
     
 

    
  

 

                            

 

   
            

              

              

           

             

        

 

 

   
            

            

       

             

                

              

 

   
                    

        

                   

         

                 

           

 

    
            

            

          

              

 

             

    

            

                

              

 

School District of Springfield Township 

Springfield Township High School 
Course Overview 

Course Name: English 12 Academic 

Course Description 
English 12 (Academic) helps students synthesize communication skills learned in previous years 

and apply them in various contexts. Students refine their writing, reading, speaking, listening, 

and critical thinking skills. They demonstrate proficiency through a variety of media including 

analytical and personal essays, mini-research papers, oral presentations, literature circles, partner 

and group projects, and full class seminars and discussion. Grammar becomes individualized 

with mini-lessons on an identified, as needed basis. 

Unit Titles 
Unit 1: Exploring the Impact of Conflict in A Thousand Splendid Suns 

Unit 2: Lord of the Flies: A Study in Theme and Symbolism 

Unit 3: Hamlet Wavered for Us All 

Unit 4: Understanding the World to Understand Ourselves: Multicultural Short Story Unit 

Unit 5: The Last Word – Employing Personal Style and Purposeful Organization in Graduation 

Speeches 

Essential Questions 
1. How do authors use literary elements to reveal human truths and ideas beyond the literal level 

of the narrative? 

2. How is the goal of fiction to convey human experience a timeless and universal idea that 

transcends eras and locations? 

3. How can writing be used as a tool for thinking (solving problems, exploring issues, 

constructing questions, addressing inquiry, and self-expression)? 

Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings 
Unit 1: Exploring the Impact of Conflict in A Thousand Splendid Suns 

• Internal and external conflicts are used by authors to develop characterization. 

• Authors use literary devices to develop theme and characterization. 

• Authors use novels as a means of conveying important social and cultural information. 

Unit 2: Lord of the Flies: A Study in Theme and Symbolism 

• Fiction is didactic. 

• Fiction authors create symbols to represent aspects of real human experience. 

• Golding uses Lord of the Flies to highlight specific flaws in human nature and how 

humans attempt to overcome these flaws which means this novel serves as a social 

commentary. 



                

           

 

       

               

            

               

 

            

             

                

 

 

             

                  

    

          

            

              

 

               

             

              

              

    

                

 

 

   
            

             

           

            

           

              

   

           

             

 

 

             

             

           

                   

  

            

       

• Golding’s Lord of the Flies is reflective of the experiences of the 21st century teenager, 

which means the themes and ideas present are timeless and universal. 

Unit 3: Hamlet Wavered For Us All 

• Hamlet has resonated with readers for more than 400 years, which means the themes, 

characters and conflicts present in the play are timeless and universal. 

• Shakespeare uses plot and characterization to show the themes of insanity and fear of 

death. 

• Language has the ability to cross barriers of time and place. 

• Perpsectives of time and place affect the reading and interpretation of literature. 

• The production of plays is an interpretive act based on one’s interpretation of the piece 

itself. 

Unit 4: Understanding the World to Understand Ourselves: Multicultural Short Story Unit 

• Literature has the ability to allow us to learn more about ourselves and the world in which 

we live. 

• Elements of short stories work together to create meaning. 

• Setting, point of view, and characterization impact conflict and its outcomes. 

• Writing is a powerful tool in communicating one’s self and culture. 

Unit 5: The Last Word – Employing Personal Style and Purposeful Organization in Graduation 

Speeches 

• Writing can be a creative outlet for our personal experiences, opinions, and ideas. 

• Analyzing the style, word choice, and structure of other graduation speeches can help 

improve our own writing. 

• A speaker uses pacing, pauses, posture, and eye contact to establish a connection with an 

audience. 

Key Competencies/Skills/Procedures 
Unit 1: Exploring the Impact of Conflict in A Thousand Splendid Suns 

• Analyze the impact of conflict on relationships and one’s sense of self. 

• Use textual evidence to support one’s assertions about a text. 

• Analyze how literary devices are used to develop theme and characterization. 

• Apply knowledge of the impact of conflict into personal writing. 

• Write with an understanding of style using a variety of sentence structures and 

descriptive word choices. 

• Create tone and voice through the use of precise language. 

• Use body paragraphs effectively to advance argument through the use of critical 

elaboration. 

Unit 2: Lord of the Flies: A Study in Theme and Symbolism 

• Identify specific details from teacher-chosen passages and use them to make inferences. 

• Read and explain the observations and interpretations of literary critics. 

• Analyze how a symbol from Lord of the Flies is used to represent a specific aspect of real 

human experience. 

• Incorporate quotes from literary criticism to support student analysis of symbols. 

• Write annotated bibliographies on secondary sources. 



              

                

            

              

  

                 

 

       

             

           

             

 

       
           

    

         

                

              

 

             

              

              

                  

 

                 

             

 

             

              

 

             

            

              

        

             

      

       

     

          

           

              

 

            

             

              

        

• Writing creative journals to demonstrate student empathy with the characters in the story. 

• Brainstorm, plan, and write an essay that analyzes Golding’s use of symbolism in Lord of 

the Flies by using primary and secondary source textual evidence as support. 

• Explain and interpret connections between Lord of the Flies and an article from 

Philadelphia Inquirer. 

• Present and verbally explain analysis of how a symbol is used in Lord of the Flies. 

Unit 3: Hamlet Wavered For Us All 

• Identify specific details from teacher-chosen passages and use them to make inferences. 

• Read and explain the observations and interpretations of literary critics. 

• Incorporate quotes from literary criticism to support student analysis of themes in 

Hamlet. 

• Write annotated bibliographies on secondary sources. 

• Develop strategies for chunking, comprehending, and fully appreciating the soliloquies 

and other challenging passages. 

• Generate detailed and sophisticated re-writes of a scene. 

• Edit a scene for its essential lines and then discuss/defend the edits with the class. 

• Demonstrate deliberate editing, casting, costuming, and set design in prepping a scene for 

film. 

• Identify and analyze poetic devices in Shakespeare’s writing and consider how such 

devices interact with content to create meaning and significance in a work of literature. 

• Understand the effect achieved with prose in lieu of verse in certain scenes. 

• Identify and explain the use of puns and how they contribute to the comic effect of a 

scene. 

• Distinguish between the use of pun for comic effect and the use of double entendre (i.e., 

word play with sexual connotations) to achieve a dark, sinister, or otherwise unsettling 

effect. 

• Discuss instances of comic relief and understand their impact on the audience. 

• Explain classical allusion and evaluate its impact on meaning and significance of a 

passage. 

• Discuss repeated images (motifs) and explore their thematic implications for a work. 

• Discuss instances of metaphor and evaluate their impact on a scene. 

• Discuss instances of verbal irony or sarcasm and appreciate how they reinforce tone. 

• Discuss and explain examples of dramatic irony. 

• Appreciate Hamlet’s complicated perception of women, its effect on other characters, and 

its thematic implications for the play. 

• Trace Hamlet’s evolving perception of death. 

• Appreciate ambiguity in characterization. 

• Explain how Laertes functions as a foil for Hamlet. 

• Contrast Ophelia’s mental breakdown with Hamlet’s feigned insanity and recognize 

“madness” as a device to advance plot and develop characterization and theme in the 

play. 

• Show Hamlet to be an example of a Renaissance tragic hero. 

• Discuss and analyze thematic strands such as corruption, betrayal, death, and uncertainty. 

• Discuss deliberate social or cultural commentary that is either blatant or subtle and 

evaluate its appropriateness within the larger work. 



               

   

 

             

                 

            

             

 

           

        

         

               

       

                  

 

               

             

         

           

 

   
            

           

 

             

        

 

       

          

   

 

             

   

 

              

 

       

 

        
            

               

                 

    
         

 

 
             

• Consider why the story of Hamlet has resonated with centuries of readers – including 

21st-century young adults. 

Unit 4: Understanding the World to Understand Ourselves: Multicultural Short Story Unit 

• Identify literary devices and analyze how they add to the impact and meaning of a story. 

• Identify conflicts and analyze their importance in developing theme and characterization. 

• Identify symbolism in a work and discuss how symbols develop theme and 

characterization. 

• Discuss how characterization is used by authors to create conflict. 

• Compare/contrast how different authors portray similar cultures. 

• Discuss how fiction is used as social commentary. 

• Identify and analyze the elements of a short story and demonstrate understanding of these 

elements by employing them in own writing. 

• Use conflict as a means to express one’s own sense of self and place in the world. 

Unit 5: The Last Word – Employing Personal Style and Purposeful Organization in Graduation 

Speeches 

• Outline, draft, revise, and deliver an original speech. 

• Annotate and analyze speeches for content, organization, style, and delivery. 

Core Vocabulary 
Unit 1: Exploring the Impact of Conflict in A Thousand Splendid Suns 

external and internal conflict, sense of self, indirect and direct characterization 

Unit 2: Lord of the Flies: A Study in Theme and Symbolism 

diction, connotation, denotation, syntax, Beelzebub, nyctophobia, groupthink, 

Unit 3: Hamlet Wavered For Us All 

tragic hero (Aristotelian and Renaissance), hamartia, soliloquy, aside, metadrama, double 

entendre, conceit, foil 

Unit 4: Understanding the World to Understand Ourselves: Multicultural Short Story Unit 

hyperbole, understatement, flashback 

Unit 5: The Last Word – Employing Personal Style and Purposeful Organization in Graduation 

Speeches 

anecdote, rhetorical question, aphorism, free word association 

State Standards and/or Anchor Standards Guiding Course 
Unit 1: Exploring the Impact of Conflict in A Thousand Splendid Suns 

1.1.11.E: Establish a reading vocabulary by identifying and correctly using new words 

acquired through the study of their relationships to other words. Use a 

dictionary or related reference. 

1.1.11.G: Make, and support with evidence, assertions about texts. 

1.3.11.B: Analyze the relationships, uses and effectiveness of literary elements used by 



           

       
                

        
        

     

        

          

           
 

             

            

            

                

           

              

            

        

             

                

              

          

             

              

          

                  

            

         

        

        

          

       

  

           

    

          

        

       

           

       

          

           

     

  

           

    

          

         

          

one or more authors in similar genres including characterization, setting, plot, 

theme, point of view, tone, and style. 

1.3.11.C : Analyze the effectiveness, in terms of literary quality, of the author’s use of 

literary devices. 

1.4.11.A: Write short stories, poems and plays. 

1.4.11.C : Write persuasive pieces. 

1.5.11.A : Write with a sharp, distinct focus. 

1.5.11.B : Write using well-developed content appropriate for the topic. 

1.6.11.E : Participate in small and large group discussions and presentations. 

Unit 2: Lord of the Flies: A Study in Theme and Symbolism 

R11.A.2.1.2 : Identify and/or apply meaning of content-specific words used in text. 

R11.A.2.5.1: Summarize the major points, processes, and/or events of a non-fictional 

text as a whole. 

R11.B.1.2.1 : Explain, interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate connections 

between texts. 

R11.A.1.3.1 : Make inferences and/or draw conclusions based on information from text. 

R11.A.1.3.2: Cite evidence from text to support generalizations. 

R11.A.1.4.1 : Identify and/or explain stated or implied main ideas and relevant 

supporting details from text. 

R11.A.1.5.1: Summarize the key details and events of a fictional text as a whole. 

R11.A.1.6.1 :Identify and/or analyze the author’s intended purpose of text. 

R11.A.1.6.2: Explain, describe, and/or analyze examples of text that support the author’s 

intended purpose. 

R11.B.1.1.1 :Explain, interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate the 

relationships within fiction and literary nonfiction. 

• Character (may also be called narrator, speaker, subject of a biography): 

o Explain, interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate character 

actions, motives, dialogue, emotions/feelings, traits, and relationships among 

characters within fictional or literary nonfictional text. 

o Explain, interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate the relationship 

between characters and other components of text. 

• Setting: 

o Explain, interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate the setting of 

fiction or literary nonfiction. 

o Explain, interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate the relationship 

between setting and other components of the text. 

• Plot (May also be called action): 

o Explain, interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate elements of the 

plot (conflict, rising action, climax and/or resolution). 

o Explain, interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate the relationship 

between elements of the plot (conflict, rising action, climax, resolution) and 

other components of the text. 

• Theme: 

o Explain, interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate the theme of 

fiction or literary nonfiction. 

o Explain, interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate the relationship 

between the theme and other components of the text. 

W11.A.1.4 :Write complex informational pieces (e.g., research papers, analyses, 



            

        

         

       

           

             

                

   

         

           

         

    

          

       

        

         

          

 
       

           

         

             

                             

              

           

              

                          

                 

                               

             

                      

       

           

                          

           

             

           

                      

         

           

        

          

        

            

               

                    

  

         

           

evaluations, essays). 

W11.A.1.5 : Write with a sharp, distinct focus. 

W11.B.1.5: Write using well-developed content appropriate for the topic. 

W11.C.1.5: Write with controlled and/or subtle organization. 

W11.D.1.5 :Write with a command of the stylistic aspects of composition. 

W11.E.1.5 :Revise writing to improve style, word choice, sentence variety and subtlety 

of meaning after rethinking how questions of purpose, audience and genre 

have been addressed. 

W11.F.1.5 : Edit writing using the conventions of language. 

W11.G.1.5 : Present and/or defend written work for publication when appropriate. 

SL.11.C.1.6: Speak using skills appropriate to formal speech situations. 

SL.11.D.1.6: Contribute to discussions. 

SL.11.E.1.6: Participate in small and large group discussions and presentations. 

SL.11.F.1.6 : Use media for learning purposes. 

SL.11.A.1.8: Select and refine a topic for research. 

SL.11.B.1.8 : Locate information using appropriate sources and strategies. 

SL.11.C.1.8: Organize, summarize and present the main ideas from research. 

Unit 3: Hamlet Wavered For Us All 

R11.A.1.3: Make inferences, draw conclusions, and make generalizations based on text. 

R11.A.1.3.2 : Cite evidence from text to support generalizations. 

R11.A.1.4.1: Identify and/or explains stated or implied main ideas and relevant 

supporting details from text. 

R11.A.1.5.1: Summarize the key details and events of a fictional text as a whole. 

R11.A.1.6.1 : Identify and/or analyze the author’s intended purpose of text. 

R11.A.1.6.2 : Explain, describe, and/or analyze examples of text that support the author’s 

intended purpose. 

R11.A.2.2.2 : Define and/or apply how the meaning of words or phrases changes when 

using context clues given in explanatory sentences. 

R11.B.1.1 : Interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and evaluate components of fiction and 

literary nonfiction (including character, setting, plot, theme, symbolism, 

tone/style/mood). 

R11.B.1.2.1: Explain, interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate connections 

between texts. 

R11.B.2.1: Identify, interpret, describe, and analyze figurative language and literary 

structures in fiction and nonfiction. 

R11.B.2.1.2 : Identify, explain, interpret, describe, and/or analyze the author’s purpose 

for and effectiveness at using figurative language in text. 

1.4.11.B: Write complex informational pieces (e.g., research papers, analyses, 

evaluations, essays). 

1.5.11.A: Write with a sharp, distinct focus. 

1.5.11.B : Write using well-developed content appropriate for the topic. 

1.5.11.C : Write with controlled and/or subtle organization. 

1.5.11.D: Write with a command of the stylistic aspects of composition 

1.5.11.E :Revise writing to improve style, word choice, sentence variety and subtlety of 

meaning after rethinking how questions of purpose, audience and genre have 

been addressed. 

1.5.11.F : Edit writing using the conventions of language. 

1.5.11.G : Present and/or defend written work for publication when appropriate. 



          

     

           

       

         

         

          

 

             

          

             

            

         

             

                

           

                  

           

             

       

          

        

            

              

           

   

         

 

               

   

        

            

          

           

             

               

           

           

              

           

        

           

         

   

               

             

 

              

1.6.11.C: Speak using skills appropriate to formal speech situations. 

1.6.11.D : Contribute to discussions. 

1.6.11.E : Participate in small and large group discussions and presentations. 

1.6.11.F : Use media for learning purposes. 

1.8.11.A : Select and refine a topic for research. 

1.8.11.B : Locate information using appropriate sources and strategies. 

1.8.11.C: Organize, summarize and present the main ideas from research. 

Unit 4: Understanding the World to Understand Ourselves: Multicultural Short Story Unit 

R11.B.1.2.1 :Explain, interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate connections 

between texts. 

R11.A.1.3.1 : Make inferences and/or draw conclusions based on information from text. 

R11.A.1.3.2 : Cite evidence from text to support generalizations. 

R11.A.1.4.1 : Identify and/or explain stated or implied main ideas and relevant 

supporting details from text. 

R11.B.1.1.1 : Explain, interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and/or evaluate the 

relationships within fiction and literary nonfiction. 

W11.A.1.4 : Write complex informational pieces (e.g., research papers, analyses, 

evaluations, essays). 

W11.A.1.5 :Write with a sharp, distinct focus. 

W11.B.1.5 : Write using well-developed content appropriate for the topic. 

W11.C.1.5 : Write with controlled and/or subtle organization. 

W11.D.1.5 : Write with a command of the stylistic aspects of composition. 

W11.E.1.5 : Revise writing to improve style, word choice, sentence variety and subtlety 

of meaning after rethinking how questions of purpose, audience and genre 

have been addressed. 

W11.F.1.5 : Edit writing using the conventions of language. 

Unit 5: The Last Word – Employing Personal Style and Purposeful Organization in Graduation 

Speeches 

R11.A.1.6: Identify, describe, and analyze genre of text. 

R11.B.1.1: Interpret, compare, describe, analyze, and evaluate components of fiction and 

literary nonfiction. 

R11.B.2.1: Identify, interpret, describe, and analyze figurative language and literary 

structures in fiction and nonfiction. 

R11.B.2.2: Identify, interpret, describe, and analyze the point of view of the narrator in 

fictional and nonfictional text. 

R11.B.3.3: Identify, compare, explain, interpret, describe, and analyze how text 

organization clarifies meaning of nonfictional text. 

1.5.11.A: Write with a clear focus, identifying topic, task, and audience. 

1.5.11.B: Develop content appropriate for the topic. 

1.5.11.C: Write with controlled and/or subtle organization. Establish coherence within 

and among paragraphs through effective transitions, parallel structures, and 

similar writing techniques. 

1.5.11.D: Write with an understanding of style using a variety of sentence structures and 

descriptive word choices. Create tone and voice through the use of precise 

language. 

1.5.11.E: Revise writing to improve style, word choice, sentence variety, and subtlety of 



           

  

             

            

       

 

   
          

      

       

    

           

              

  

            

        

     

 

 

    

      

meaning after rethinking how questions of purpose, audience, and genre have 

addressed. 

1.5.11.F : Use grade appropriate conventions of language when writing and editing. 

1.6.11.B: Demonstrate awareness of audience using appropriate volume and clarity in 

formal presentations 

Core Resources 
Teacher created materials available on Moodle and individual class wikispaces 

Thousand Splended Suns by Khaled Hosseini 

Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

Hamlet by William Shakespeare 

Selected short stories from Perfection Learning’s A Multicultural Reader, Collection Two 

Selected speeches from Take This Advice: The Best Graduation Speeches Ever Given, edited by 

Sandra Bark 

Selected creative writing exercises from Now Write! Fiction Writing Exercises from Today’s 

Best Writers and Teachers, edited by Sherry Ellis 

Sadlier-Oxford‘s Vocabulary Workshop Level G 

Prepared September 2010—BAO 

Approved—chr 


