
     
 

    
  

 

    

 

   
               

         

       

 

  
         

 

   
   

    

 

 

     

 

 

   
            

              

               

           

          

 

    

           

        

          

               

            

        

               

 

   
      

          

 

 

School District of Springfield Township 

Springfield Township High School 
Course Overview 

Course Name: Art II 

Course Description 
Art II extends the principles of design and organization through the exploration of new media, 

advanced compositional strategies, and expressive techniques. Students experience alternative 

painting methods and multi-dimensional design. 

Course Prerequisite 
A minimum final grade of “C” in Art I 

Unit Titles 
Two Dimensional Design 

Three Dimensional Design 

Drawing 

Painting 

Art History and Cultural Diversity 

Printmaking 

Essential Questions 
1. How does one recognize, understand, or interpret a work of art? 

2. Having had experience with several mediums and techniques, how does one learn to 

master these skills? How do my technical skills help me express my ideas more clearly? 

3. How do artists begin to develop style in their work? 

4. How do I make my work look more professional? 

Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings 

• One’s idea/concept is expressed and strengthened through artistic techniques and 

manipulation of the elements and principles of design. 

• Drawing, painting, and sculpture share similar compositional relationships. 

• Earlier learned concepts and skills can be integrated at this level, but new approaches 

must be adopted in order to achieve more professional results. 

• Work promoting increased experimentation and risk taking. 

• Art has a unique history and vocabulary which helps one verbalize ideas and criticism. 

Key Competencies/Skills/Procedures 
1. Develop increased observational skills 

• Figure/ground relationships, cast shadows, mirror reflections, planes, and form. 



             

      

            

              

   

             

      

 

              

   

              

             

      

        

          

 

                 

     

          

            

         

              

      

 

             

          

          

 

           

       

            

   

 

               

    

   

      

 

        

   

     

 

            

    

  

     

 

 

2. Develop descriptive writing and speaking skills through self-evaluation, group and individual 

critique, and exercising a descriptive vocabulary. 

• Examine and identify elements and principles present in one another’s work 

• Analyze, discuss, and interpret the visual, narrative, and conceptual qualities observed in 

works of art. 

• Exercise new descriptive writing and speaking skills through verbal and written critiques 

and reflective journal entries. 

3. Develop increased levels of technical skill in various painting, drawing, collage, printmaking, 

and sculpture techniques. 

• Demonstrate painting skills with pointillism, hard edge values, and wet in wet techniques 

• Demonstrate the ability to create multiple values and gradations with different materials 

including hatching, stippling, textures and patterns. 

• Demonstrate fine work with X-acto® knives 

• Explore varied effects from layering papers and textures 

4. Develop work that relies more heavily on the elements and principles of design, and less 

dependent on representational imagery. 

• Applying principles of design to representational and nonrepresentational work 

• Recognizing the different visual impacts resulting from variable contrast and focus 

• Develop a sense of resolved imagery and unity 

• Create values, colors, gradations, and forms from varied densities of texture and pattern. 

• Geometric and organic design 

5. Develop preliminary research and experimentation as normal preparation for major works. 

• Examine work by accomplished artists in preparation for assignments 

• Experiment with elements, principles and techniques prior to applications 

6. Develop ideas and compositions that require more inventive ingenuity. 

• Experience greater breadth in mediums 

• Develop a sense of personal statement and invention in their work. 

• Create 

7. Research historical and cultural trends and their ability to influence student work. 

• Design trends 

• Conceptual trends 

• Technology, technical, and technique advancements. 

8. Develop professional presentation and craftsmanship skills. 

• Cropping 

• Mounting and matting work 

9. Recognize and respect one another’s personal experiences, strengths, weaknesses, opinions, 

and points of view. 

• Critique 

• Classroom presentation and discussion. 



             

         

       

 

   
        

    

           

         

     

            

        

           

      

 

   
              

             

                

              

            

 

 

      

 
        

              

            

                   

 

 

              

 

              

   

               

                    

       

          

             

               

                  

  

 

              

    

       

 

10. Recognize proper care and safe use of art materials and equipment. 

• Lino tools, knives, aerosols, and other dangerous materials 

• Presses, computers and other classroom equipment 

Core Vocabulary 
figure/ground relationships, compositional emphasis, contrast, harmony, movement, rhythm, 

unity, balance, repetition, focus 

dominant color, warm/cool colors, value, hue, intensity, saturation, opaque, transparent, limited 

palette, high key, low key, warm cool contrasts, etc. 

contour, proportion, gesture, volume, etc. 

gradation, tone, cross hatching, hard/soft edge, texture, marks, blending, cast shadow, reflected 

light, blocking an image, ghosting an image. 

positive and negative space, low relief, assemblage, interior/exterior space, surface, shape, 

scale, position, weight, base, armature, engineering. 

Core Resources 
Collier, Graham. Form, Space, and Vision. Prentice-Hall, Inc., New Jersey 1967 

Nicolaides, Kimon, The Natural Way to Draw. Houghton Mifflin, Boston, Mass. 1969 

Ocvirk, Otto G., et al. Art Fundamentals Theory and Practice. McGraw-Hill, Boston, MA 1998 

Sheaks, Barclay. Drawing figures and faces. Davis Publications, Worcester, Mass. 1987 

Smith, Ray. Drawing Figures. Dorling Kindersley, New York 1994 

Pennsylvania State Standards Guiding Course 

9.1. Production, Performance and Exhibition of Visual Arts 

Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge and support every student to realize his or 

her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to: 

A. Know and use the elements and principles of each art form to create works in the arts and 

humanities. 

Elements 

Visual Arts: • color • form/shape • line • space • texture • value 

Principles 

Visual Arts: • balance • contrast • emphasis/focal point • movement/rhythm • proportion/scale • 

repetition • unity/harmony 

B. Recognize, know, use and demonstrate a variety of appropriate arts elements and principles to 

produce, review and revise original works in the arts .Visual Arts: • paint • draw • craft • sculpt • 

print • design for environment, communication, multi-media 

C. Integrate and apply advanced vocabulary to the arts forms. 

D. Demonstrate specific styles in combination through the production or performance of a 

unique work of art (e.g., a dance composition that combines jazz dance and African dance). 

E. Delineate a unifying theme through the production of a work of art that reflects skills in media 

processes and 

techniques. 

F. Analyze works of arts influenced by experiences or historical and cultural events through 

production, performance or exhibition. 

G. Analyze the effect of practice sessions. 



                 

         

        

         

         

       

          

              

                

   

              

            

           

        

          

          

     

             

      

 

     

               

               

                   

          

   

            

               

       

              

 

         

  

  

  

   

  

   

   

               

  

                 

         

  

                 

            

                  

        

 

H. Incorporate the effective and safe use of materials, equipment and tools into the production of 

works in the arts at work and performance spaces. 

• Evaluate the use and applications of materials. 

• Evaluate issues of cleanliness related to the arts. 

• Evaluate the use and applications of mechanical/electrical equipment. 

• Evaluate differences among selected physical space/environment. 

• Evaluate the use and applications of safe props/stage equipment. 

• Evaluate the use and apply safe methods for storing materials in the arts. 

I. Distinguish among a variety of regional arts events and resources and analyze methods of 

selection and admission. 

J. Analyze and evaluate the use of traditional and contemporary technologies for producing, 

performing and exhibiting works in the arts or the works of others. 

• Analyze traditional technologies (e.g., acid printing, etching methods, musical instruments, 

costume materials, eight track recording, super 8 movies). 

• Analyze contemporary technologies (e.g., virtual reality design, instrument enhancements, 

photographic tools, broadcast equipment, film cameras, preservation tools, web graphics, 

computer generated marching band designs). 

K. Analyze and evaluate the use of traditional and contemporary technologies in furthering 

knowledge and understanding in the humanities. 

9.2. Historical and Cultural Contexts 

A. Explain the historical, cultural and social context of an individual work in the arts. 

B. Relate works in the arts chronologically to historical events (e.g., 10,000 B.C. to present). 

C. Relate works in the arts to varying styles and genre and to the periods in which they were 

created (e.g., Bronze Age, Ming Dynasty, Renaissance, Classical, Modern, Post-Modern, 

Contemporary, Futuristic, others). 

D. Analyze a work of art from its historical and cultural perspective. 

E. Analyze how historical events and culture impact forms, techniques and purposes of works in 

the arts (e.g., Gilbert and Sullivan operettas) 

F. Know and apply appropriate vocabulary used between social studies and the arts and 

humanities. 

G. Relate works in the arts to geographic regions: 

• Africa 

• Asia 

• Australia 

• Central America 

• Europe 

• North America 

• South America 

H. Identify, describe and analyze the work of Pennsylvania Artists in dance, music, theatre and 

visual arts. 

I. Identify, explain and analyze philosophical beliefs as they relate to works in the arts (e.g., 

classical architecture, rock music, Native American dance, contemporary American 

musical theatre). 

J. Identify, explain and analyze historical and cultural differences as they relate to works in the 

arts (e.g., PLAYS BY Shakespeare, works by Michelangelo, ethnic dance and music). 

K. Identify, explain and analyze traditions as they relate to works in the arts (e.g., story telling – 

plays, oral histories- poetry, work songs- blue grass). 



               

          

 

               

    

  

  

     

   

                  

               

          

               

 

              

      

                

   

   

   

                   

     

                 

     

 

                

        

                 

         

  

             

             

        

               

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

L. Identify, explain and analyze common themes, forms and techniques from works in the arts 

(e.g., Copland and Graham’s Appalachian Spring and Millet’s The Gleaners). 

A. Explain and apply the critical examination processes of works in the arts and humanities. 

• Compare and contrast 

• Analyze 

• Interpret 

• Form and test hypotheses 

• Evaluate/form judgments 

B. Determine and apply criteria to a person’s work and works of others in the arts (e.g., use 

visual scanning techniques to critique the student’s own use of sculptural space in comparison to 

Julio Gonzales’ use of space in Woman Combing Her Hair). 

C. Apply systems of classification for interpreting works in the arts and forming a critical 

response. 

D. Analyze and interpret works in the arts and humanities from different societies using 

culturally specific vocabulary of critical response. 

E. Examine and evaluate various types of critical analysis of works in the arts and humanities. 

• Contextual criticism 

• Formal criticism 

• Intuitive criticism 

F. Analyze the processes of criticism used to compare the meanings of a work in the arts in both 

its own and present time. 

G. Analyze works in the arts by referencing the judgments advanced by arts critics as well as 

one’s own analysis and critique. 

A. Evaluate an individual’s philosophical statement on a work in the arts and its relationship to 

one’s own life based on knowledge and experience. 

B. Describe and analyze the effects that works in the arts have on groups, individuals and the 

culture (e.g., Orson Welles’ 1938 radio broadcast, War of 

the Worlds). 

C. Compare and contrast the attributes of various audiences’ environments as they influence 

individual aesthetic response (e.g., viewing traditional Irish dance at county fair versus the 

performance of River Dance in a concert hall). 

D. Analyze and interpret a philosophical position identified in works in the arts and humanities 
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