
     
 

    
  

 

                               

 

   
              

    

 

   
          

 

   
    

    

    

    

 

   
    

            

      

     

          

        

           

         

           

            

        

 

    
    

         

              

       

        

 

    

        

           

       

 

School District of Springfield Township 

Springfield Township High School 
Course Overview 

Ceramics I 

Course Description 
In Ceramics I students produce clay pottery and sculpture using hand building, wheel throwing, 

and glazing techniques. 

Course Prerequisites 
A minimum final grade of ”C“ in Art I 

Unit Titles 
Unit 1: Pinch Method 

Unit 2: Coil Method 

Unit 3: Slab Method 

Unit 4: Mosaic Method 

Essential Questions 
1. What is clay? 

2. How can a form be created by manipulating clay by hand? 

3. How can function define form? 

4. Does form follow function? 

5. How can form be enhanced by using additive methods? 

6. How can surface decoration effect ceramic ware? 

7. What forms can be created by coiling and blending clay? 

8. How can coiling techniques affect shape and form? 

9. What structural forms can be built using the slab technique? 

10. What shapes can clay take on when draped over a mold? 

11. What criteria defines a well crafted artwork? 

Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings 
Unit 1: Pinch Method 

• Cultural and historical importance of ceramic arts 

• Synthesis of historical research and personal ideas to design original works of art 

• Manipulation of clay into shaped forms 

• Quality of craftsmanship in a ceramic artwork 

Unit 2: Coil Method 

• Importance of vertical lift in a form 

• How color design and color theory can enhance a form 

• Value of ergonomics in product design 



 

    

        

      

      

 

 

    

     

       

         

 

   
    

    

           

       

         

       

    

        

 

    

          

       

        

       

            

 

    

            

         

       

           

     

 

    

          

          

       

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 3: Slab Method 

• Importance of the role of funtional pottery 

• Visually pleasing functional ceramic works 

• Elements and principles of design 

Unit 4: Mosaic Method 

• Value of public art 

• Large shapes using smaller multiple pieces 

• Interpretation of a drawing into a shattered image 

Key Competencies/Skills/Procedures 
Unit 1: Pinch Method 

• Prepare clay properly 

• Utilize research of ancient ceramic artworks as a design component 

• Develop three-Dimensional design stratagies and skills 

• Create complex forms in clay utilizing assemblage techniques 

• Utilize tools for effective surface preparation 

• Distinguish fine craftsmanship 

• Create intricate surface design utilizing scafitto techniques 

Unit 2: Coil Method 

• Design functional ceramic wares based on the coil technique 

• Research contemporary ceramic art and artists 

• Build a vessel utilizing the coil technique 

• Apply glazes to create surface color 

• Use the creative development process to strengthen ideas in a journal 

Unit 3: Slab Method 

• Utilize three dimensional design and structural integrity to design functional works 

• Design functional serving pieces to enhance specific foods 

• Create serving platters from clay slabs 

• Connect multiple slabs of clay to construct box forms 

• Create well functioning lids 

Unit 4: Mosaic Method 

• Transfer a 2-dimensional drawing into a bas relief tile 

• Utilize color into the design of a mosaic image 

• Install tiles onto a backing surface 

• Mix and properly install grout into the recesses between tiles 



   

 
    

            

            

  

 

    

            

     

 

    

          

      

 

    

              

      

 

   
         

             

       

          

 

      

         

  

         

                   

 

              

           

          

                  

   

              

    

                

         

        

         

         

       

          

              

 

 

Core Vocabulary 

Unit 1: Pinch Method 

earthenware, foot, greenware, clay body, Leather hard, Bone Dry, Wedging, Pinch-pot, Score, 

Slip, Lekythos, Hand building, black figure, Red figure, Sgraffito, Under-glaze, Kiln, 

Bisque- fire 

Unit 2: Coil Method 

Terra-cotta, Vertical lift, Grog, Coiling, Color, Banding wheel, Tube spout, Burnishing, 

Bat, Glaze Fire, Wax resist 

Unit 3: Slab Method 

Template, Form, Tableware, Platters, Functional/non functional, Modeling, Drape mold, 

Ergonomics, Elements and Principles of Design 

Unit 4: Mosaic Method 

Pattern, Mosaic, Tile, Bas releif, Tesserae, Opus vermiculatum, Opus tesselatum, Grout, Press 

mold, Brocade Tile, Grout, Backer-board, Thin-set 

Core Resources 
Samples of completed works both student and teacher created 

Hands in Clay. Fourth Edition, by Charlotte F. Speight and John Toki, 1999 

The Practical Potter. By Josie Warshaw, 2005 

The Clay Lover’s guide to Making Molds, Peirce Clayton, 1998 

Pennsylvania State Standards Guiding Course 

PA State Academic Standards for the Arts and Humanities 

All Units 

9.1 12 Production, Performance, and Exhibition of Visual Arts 

A. Know and use the elements and Principles of each art form to create works in the arts and 

humanities 

B. Recognize, know. And use and demonstrate a variety of appropriate arts elements and 

principles to produce, review, and revise original works in the arts 

C. Integrate and apply advanced vocabulary to the arts forms. 

E. Delineate a unifying theme through the production of a work of art that reflects skills in media 

processes and techniques. 

F. Analyze works of arts influenced by experiences or historical and cultural events through 

production, performance or exhibition. 

H. Incorporate the effective and safe use of materials, equipment, and tools into the production of 

works in the arts at work and performance spaces. 

• Evaluate the use and applications of materials. 

• Evaluate issues of cleanliness related to the arts. 

• Evaluate the use and applications of mechanical/electrical equipment. 

• Evaluate differences among selected physical space/environment. 

• Evaluate the use and applications of safe props/stage equipment. 

• Evaluate the use and apply safe methods for storing materials in the arts 



     

               

               

                   

          

   

            

               

        

 

   

               

    

  

  

     

               

 

                

   

   

   

                   

     

                 

     

  

     

                

        

                

   

   

   

                   

     

                 

     

 

 

   

 

9.2.12 Historical and Cultural Contexts 

A. Explain the historical, cultural and social context of an individual work in the arts. 

B. Relate works in the arts chronologically to historical events (e.g., 10,000 B.C. to present). 

C. Relate works in the arts to varying styles and genre and to the periods in which they were 

created (e.g., Bronze Age, Ming Dynasty, Renaissance, Classical, Modern, Post-Modern, 

Contemporary, Futuristic, others). 

D. Analyze a work of art from its historical and cultural perspective. 

E. Analyze how historical events and culture impact forms, techniques and purposes of works in 

the arts (e.g., Gilbert and Sullivan operettas) 

9.3.12 Critical Response 

A. Explain and apply the critical examination processes of works in the arts and humanities. 

• Compare and contrast 

• Analyze 

• Interpret 

• Form and test hypotheses 

C. Apply systems of classification for interpreting works in the arts and forming a critical 

response. 

E. Examine and evaluate various types of critical analysis of works in the arts and humanities. 

• Contextual criticism 

• Formal criticism 

• Intuitive criticism 

F. Analyze the processes of criticism used to compare the meanings of a work in the arts in both 

its own and present time. 

G. Analyze works in the arts by referencing the judgments advanced by arts critics as well as 

one’s own analysis and critique 

9.4 .12 (A) Aesthetic response 

A. Evaluate an individual’s philosophical statement on a work in the arts and its relationship to 

one’s own life based on knowledge and experience 

E. Examine and evaluate various types of critical analysis of works in the arts and humanities. 

• Contextual criticism 

• Formal criticism 

• Intuitive criticism 

F. Analyze the processes of criticism used to compare the meanings of a work in the arts in both 

its own and present time 

G. Analyze works in the arts by referencing the judgments advanced by arts critics as well as 

one’s own analysis and critique 

Prepared October 2010--MK 

Approved--chr 


