.12.B. Write complex informational pieces (e.g. research papers, literary analytical essays, 

evaluations) 

• Make and support inferences with relevant and substantial evidence and well-chosen 

details. 

• Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within 

text. 

1.5.12.A. Write with a clear focus, identifying topic, task, and audience. 

1.5.12.B. Develop content appropriate for the topic. 

• Gather, organize, and determine validity and reliability of information. 

• Employ the most effective format for purpose and audience 

• Write fully developed paragraphs that have details and information specific to the topic 

and relevant to the focus. 

1.5.12.C. Write with controlled and/or subtle organization. 

• Establish coherence within and among paragraphs through effective transitions, parallel 

structures, and similar writing techniques. 

1.5.12.D Write with an understanding of style using a variety of sentence structures and 

descriptive word choices. 

• Create tone and voice through the use of precise language. 

1.5.12.E. Revise writing to improve style, word choice, sentence variety, and subtlety of meaning 

after rethinking how questions of purpose, audience, and genre have addressed. 

1.5.12.F. Use grade appropriate conventions of language when writing and editing. 

• Spell all words correctly. 



      

    

        

 

   

             

       

             

           

             

            

              

              

    

             

        

 

           

        

           

     

 

             

       

 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

• Use capital letters correctly. 

• Punctuate correctly. 

• Use correct grammar and sentence formation. 

Research Standards 

1.8.12.A. Formulate a clear research question and design a methodology for gathering and 

evaluating information on the chosen topic. 

1.8.12.B. Conduct inquiry and research on self-selected or assigned topics, issues, or problems 

using a wide variety of appropriate media sources and strategies. 

• Demonstrate that sources have been evaluated for accuracy, bias, and credibility. 

• Synthesize information gathered from a variety of sources, including technology and 

one’s own research, and evaluate information for its relevance to the research question. 

• Demonstrate the distinction between one’s own ideas from the ideas of others, and 

includes a reference page. 

1.8.12.C Analyze, synthesize, and integrate data, creating a reasoned product that supports and 

appropriately illustrates inference and conclusions drawn from research. 

1.9.12.A Use media and technology resources for research, information, analysis, problem 

solving, and decision making in content learning. 

• Identify complexities and inconsistencies in the information and the different 

perspectives found in each medium. 

1.9.12.B Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of accuracy, validity, 

appropriateness, importance, and social and cultural context. 

Prepared October 2010—GW 

Approved--chr 


