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Abramovitz, Melissa.  Lou Gehrig’s Disease.  Detroit: Lucent Books, Thomson/Gale, 2006.  1-59018-676-1. 112 p. 

  $31.20.  Gr. 5-8.   

Looks at the degenerative disease amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), commonly known as Lou Gehrig's disease. Chapters 

give basic information about the causes, symptoms, diagnosis, and treatment of the disease. While stem cell research may offer 

a potential boon, at this point there is no cure for ALS.  Color diagrams, photos, and black-and-white photos of Gehrig himself 

complement the text, as do sidebars and text boxes.  A good resource for middle  teens wanting to research this devastating 

disease.  Glossary, list of agencies to contact, sources and an index complete the work.  Part of the Diseases and Disorders 

series.            Pat Naismith 

 

Afghanistan. Detroit: Gale, 2006.  0-7377-3303-9. 166p. $35.00.  Gr. 9-12. 

Opposing Viewpoints, Afghanistan, offers four chapters of viewpoint essays dealing with the current conflict in Afghanistan.  

A strong historical overview and up-to-date arguments are debated regarding the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan and the lives of 

women in Afghanistan since the invasion as well as the political climate and how drug production in Afghanistan should be 

addressed.   Each article starts with an author introduction and begins with questions to consider before and while reading.  

Many individual authors offer very thorough and balanced, well-supported theories that make use of many examples.  Excellent 

for adults and students for research and debate. Includes For Further Discussion, Organizations to Contact, and Index.  

             B.J. Neary  
 

Alderman, Bruce, ed. Interracial Relationships. (Social Issues Firsthand) Detroit: Greenhaven, 2006. 0737728958.  

 $28.70. 109 p. Gr. 9+ 

Interracial Relationships presents a readable introduction into to the development of racial identity and motivations for 

interracial relationships. The first-person narratives feature a variety of views on these relationships, whether they be 

friendships, romantic liaisons or the adoption of a child of a different race then yours.  Included is a listing of organizations to 

contact for help and information as well as a listing of books and magazines article for further research.  

Other titles in the series are: Death and Dying, Family Violence, Abortion, Capital Punishment, the Environment, 

Gambling, Hate Crimes, Immigration, Prisons and Religion.      Sandra Krieg 

   

Andryszewski, Tricia.  Walking the Earth: The History of Human Migration.  Minneapolis: Twenty-first Century Books, 

 2007.  0-7613-34598-0.  80 p.  $20.95.  Gr. 5-9. 

A broad overview of human migration from prehistory to the twenty-first century, examining the reasons why populations leave 

their homes.   While this volume is not helpful for those doing in-depth research, it fills a void for basic information on the 

topic in the educational market.  The redeeming quality of this book is the collection of charts in the back that project future 

population and migration.          Candy Blessing 

 

Aron, Paul D.  Mysteries in History: from Prehistory to the Present.  Santa Barbara:  ABC –CLIO, 2006.   

             1-85109-899-2.  447p.  $85.00.  Gr. 9-12. 

A fascinating book that answers questions that have mystified for ages.  It begins with the question, “Were the Neanderthals our 

ancestors?” and ends with “Was O.J. Simpson guilty?”  Great bibliography follows each article.  A great resource for any 

library.                                                                                           Donna Darmofal 

 

Assisted Suicide. Detroit: Thomson Gale, 2007.  0-7377-3640-2. 112 p. $25.00  Gr 7-12. 

From the series, Writing the Critical Essay: an Opposing Viewpoints Guide, Assisted Suicide deals with the 1997 Death with 

Dignity Act passed in Oregon and the furor it has raised all over the country. Key arguments made for and against assisted 

suicide are debated. Readers will be encouraged to develop their own opinions through skill-building exercises and thoughtful 

discussion questions after reading six viewpoint essays.  Section Two models the five-paragraph narrative essay and identifying 

and organizing components of the narrative essay such as isolating story elements.  Exercises will help in writing a scene with 

dialogue. Includes full color photographs, graphs, and political cartoons throughout. Appendix A contains useful “Facts About 

Assisted Suicide.” Organizations to Contact, and an Index are included. Very helpful for helping students learn to organize 

ideas and arguments and to write essays, recommended for junior and senior high school.                 B.J. Neary   

 

 Bain, Terry.  We are the Cat: Life Through the Eyes of the Royal Feline.  New York: Harmony Books, 2006.   175 p.  

 $16.00.   0-307-33918-1.  

Bain explores the daily life and habits of a house cat from the perspective of the cat.  Cat lovers will enjoy reading the cat’s first 

“person” accounts of life with the family, but will not gain any earth shattering revelations about their felines.  Adult    

           Candy Blessing 

 

Bankston, John.  Sigmund Freud: Exploring the Mysteries of the Mind.  Berkley Heights, NJ: Enslow, 2006.   

0-7660-2336-2. 128p. $30. Gr. 7-9. 

Part of The Great Minds of Science series, Sigmund Freud was a driven, Austrian physician who revolutionized ideas on how  
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the human mind works, greatly advancing the fields of psychiatry and psychology.  Biographical information includes the  

anti-semitism of the times, Freud’s childhood, education, and his courting of his future wife, Martha. Freud’s pioneering work 

in psychoanalysis, dream analysis, and the Oedipus Complex are covered as well as his extensive writings.  Includes activities, 

chronology, glossary and index.         B.J. Neary 

 

Bartell, Susan S. Dr. Susan’s Girls-Only Weight Loss Guide: The Easy, Fun Way to Look and Feel Good!  Williston Park, 

 NY: Parent Positive Press, 2006. 0-9721502-0-X. 272 p. $14.95. Gr. 7 up. 

This self-described weight-loss guide for girls is filled with expert advice that extends beyond weight loss to overall health. 

Self-confidence, family history, eating disorders and exercise are all covered extensively. The use of a teen (girl) advisory 

group to develop the content presentation is evident in the many girl-friendly features. Hues of pink label chapters, sections and 

page numbers, highlight sidebars, and are used in graphics throughout the text. Each chapter has at least one quiz with an 

analysis of the answers girls provide as well as checklists for summative advice. Back matter introduces the advisory 

committee, provides additional resources, and contains an extensive index. This book will interest all girls.     Sarah Braxton 

 

Bausum, Ann. Freedom Riders: John Lewis and Jim Zwerg on the Front Lines of the Civil Rights Movement. Washington 

 D.C.: National Geographic, 2006.  0-7922-4173-8. 79 p. $18.95. Gr. 6-12. 

This is an excellent resource on the civil rights movement. The book begins with brief biographies on Lewis and Zwerg and 

their motivation to participate in the civil rights movement. The nonviolent protests of the 1940’s, 50’s and 60’s, and their 

participants are described, with a focus on the May 1961freedom rides and riders. The violence is described in words and 

pictures. A “partial roster of riders” and a timeline are included.       Michelle Stone 

 

Bausum, Ann.  Freedom Riders: John Lewis and Jim Zwerg on the Front Lines of the Civil Rights Movement 

             Washington, D.C.:  National Geographic, 2006.  0-7922-4173-8.  79p.  $18.95 – Gr. 7+ 

The triumph and the tragedy of the Civil Rights Movement is portrayed in detail, as both blacks and whites came together in 

1961 to protest and change the Jim Crow laws in the South.  The Freedom Rides are made personal through the introduction of 

two of the Freedom Riders, John Lewis, a black who grew up under segregation, and Jim Zwerg, a white college student who 

grew up in a community without racial diversity.  Both Lewis and Zwerg discuss their participation in the Freedom Rides in the 

foreword.  Their fight for equality is interwoven with the historical narrative, enabling readers to appreciate and understand the  

personal sacrifices and dangers faced by not only Lewis and Zwerg, but by all the Freedom Riders as they attempted to 

challenge segregation by riding as a means to highlight non-compliance with Federal laws guaranteeing integration of public 

transportation.   The narrative is clear, identifying the culture of America at the time of the Freedom Rides and the reasons that 

made the rides a necessity.  Black and white photos are used to supplement the text.  Of particular interest is a partial roster of 

other Freedom Riders and a timeline showing Lewis’s and Zwerg’s lives, the legal and unofficial status of segregation, and how 

they come together as a force in the Civil Rights Movement.   Recommended as an excellent introduction to the Freedom 

Riders.               Rosanne Zajko  

 

 Beller, Susan Provost. The History Puzzle.  Minneapolis: Twenty-First Century Books, 2006. 0761328773. $26.60 

 128 p. Gr. 8+ 
 The History Puzzle provides an interesting look at the historian’s craft.  First, the book attempts to define the nature of 

 historical research. The book describes the usefulness and pitfalls of different types of evidence including oral and 

 written primary sources, places and locations, and artifacts.  A pervading theme throughout the book is that history is 

 constantly changing as new sources of information and interpretations alter commonly accepted historical “truths”.  

 Since no historical picture is ever totally complete, the historian fills the role of detective as he strives to unravel the 

 mystery of his chosen subject.  One of the strengths of the book is that it examines numerous historical topics in 

 illustrating the constantly shifting sands of historical knowledge.  Among these topics are the mysteries involving the 

 Great Wall of China, Stonehenge, the Rosetta Stone, The Bible and Noah’s Ark, and Custer’s Last Stand.  The writing 

 style is direct, the subject matter would seem to lend itself only to the most thoughtful and motivated middle school 

 aged history student.  It is better suited to a high school collection. 

      William A. Strong, History Teacher, The Haverford School

  

Blauer, Ettagale and Jason Laure. South Africa. New York: Children’s Press, 2006. 0-516-24853-7. 144 p. $36. Gr. 5-9.  
This revised title is from the Enchantment of the World: Second Series. It covers the history, politics, people, economy, 

languages, religion and social issues facing the country. The text is clear and concise, and complimented by many color photos. 

A timeline of South African and world history, fast facts, further reading, and an index are included.                 Michelle Stone 

 

 Bohannon, Lisa Frederiksen.  Freedom Cannot Rest: Ella Baker and The Civil Rights Movement (Portraits of Black 

 Americans) Greensboro, NC: Morgan Reynolds, 2005. 176p. 1-931798-716   $27.95.  Gr. 6-9.   

The work of Ella Baker in the Civil Rights Movement has been largely overlooked. Yet she worked tirelessly behind the scenes 

organizing, raising money, and raising awareness. She often traveled alone, dangerous for any woman in the early part of the 
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20th Century, and  worked closely with mainstream organizations such as NAACP and the SCLC, but distrusted their top-down 

leadership style and often clashed with that leadership.  The book provides a concise overview of the Civil Rights Movement,  

in addition to being a compelling biography of Ella Baker. This book is clearly written and amply illustrated with period photos 

and artwork.  Recommended .  Biography        Candy Blessing 

 

Bloom, Harold, ed. Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451. New York: Chelsea House, 2007.  Bloom’s Guides: Comprehensive 

 Research & Study Guides.  0-7910-9294-1. $30.00.  96 pp. Grades 10-12.  

Each section in this book addresses a different aspect of the novel that will enhance students’ understanding. In his 

introduction, Harold Bloom places the novel in the context of the 1950s, when it was written, and discusses its continuing 

relevance. The “Biographical Sketch” (3 pp.) focuses on Bradbury’s writing career. “The Story Behind the Story” (2 pp.) 

explores the 1950s in greater depth and Bradbury’s contribution to the development of science fiction.  The “Summary and 

Analysis” (30 pp.) explores the novel itself. The “Critical Views” section includes eight previously published essays by 

professors of English on topics such as allusions, themes, social criticism, style, writing, and context. Each of these sections is 

clearly written and accessible by high school students. The text is supplemented by annotated bibliography, contributor notes 

and acknowledgements, and an index. The Bloom’s Guides series is well suited for high school libraries because of its format, 

level of writing, and coverage of titles most often read by high school students. Each of the 40 books in the series has the same 

structure and chapters, a title-specific introduction by Bloom, and essays from books and journals addressing varying aspects of 

that specific title. Other series titles published this year discuss The Catcher in the Rye and Slaughterhouse Five.  Literary 

criticism.                           Eleanor Howe  
 

Bloom, Harold.  Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s One Hundred Years of Solitude. New York: Chelsea House, 2006.  

 0-7919-8578-3. 135p.  $35.00. Gr. 9-12. 

This Bloom’s Guide is an informative, easily understandable literary guide to the many themes and topics in One Hundred 

Years of Solitude.   There is a variety of articles that provide key criticism and analysis on the images of women, magical 

realism, love and solitude, and magic, science, and tragedy in the novel. Includes Annotated Bibliography and Index. A must 

have for any high school library.  Literary Criticism                         B.J. Neary  

 

Bloom, Harold.  Gabriel Garcia Marquez. Philadelphia : Chelsea House, 2006.  

 0-7919-8115-X    129p.  $35.00. Gr. 9-12. 

After an introduction by Harold Bloom,  Amy  Sickles  follows with a substantial, updated biography on Gabriel Garcia 

Marquez that helps students understand his style and analyzes his literary works.  For any high school curriculum that covers 

One Hundred Years of Solitude and Love in the Time of Cholera, this book is an essential update to a revered Latin American 

author whose works are “crammed full of life.” Includes Chronology, Works about Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Web Sites Index.  

Biography/Literary Criticism            B.J. Neary  
  

Brager, Bruce L.  John Paul Jones: America’s Sailor. Greensboro, NC: Morgan Reynolds Publishing, 2006. 1-931798-

 84-2. 160p. $35.00 Gr. 8-11. 

John Paul Jones had a major impact in the beginnings of the navy in the American colonies.  He was a complicated hero who 

was tragically flawed. He lived in a time where ancestry, more than talent, controlled a man’s career.  John Paul Jones was 

brave and brilliant when it came to naval maneuvers but was very difficult to get along with. He is remembered in history as the 

father of the U.S. Navy.  Includes Timeline,Web Sites and Index.  Biography    B.J. Neary  

 

Bryson, Bill. The Life and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid.  New York: Broadway Books, 2006. 0-7679-1936-X. 

 270 p.   $25.00. Gr. 9-12. 

This is an action-packed autobiography by Bill Bryson. All throughout the book you will be entertained by hilarious 

and mischievous stories from the author’s childhood. This book held me captive for hours. There were times I laughed 

so hard my sides hurt.    Biography        Teddy Kostich, 10
th
 grade student, Juniata High School  

 

Bryson, Bill. The Life and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid. New York: Broadway Books, 2006.  0-7679-1936-X. $25.00.  

 Gr.  9-12. 

 Bryson delivers another hilarious and entertaining story as he tells of his growing up in Des Moines, Iowa in mid-twentieth 

century America. He tells the story as his young super-hero self – the Thunderbolt Kid, whom he believed himself to be as he 

roamed his neighborhood clad in an old football jersey and towel “cape.”  He touches on many subjects as he gives a glimpse of 

his life: his parents (be sure to read the jars-under-the kitchen-sink story!), his siblings, baseball, his friends, the excitement in 

the 1950’s over new-fangled gadgets such as television, refrigerators, etc., and much more. Bryson’s delightful glimpse of life 

in this time and place is not to be missed. Biography                                 Nancy Chrismer 

 

Bryson, Bill. The Life and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid: A Memoir.  New York: Broadway Books, 2006.  076791936X. 

  270 p.  $21.25.  Gr. 9+ 
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Readers will be laughing-out-loud at Bryson’s humorous memoir about growing up in Iowa during the fifties.  In addition to  

being an extremely enjoyable read, US history students can get a wonderfully honest glimpse into the culture and climate of the 

country during the Cold War period.  Bryson’s books are very popular with our high school students and this memoir will 

certainly be no exception. Memoir, Fifties, Humor.       Mary Schwander 

              

 Bubar, Roe.  Social Life and Issues (Contemporary Native American Issues). Philadelphia: Chelsea House, 2006.   0-7910-

 7971-6. 130 p.  $29.96.  Gr. 9+ 

Though its format is not appealing, the information provided on health and social issues affecting Native Americans (HIV, 

violence/abuse, cultural resources) is worthwhile.  This is just one of this series that will fill an important gap in many 

collections.  Other titles include: Economic Issues and Development, Education and Language Restoration, Media Images and 

Representations, Political Issues, and Sacred Sites and Repatriation.  The contributors used extensive historical and political 

data to document this series of issues facing present day Native Americans.                  Candy Blessing 

 

 Burns, Kevin. Eastern Philosophy [The Greatest Thinkers and Sages from Ancient to Modern Times].  New York: 

 Enchanted Lion, 2006.  1-59270-053-5. $18.95. 208 pp.  Grades 10-Adult.  
This intelligently and clearly written text provides an historical consideration of the basic tenets and branches of Asian religions 

and thought, with coverage of almost 60 major figures and their ideas. With a concise and informative introduction to each 

geographical area (India, the Middle East, and the Far East), this book contributes an awareness of eastern civilizations that 

would seem to be essential knowledge in a shrinking world. While accessible to high school students, who often have a 

developing interest in comparative religion and non-western thought, it will be best understood by those with some awareness 

of western philosophers such as Plato and Aristotle. The text is supplemented by illustrations, portraits, and excerpts from 

important works. The glossary provides very clear and concise definitions of concepts and terms, and the chapter notes provide 

brief explanations and a few bibliographic references. The book lacks some features that would have been very helpful: a 

pronunciation guide, a bibliography or works cited, and suggested works for further reading. 

Eastern Philosophy.  Eastern Religions.          Eleanor Howe  

 

Caravantes, Peggy.  Deep Woods: the story of Robert Frost.  Greensboro, NC:  Morgan Reynolds Publishing, 2006.   

            1-031798-92-1. 176p.  $30.19. Gr. 8+ 

It’s hard to believe that America’s beloved poet, Robert Frost, was an indifferent student, joined a gang when he was 10 and 

had a student pull a knife on him when he was a teacher.  But, these are some of the little known facts readers will learn about 

Frost in this easy to read biography.  Caravantes examines the events in Frost’s life that influence his poetry; most notably his 

depression and the mental illnesses of various family members, his fractious marriage, and his relationship with the Georgian 

poets in England.  A discussion of various poetic movements helps readers understand forms of poetry Frost favored.  His rise 

to pre-eminent poet is explained within the context of events in his life.  Photographs few; the layout is attractive.  Includes a 

Table of Contents, a timeline and an index, as well as a bibliography, web sites and chapter notes.  A typo on page 20 needs to 

be noted.  The date of 1860, in which Robert’s mother persuades him to return to school, can not be possible as Frost wasn’t 

born until 1874.  This is a good addition to Biography collections and to support a Language Arts curriculum.  Rosanne Zajko 

 

Caravantes, Peggy. Writing is My Business: The Story of O. Henry.  Greensboro: Morgan Reynolds, 2006. 1-59935-031-9.  

160 p. $27.95. Gr. 6-10.  

This biography details the interesting life of author William Porter, aka O. Henry, from birth to death. Excerpts of his writing, 

period photos, and illustrations add meaning to the text.  A timeline, list of published works, sources, a bibliography, web sites 

and an index are included.           Michelle Stone    

            

Carlson, Dale.  Talk : to Yourself,  to Others, to Parents, Teachers, Bosses, to Sisters & Brothers, to Your Best  

  Friends, to People You Don’t Like, to the Universe. Madison, CT: Bick Publishing House, 2006.  1- 

  884158-32-3. 154p.  $14.95  Gr. 9-12. 

 All the topics in this book were very helpful.  Just reading through it helped me change the way I converse with 

 people, without losing my temper.  Dale Carlson has written over fifty books like this on other topics and I would 

 absolutely recommend it as excellent for information, papers and assignments. Interpersonal Communication 

                       J. B. Senior – Abington Sr. High School 

 

Carlson, Laurie M. Thomas Edison for Kids: His Life and Ideas: 21 Activities. Chicago: Chicago Review Press, 2006.             

1-55652-584-2. 147 p. $14.95. Gr. 5-8. 

This informative biography covers Edison from birth to death, but focuses on his professional life and discoveries. Activities  

and experiments throughout the book demonstrate the scientific principles discussed in each chapter. Many period photos add  

interest to the text. Resource lists include supply sources, places to visit, and web sites. An index is also included.  

            Michelle Stone 
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Carlson-Berne, Emma, ed. Suicide.  Detroit: Greenhaven Press, Thomson/Gale, 2006.  0-7377-2873-6. 195 p.  

  $34.95.  Gr. 6-10. 
Collection of 24 essays that debate the controversial subject of suicide.  Religious views presented, as well as current 

topics such as assisted suicide and teen suicide.  Does a great job of providing the reader with opinions on suicide, but 

more personal stories of people who had attempted suicide would help to give a better perspective.  Provides an 

extensive selection of scholarly opinions.  Part of the History of Issues series.                       K.K., 10
th
 grade 

Springfield High School (Delco) 

 

Carroll, Jamuna, ed. Civil Liberties and War.  Farmington Hills, MI: Greenhaven Press/Thomson/Gale, c2006. 

 978-0-7377-2503-2. 173 p. gr. 9-12 

The goal of this series is to examine the role of the courts and to explore the ramifications of significant court decisions on 

important social issues, in this case, curtailing civil liberties in time of war.   Making the issue both clear and accessible to 

secondary school students, this book contains an excellent introduction that provides an overview of the topic.  The body of the 

work focuses on four major areas of concern about civil liberties in wartime.  Each of these topics contains a brief introduction, 

key primary source material as well as more up to date commentary.  Additional resources are provided as is an index.  

Excellent          Erika Thickman Miller    

 

 Carroll, Jamuna, ed.  UFOs.  Detroit: Greenhaven Press, Thomson/Gale, 2006.  0-7377-3227-X.  128 p. 

   $32.45.  Gr.  6-10. 

 While this topic is often seen as all smoke and mirrors, this collection of 13 essays does a great job of providing 

 explanations to possible UFO sightings.  Like the “parent” series, Opposing Viewpoints, this book gives opinions from 

 all angles, and also gives information on multiple kinds of flotsam and jetsom in the Earth’s atmosphere.  The color 

 pictures and text boxes make it appealing to the eye, and useful charts, graphs, cartoons, glossary, annotated lists of 

 related organizations and further resources complement the text.  Part of the Introducing Issues with Opposing 

 Viewpoints series.      K. K., 10
th
 grade    Springfield High School (Delco) 

 

 

 Castro, Ivan A.  100 Hispanics You Should Know.  Westport, Ct:  Libraries Unlimited, 2007.  1-589158-327-6. 303p.  

 $56.15.  

Libraries looking to build their multicultural collections will find this title to be a useful addition.  The 100 Hispanics profiled 

include personalities from fields such as science, politics and literature and includes a mix of both well known and more 

obscure personalities.  The biographies are brief, no more than 2 or 3 pages, and include basic biographical information.  There 

are no quotes or primary source information from the people who are profiled, which limits the reader’s insight and 

understanding.  A black and white sketch (unflattering in some instances; photographs should have been used when possible) 

introduces each biography, with career highlights. A bibliography at the end of each biography provides additional avenues of 

research.  This title does not have enough information for detailed research, but it does offer a quick overview for researchers 

who need background information.  While not an essential purchase, what makes this title useful is the biographical information  

on lesser known Hispanics, such as Nobel Prize winner Luis Federico Leloir and Louisiana’s governor Bernardo de Galvez.  

And, who knew that Union Admiral David Glasgow Farragut was Hispanic? Biography    Rosanne Zajko  

 

Chopra, Deepak. Teens Ask Deepak: All the Right Questions. New York: Simon Pulse, 2006. 978-0-689-85218-2. 203 p. 

 $12.95. Gr. 7 up. 

Chopra turns his attention to teens in this guide to spirituality. Questions from teens submitted in person and on the Internet to 

Chopra are organized and answered in chapters headed How Spirit Works, Success, Well-Being, Relationships, and God. 

Chopra’s voice, directed to the individual reader, is soothing. Teens will trust what he says and take it to heart. The embedded  

quizzes (ex: The Happiness Quiz), list of keys to life (ex: Ten Keys to Well-Being) and chunked information make it interesting 

for teens as well. For those who are ready to explore their religious values, have this book ready on your shelf. 

           Sarah Braxton   

 

Cihlar, Christopher. The Grilled Cheese Madonna and 99 Other of the Weirdest, Wackiest, Most Famous eBay 

                 Auctions Ever. New York: Broadway Books, 2006. 1-7679-2374-X.  $9.95.  Gr. 7-12+. 

 This just-for-fun book delivers exactly what the title says: the strangest imaginable things that have been auctioned off, or 

attempted to be auctioned off, on eBay.  The book is written in the guise of giving “advice” to eBay wannabe retailers, and is a 

hilarious look at current commerce on the site.  Everything is covered, from someone trying to sell virginity (an attempt which 

was pulled off by Ebay before its completion), through successful sales of underwear (used and not), celebrity items, haunted 

paintings, grilled cheese sandwiches with the supposedly likeness of the Virgin Mary, and even to real estate, such as the 

attempted sale of the state of West Virginia by the person calling himself the Emperor of West Virginia.  Kids of all ages will 

love this book.  Miscellaneous                                                                               Nancy Chrismer 
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Colman, Penny.  Adventurous Women. New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2006. 0-8050-7744-8. 186 p. $18.95.  

 Gr. 8-12. 
When we have so many books about men who made a difference; Colman’s biographies of eight women, who made history 

with their accomplishments is valuable for any library. The eight women include the Arctic explorer, Louise Boyd, “Mary 

Gibson Henry discovered and described more than fifty new botanical species, Community Builder, Juanes Briones, Alice 

Hamilton, pioneer in industrial medicine, educator Mary McLeod Bethune, nurse superintendent during the Civil War, 

Katharine Wormeley, humanitarian Biddy Mason and reporter Peggy Hull.  Filled with primary source material and 

photographs, there are timelines, places to visit, namesakes, selected bibliography, web sites and an index included.     

            B.J. Neary   

 

Colson, Mary. The Story Behind Tony Morrison’s The Bluest Eye. Chicago: Heinemann Library, 2007.  

1-40348212-8.  56 p. $24.97. Grades 9+. 

 In a short 56 pages, Mary Colson examines the author’s motivation behind her award-winning stories. Through extensive 

photos, quotes, and sidebars we get to know the author on an intimate level. Colson helps readers to be with the author in time 

and place. The book takes on a photo journal quality that will appeal to our highly visual readers. Special attention is paid to the 

success found by others that is attributed to the hunger, spirit, honesty, and intelligence of author Toni Morrison. I highly 

recommend the Histor  in Literature...The story behind... series for a high school library collection. Includes a timeline, 

glossary, index and further information section to help students with literary criticism and research. -Juvenile  Literature 

                                                                                                                             Ilene Goldis Grayev 

 

 Colson, Mary. Toni Morrison’s ‘The Bluest Eye.’  History in Literature: The Story Behind…. Series. Chicago: 

  Heinemann Library, 2007. 1-4034-8212-8. 56p.  $32.86. Gr. 9-12. 

 This book delves into the historical background of the situation and struggles of African-Americans in the early 

 1940’s, the setting of The Bluest Eye. Colson also gives the reader, in small, east-to-read chunks, an in-depth 

 description of various aspects of the African-American struggle for civil rights in the 1960’s as Morrison was writing 

 the book. Morrison’s perspective is predominantly that of black women- their limited choices and their struggle with a 

 poor self-image at a time when the ideal of feminine beauty was blond, blue-eyed, and white. She realistically portrays 

 the African-American family, not always a pretty picture, in her book. Other significant female Africa-American 

 authors, poets, and artists are mentioned as well, as  black women (and men) have learned to take pride in their 

 heritage. Literary Resources                            Pamela Kennedy, English/French Teacher, Juniata High School 

 

Conserving the Environment.  Detroit: Gale, 2006.  0-7377-2476-5.  248p. $35.00.  Gr. 9-12. 

The viewpoints in Current Controversies, Conserving the Environment, examine in a point/counterpoint format if the 

environment is in jeopardy by looking at threats to the conservation system.  Global warming is highly debated and both sides 

of the argument are covered.  Discussed also is the role of government and society in helping to conserve the environment.  

Good for student research and debate. Includes For Further Discussion, Organizations to Contact, and Index.   B.J. Neary  

 

 Corman, Catherine A., and Edward M. Hallowell.  Positively ADD: Real Success Stories to Inspire Your Dreams.  New 

 York: Walker, 2006.  0-8027-8988-9. 171 p.  $16.95. Grades 5 and up.   

The author presents 17 portraits of successful adults who all struggled with ADD and found their nitch in life.  The stories and 

interviews give students and parents who deal with ADD positive encouragement and inspiration, without sugarcoating the day-

to-day challenges of attention deficit disorder.  The text is ADD- friendly, short chapters with bolded headings to segment the 

information.             Candy Blessing 

   

 Dash, Joan.  A Dangerous Engine: Benjamin Franklin from Scientist to Diplomat. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 

 2006.  0-374-30669-9. $17.00. 246 pp. Grades 6-12.   

Dash, an author of award-winning nonfiction, focuses on two aspects of Franklin’s life that followed his success as a 

businessman and subsequent retirement in his early forties. One was his lifetime interest in and contributions to 18
th

 century 

science that brought him acceptance in the English and French scientific communities. The other was his role in national 

politics and international diplomacy. Dash’s writing style and illustrations will appeal to middle school students, as will the 

inclusion of excerpts from Franklin’s papers. The content is appropriate for high school students, as her discussion of his role in 

the international political world includes intrigue, court politics, and personal animosities.  There are, however, no footnotes to 

quotations and other material, and the annotated bibliography is not in standard format. It was not easy to find the source or 

date of a particularly astute and relevant quotation from Franklin’s papers. The result is a book that provides interesting 

information in an appealing format but does not offer students and teachers a good model of scholarship (documentation, 

endnotes, and bibliography). In a time when there are increasing numbers of readily available resources of questionable 

reliability, book publishers should retain their academic reputations by expecting authors to provide good models of research, 
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even if adapted to audience age level. American Biography.   Science Biography.  Statesmen Biography.  Eleanor Howe  

        

Davis, Jim.  Garfield : Food For Thought.  New York: Ballantine Books, 2006.  0-345-47563-1. 96p. $11.95. Gr. 3-8. 
Book thirteen of the famous Garfield series does not disappoint with the continuing saga of Garfield’s wry humor and it all has 

to do with food.  I especially enjoyed Garfield’s stealing Jon’s food as “The Caped Avenger” and his sidekick, Odie is renamed 

“Slurp.” Great color illustrations are always enjoyable.        B.J. Neary   

         

dePaola, Tomie.  Christmas Remembered.  New York:  G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2006.  0-399-24622-3.  79p.  $19.99. Gr. 7+ 

Grown-up Tomie dePaola fans will revel in dePaola’s Christmas reminiscences, from 1937 on Fairmount Avenue to recent 

Christmases at his home in New Hampshire.  Each remembrance is short but filled with detail and special meaning. dePaola’s 

illustrations are familiar and charming, and add to the warm feeling of listening to a friend talk about the importance of 

Christmas.  Although the book is targeted for all ages, it is the older fans who will most appreciate his memories.   

                 Rosanne Zajko  

 

Desnoëttes, Caroline. Look Closer: Art Masterpieces through the Ages. New York: Walker and Company, 2006.  

0-8027-9614-1. 64p. $18.95. Gr. 3+. 

This beautiful, lift-the-flap, art book, engages readers in looking very closely at the elements of eighteen famous paintings, 

including works by da Vinci, Monet, and Chagall. Each spread includes a full painting on the left page and two flaps with 

details on the right.  Readers lift the flaps to discover questions and bullets aimed to guide them to closer examination.  The end 

of the work offers a look at the various art periods the paintings represent.  Fun for intermediate students, middle school 

students, and adults as well.          Joyce Valenza 

 

 Devaney, Sherri and Mark Devaney.  Barack Obama. Detroit: Lucent, 2007.  1-59018-937-5. $18.95. 96. p.   

 Grades 5-8. 

The Devaneys give a very thorough and clear coverage of Barack Obama’s life, career, beliefs, and causes.  Although this is a 

bit dated because they speculate whether or not he will run citing Obama’s inexperience and the fact that United States Senators 

historically do not get elected, the coming election makes this a worthwhile book for collections.  Back matter  

includes chapter notes, a timeline, an annotated list of books and web sites for further reading, and an index. This book is part 

of the People in the News Series.         Jeannie Bellavnce 

 

 DiMarco, Hayley.  Sexy Girls: How Hot is Too Hot?  Grand Rapids, MI: Revell, 2006.  0-8007-3084-4. 155 p.  $12.74.   

DiMarco advises Christian teenage girls about what fashion is saying about their lifestyle, and how it can invite expectations of 

immorality, as backed up by her Biblical references.   The book contains many self-awareness quizzes to help teens discover 

their true image.  She counsels, in her usual direct manner, that dress is a marketing tool, stating, “If it ain’t on the menu, keep 

it covered up.”             Candy Blessing 

 

 DiMarco, Hayley.  Technical Virgin: How Far Is Too Far?  Grand Rapids, MI: Revell, 2006.  0-8007-3085-2.  155 p.  

 $12.74.   
The author offers teenage girls no-nonsense advice about premarital sexual activity from a Christian perspective.   Candid text, 

statistics and photographs are supported by Biblical verses to discuss the morality issue and sexually active teenagers.  She 

warns of the physical, emotional and spiritual dangers becoming sexually active too soon.   Candy Blessing 

           

 Double Helix: the Quest to Uncover the Structure of DNA. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic, 2006.  0-7922-5542-0.  

 59 p.  $17.95. Gr. 6-9. 

The race to discovering how the genetic code works propels the reader through this title, as readers follow five scientists, four 

of them on two different teams, who are working on the mystery of DNA.  Each of the scientists are profiled, and their working 

relationships provide an interesting insight into their personalities.  The discoveries and set-backs are explained in an easy to 

understand scientific approach that is presented in a reader-friendly layout.  Large color photos, as well as smaller black and 

white photos, appear on each page to balance the text and white space.  The photos are a definite plus and supplement and 

illustrate the text. Of particular interest is how the timeline, beginning with 1822, is distributed throughout the book on each 

page, accompanied by the discoveries that led up to the research on DNA.  Side-bar boxes provide additional information.  

Includes a Table of Contents, a glossary, resources and an index.      Rosanne Zajko  

           

 Dresbold, Michelle. Sex, Lies, and Handwriting: A Top Expert Reveals the Secrets Hidden in Your Handwriting.  New 

 York: Simon & Schuster Free Press, 2006.  0-7432-8809-2.   $24.00.   285 pp.   Grades 10-12.   
Dresbold presents the arguments for and basic tenets of handwriting analysis. Handwriting, she says, is really brainwriting, a 

mind print, which reflects the basic personality of the writer. Dresbold discusses the interpretation of the written pronoun “I,” 

the signature, and the three basic zones of handwriting ~ upper, middle, and lower ~ as they reflect similar regions of the body. 

She then analyses the handwriting of historic criminals and discusses forensic cases, some still unresolved homicides (Lizzie 
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Borden, JonBenet Ramsey, Jack the Ripper), and a few letters to her column. Her professional credentials are impressive, with 

her experience focused on using handwriting to develop profiles of criminals. Although she draws the reader into her discussion 

by asking for reactions to handwriting samples, readers who are inclined to practice what they read should be cautious in 

developing amateur interpretations of the handwriting of more normal human beings. The text is supplemented by helpful  

facsimile samples of handwriting to illustrate her points, bibliographical references, author credentials, but no index. 

Handwriting analysis.            Eleanor Howe  

 

Drunk Driving. Detroit: Gale, 2006.  0-7377-3239-3  136p. $35.00. Gr. 9-12. 

Issues That Concern You, Drunk Driving, includes eight viewpoint essays discussing minimum drinking age, drinking-age 

laws and other controversial issues, including BAC (Blood Alchol Concentration) laws, sobriety checkpoints, and forced blood 

draws from different perspectives. DUI laws in different states are covered and ways to prevent drunk driving provides 

important information.  The facts are illustrated with colorful graphs and some of the viewpoints will need to be introduced 

with students. “What You Should Know About Drunk Driving” and “What You Should Do About Drunk Driving” offer 

invaluable information to teens. Includes Organizations to Contact and Index.     B.J. Neary 

 

Duberstein, John. A Velvet Revolution: Vaclav Havel and the Fall of Communism. Greensboro, North Carolina: Morgan  

 Reynolds, Publishing, 2006.  1-931798-85-0. 160pgs. $27.95. Grades 9+   

 As part of the World Leaders series, Duberstein’s book chronicles the life of Havel, the man who was President of the Czech 

Republic from 1992-2002. As a dissident playwright in a communist country, Vaclav Havel made himself known to his 

countrymen during a time of great instability. Like so many leaders before him, Havel promised equality and peace. Although 

there were periods of unrest, this leader was successful in bringing harmony and democracy to a land that  became two separate 

republics. The book contains many photographs and a useful timeline. A good purchase for the librarian who is looking to 

enlarge her world affairs collection. Biography, Czechoslovakia, Dissenters   Ilene Goldis Grayev 

 

Dunnington, Rose.  Big Snacks, Little Meals.  New York: Lark Books, 2006. 1-57990-780-6. 112p. $9.95. Gr. 5+. 

After cooking basics, chapters divide the recipes according to how you would eat them. Trail mixes can be found in “By the 

Handful.” Jigglers are included in “Finger-Lickin’ Good.” Other options are available in “Fork It Over” and “Lovin’ Every 

Spoonful.”  An equipment photo glossary and glossary of terms are appended. Easy to follow directions and full-color photos 

of prepared snacks make this a welcome addition. (spiral binding)    Elizabeth McChesney 

 

Eating  Disorders. Detroit: Thomson Gale, 2007.  0-7377-3641-0. 103 p. $25.00. Gr. 7-12. 

From the series, Writing the Critical Essay: an Opposing Viewpoints Guide, five new viewpoint essays point out that 

anorexia, bulimia, and other eating disorders have gained recognition as serious diseases. Essays point out that women of color 

and men are just as much at risk as white women.  The second part of the book goes into detail about writing a descriptive 

essay (talks about writing the descriptive essay and shows essays from that format with helpful prefaces about thesis 

statements, topic sentences and supporting details.) Three essays deal with “Advertising and Eating Disorders, 

“Thinspiration.com: The Deadly World of Online Eating Disorders” and the third is a personal narrative, “There is No Perfect 

Body.”  The third section provides Appendices that support research material.  Includes full color photographs, graphs, 

Organizations to Contact and an Index. Very helpful for helping students learn to organize ideas and arguments and to write 

essays, recommended for junior and senior high school.      B.J. Neary   

 

Egendorf, Laura, ed. Iran.  Detroit: Greenhaven Press, Thomson/Gale, 2006.  0-7377-3417-5.  208 p.  $34.95.  Gr. 7-10. 

Twenty three essays dealing with current events and the historical significance of the country of Iran.  The wide-ranging 

collection includes essays dealing with nuclear threats, US relations and an especially interesting one written by Reza Pahlavi, 

son of the deposed Shah, detailing why Iranians must become involved in charting their future.  A timely resource for older 

middle school readers and high school researchers.   Part of the Opposing Viewpoints series.  Pat Naismith 

 

Elder, Karen. Embroidery. New York: Potter Craft, 2006. 0-307-33965-3. 112p. $16.95.  Gr. 7-12. 

Given the renewed interest in needlecrafts, this book will be very useful for beginners as well as more advanced crafters. 

Included are detailed instructions, explanations of equipment requirements, many stitching techniques, and even some transfer 

patterns for copying and tracing onto fabrics. Projects range from simple to complex, and are not of the stamped-embroidery-

type, but instead are do-it-yourself designs of beautiful projects for serious crafters.  Handicrafts              Nancy Chrismer  

 

Engdahl, Kirsten, ed.Are Chain Stores Ruining America?  Detroit: Greenhaven Press, Thomson/Gale, 2006.  

 0-7377-3095-1.  87 p.  $28.70.  Gr. 5-8. 
Collection of 10 essays, giving viewpoints both for and against the topics dealing with chain stores in America.  Thought-

provoking articles vary from the effect on the environment to the labor dealings with Walmart.  Current and topical, the book 

will be useful for high school as well as middle readers on a topic for which there is little else available.  Part of the At Issue 

series, an Opposing Viewpoints-type resource for younger readers.     Pat Naismith 
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 Elish, Dan.  Vermont (Celebrate the States). New York: Marshall Cavendish/Benchmark, 2006.  0-7614-2018-5. 144 p.  

 $31.94.  Gr.5-8. 
A colorful, informative introduction to the beauty and history of the state, with special attention to the issues that attend 

keeping up with the modern world while holding on to its rural charm.  Recommended.     Candy Blessing 

 

 Ellabbad, Mohieddin. The Illustrator’s Notebook. Toronto: Groundwood Books, 2006. 0-88899-700-0. 32p. $16.95.  

  Gr. 3+ 

One of Egypt’s premier children’s book illustrators, Ellabbad’s notebook was originally published in Arabic in Egypt in 1999.  

It was also published in French in the same year, but it has taken till now for an English translation.  Although the book is 

published in English, Ellabbad’s notes are written in Arabic on the illustrations themselves.  The English paragraphs describe 

the inspirations for the illustrations and Ellabbad interacts with the readers by posing thoughtful questions about the subject of  

the illustrations .  The book is read from right to left, as it would be read in Arabic, and as all books are in Arabic societies, our 

back of the book is their front.  This is a tangible example of a multicultural book at its best.   Rosanne Zajko  

           

 Engh, Mary Jane.  In the Name of Heaven: 3,000 Years of Religious Persecution.  Amherst, NY: Prometheus Books, 

 2006.  0-59102-454-4.  269 p.  $22.50.  Adult. 

Engh, a novelist and poet, delves into the history of religious persecution from ancient Egypt until the 21
st
 century in an 

attention-grabbing, dramatic manner.  She masterfully covers this timely global issue and ends each of the 22 chapters with her 

source information and recommendations for further exploration of the issue.  Useful for Humanities and Social Science 

research.  Recommended for high school.        Candy Blessing 

 

Engle, Margarita.  The Poet Slave of Cuba: a Biography of Juan Francisco Manzano. New York: Henry Holt and  

 Company, 2006.  0-8050-7706-5   183p. $16.95. Gr. 8-12. 

The poetry of Juan Francisco Manzano is beautiful, brilliant but very painful to read. Margarita Engle tells Juan’s life story in 

verse in order “to do justice to the Poet Slave’s story.” Taken from his family when they become free, Juan was subjected to a 

childhood of unimaginable torture as a slave to a crazy woman who punishes Juan for imagined wrongs.  Despite all the 

suffering he endures he always has hope in his heart that he will one day rejoin his family once they pay for his freedom.  The 

illustrations by Sean Qualls depict the beauty and cruelty to Juan Francisco Manzano’s circumscribed world.       B.J. Neary  

 

Erlbaum, Janice.  Girlbomb: A Halfway Homeless Memoir.  New York: Villard, 2006. 1400064228. 252 p. $18.66.  

Gr. 10+ 
Now a columnist for Bust magazine, Erlbaum (a.k.a. Girlbomb) tells her honest, raw story of her high school years in and out of 

halfway houses.  Escaping the turbulence of her mother’s violent and abusive boyfriend, Erlbaum decides she is better off 

living in shelters filled with strict curfews and colorful teenaged girls.  This is for mature readers only as the author candidly 

recounts how she used sex and drugs as her means of survival.  Homelessness, Teenage Drug Abuse, Memoir.    

            Mary Schwander 

 

Exploring Health Care Careers. New York: Infobase Publising, 2006.  0-816064482. 2 vols.  $124.96. Grade 9+ 

This alphabetically arranged resource is a good addition to a high school   library. The articles are well written with enough 

detail to provide a good  description of the career path. There are info blocks that give very useful information such as classes 

that should be taken in high school, minimum educational levels and salary range. When appropriate, specialized vocabulary is 

explained. A bibliography and a list of professional organizations is  included after the discussion of each career in health care. 

There are photos available for some entries.  Vocational Guidance-Young adult                          Ilene Goldis Grayev 

 

Farrell, Tish. Write Your Own Mystery Story. Minneapolis, MN: Compass Point Books, 2006. 0-7565-1641-2. 64p. 

 $23.95. Gr. 5-7. 

This book is part of the Write Your Own Story Series. Budding authors are led step by step through the process of writing a 

mystery. Layout makes the material easy to follow and there are examples and suggestions for stimulating the creative genius 

within. Examples of classics in the genre are given to allow the students to learn more about author styles. Other titles in the 

series are Adventure, Fantasy, Historical Fiction, Science Fiction, and Realistic Fiction. All contain table of contents, glossary, 

index, pictures, ideas for further reading in the genre and links to websites. I think students with an interest in writing will enjoy 

these books and find it easy to get started.        Ginger Bardi. 

 

Finkelman, Paul.  The Constitution.  Washington, D.C.:  National Geographic, 2006. 0-7922-7975-1. 48p. $15.95. Gr. 4-8 
The attractive, colorful layout and glossy paper will attract students to this overview of the Constitution.  Each two 

page spread focuses on a different facet of the Constitution, beginning with the compromises necessary to write the document 

and ending with the Amendments.  Includes a glossary, full-text document of the Constitution, and an index.  This title will 
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provide students with the basic understanding of the importance of the Constitution but will not provide enough detail for 

reports. Rosanne Zajko 

 

 

Fleisher, Paul. Parasites: Latching on to a Free Lunch. Minneapolis, Minnesota: Twenty-first Century Books, 2006. 

            0-8225-3415-0. 112p. $29.27.   Gr.7-12. 

An excellent tool for research or just browsing, this book will tell all you want to know and much more about the world of 

parasites. The book covers all types of parasites, and is well illustrated. Also included are a glossary ,index, bibliography, 

suggestions for further reading, and suggested websites. Definitely a useful book for science classes and budding 

microbiologists.  Science                                     Nancy Chrismer  

     

Fleming, Tom.  The Complete Guitar Course.  Pleasantville, NY:  Reader’s Digest, 2006.   0-7621-0662-X.  256p. 

   $30.00 -   Gr. 3+ 

 A perfect book for anyone who wants to learn to play guitar, it consists of 20 easy lessons, player bios, and guitar 

 history stories. The five major music styles are covered, Rock, Classical/Finger style, Blues, Funk, and Country with 

 tips on hand placement and basic chords for each. There is a comprehensive guide to various brands of amplifiers and 

 guitars with a short bio of each amp/pedal/guitar.  A “Recommended Listening” caption refers to popular artists and/or 

 albums to listen to, so you may hear the specified equipment in action. Looking for a place to start your guitar 

 playing?  This is it!                           B.K.D. Sophomore, Springfield Twp. H.S 

     

Fleming, Tom.  The Complete Guitar Course: Learn to Play in 20 Easy-to-Follow Lessons.  Pleasantville, NY: Reader’s 

 Digest, 2006. 076210662X. 256p. $30.00.  Gr.8+. 

Starting with choosing, caring for, tuning, and holding the instrument, the lessons move on to hand position, scales, and chords.  

Theory and styles are illustrated with famous songs. One-page narratives cross musical styles and introduce noted guitarists like  

Jimmy Buffett, B.B. King, Prince, Eric Clapton, Keith Richards, Les Paul, and Jack White.  The illustrations are so beautiful 

they make the non-musician want to play.  My students couldn't take their hands off this one. It will be popular! Joyce Valenza 

 

 Ford, Melanie, Annie Ford, and Steven Ford as told to Jann Blackstone-Ford.  My Parents Are Divorced Too: A Book for 

 Kids by Kids.  2
nd
 ed. Washington, DC:  Imagination Press, 2006.   1-59447-241-5.  $9.95.  71 pp. Gr. 4-6.   

Good information is presented in children’s voices with comic-strip illustrations designed to make readers feel comfortable 

with a difficult subject. Topics covered include learning about the divorce, adjusting, parent dating, remarriage, and new 

families. The authors deal with questions that children may have and help them face the facts, deal with feelings, and emerge 

into a new and changed environment. Presumably the advice is sound, since Imagination Press is affiliated with the American 

Psychological Association. The authors, however, are from a successfully blended family, and the experiences of other children 

may not be as positive.  Divorce.           Eleanor Howe  

 

The Foxfire 40
th
 Anniversary Book. New York: Anchor Books, 2006. 0-307-27551-5. 512p.  $17.95.   Gr. 9-12. 

 This book, published for the 40
th

 anniversary of the founding of the Foxfire magazine in northeast Georgia, is a 

 compilation of testimony from the various people interviewed through the years for the magazine and for previous 

 books. The elderly people being interviewed from the early 1970’s through 2005 give their views on life as it used to 

 be in the mountains. The memories and testimonies cover the many aspects of faith and family traditions and the 

 attachment of the people to the land. While admitting that life was hard in those days, and that everyone worked  

 basically from dawn to dusk, they share fond memories of family and courtship, faith in God, and the satisfaction in 

 the fruits of a hard day’s work. They feel it was a simpler time and that growing up in those times created character.  

 There are lessons in their words for those willing to listen, not only about character and use of time, but also about the 

 mountain crafts and homemade items. If nothing else, the reader will come away with a renewed appreciation for what 

 our grandparents and great-grandparents went through during the Depression and other hard times. Social Issues 

                                                                      Pamela Kennedy, French/English teacher, Juniata High School 

 

 

Frader, Laura L.  The Industrial Revolution: A History in Documents. New York: Oxford University Press, 2006. 

  0195128176.  157 p.  $39.90.  Gr. 9+ 

From the series, Pages from History, the author uses primary sources as a basis for discussing the Industrial Revolution.  The 

book nicely begins with a short explanation of how to read historical documents and includes a timeline, further reading and 

websites.                  Mary Schwander 

 

 Fradin, Judith Bloom and Dennis Brindell Fradin. Jane Addams, Champion of Democracy. New York: Clarion Books, 

 2006.  0-618-50436-2. 216 p. $21.00. Grades 6+ 
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(Laura) Jane Addams was a remarkable woman.  Shy as a child, she became the founder of the Hull House in Chicago, leader 

in the peace movement, writer, speaker, and voice of the poor and homeless. She gave her heart to many causes with boundless 

energy.  Born to privilege Addams chose to use her education for the betterment of her fellow humans. The Fradins make Jane 

Addams admirable but also quite human, not on a pedestal.  Readers will appreciate the anecdotes about J. A.:  How she 

became the garbage inspector for the 19
th

 ward; how she took on corrupt politicians; her defiance of authority when she was in 

the Rockford Female Seminary. This portrait not only tells of Addams accomplishments but give a well rounded picture of her 

whole life, her childhood, her loyalties to family and friends and the early influences on her . The authors include useful source 

notes, and an extensive bibliography which will be helpful for those wanting to delve more deeply into Miss Addams 

extraordinary life.                    Jeannie Bellavance 

 

 Fraser, Antonia. Love and Louis XIV: The Women in the Life of the Sun King. New York: Doubleday, 2006. 0- 

  385-50984-7. 388p. $32.50.  Gr. 10-12. 

 This well-researched and documented book closely looks at the women who were important to Louis XIV and how 

 they affected his life. These include his mother, Anne of Austria, his wife, Marie Therese of Spain, his mistresses, 

 illegitimate daughters (who  were legitimized), and other ranking ladies of the court including his sisters-in-law, the 

 deposed queen of England, and his granddaughters.  Also helpful and interesting are the family trees on the end pages 

 and the paintings and engravings of places, people, and particularly the women discussed in the text. The author brings  

 out the major internal conflict for Louis XIV between his desires and love for his mistresses and the resulting 

 sinfulness of their relationships for him and for them. His endless wars are also discussed in the context of how they 

 were connected to the women. This is an excellent book to use as a resource for research. Indexed. French History 

                          Pamela Kennedy, French teacher, Juniata High School 
          

 Fredericks, Carrie, ed. Water. Fueling the Future series. Detroit: Greenhaven Press, 2006.  0-7377-3593-7. $32.45. 120 p.   

 Grades 8-12.   

This title includes eleven essays that discuss the history, environmental impact, and future of hydropower, including several 

essays grouped in a pro/con format. Aspects of water power discussed include ocean energy, dams, hydroelectric power, and 

tidal power. The text is supplemented by drawings, charts, photographs, maps, bibliographical references, chronology, glossary, 

resource list, statistics, and an index. Each title in the Fueling the Future series presents the development, production, facts and 

statistics, advantages and disadvantages, and future prospects of an energy resource that is essential to life. Other titles in the 

series cover natural gas, oil, coal, nuclear power, solar power, wind, geothermal power, biomass energy, and hydrogen.  

Energy Resources. Fossil fuels. Renewable Energy Resources.      Eleanor Howe  
 

 Freedman, Russell. The Adventures of Marco Polo. New York: Arthur Levine (Scholastic), 2006.  0439-52394-X. $17.99.  

 64 p. Grades 5-9. 

Marco Polo’s travels to the East have been legendary.  Freedman takes the reader along with Marco and his father and uncle 

through the dangerous deserts and rugged mountain passes from Venice to the court of Kublai Khan. What a fantastic 

adventure. Freedman tells of the skeptical reception that Marco Polo’s account (although translated into many languages and a 

“best seller”) received, but offers some rebuttal. Whatever the truth readers will be amazed at this incredible journey. The 

illustrations, both archival period artwork from some of the early editions of Polo’s book and those of Bagram Ibatoulline along 

with the gothic font and cream colored pages create an exotic atmosphere which adds to the pleasure of the book.  Two maps 

that look old but are geographically current, trace Polo’s routes. Share this book with social studies and art teachers.  

               Jeannie Bellavance 

 

Freedman, Russell.  The Adventures of Marco Polo. Illustrated by Bagram Ibatoulline. New York: Arthur A. Levine 

 Books/Scholastic, 2006. 043952394x. $17.99. 64 p. Gr. 5-9. 

This beautifully illustrated biography of Marco Polo, known as “the man of a million lies” because of the tales he told of his 

vast adventures and travels, will have wide appeal.  His book The Description of the World brought the wonders of the Far East 

to Europeans.  His tales of the court of Kublai Khan, Tibet, India and China will capture the imagination of the readers. On his 

deathbed, Marco Polo claimed “I have told of only half of what I saw.”  In his Author’s note, Freedman acknowledges the 

scholarly debate over whether Polo’s accounts are true.                                                Sandra Krieg 

 

Freedman, Russell, Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott. New York: Holiday House, 2006. 

 0-8234-2031-0. 114pgs.  $17.98. Gades 3-8. 

Although the Montgomery Bus Boycott has been the subject of many book before this, award-wining author, Russell 

Freedman, has added a new dimension to this period in history. Freedman does an excellent job of informing readers of events 

and personalities leading up to the actual year-long boycott.  His introduction begins with a simple, but very significant 

sentence. “Not so long ago in Montgomery, Alabama, the color of your skin determined where you could sit on a bus.” The 

remaining text is written with the same clear, balanced presentation. The black and white photos that enhance the authenticity 



PSLA TITLES FOR 2006      NON- FICTION 

 12 

of the content. Russell leaves no doubt in the readers’ mind about the courage and hard work it took to galvanize public opinion 

regarding about this civil rights crisis. An excellent purchase for a school or public library.                     Ilene Goldis Grayev 

 

Freedman, Russell. Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott.  Holiday House, 2006. 0-8234-2031-0.  

In appealing narrative, Freedman describes the important people, places and events surrounding the bus boycott of 1955. Many  

b & w photos compliment the text, making it an excellent resource on the Civil Rights Movement. Chapter notes, an annotated  

bibliography, and an index are included.                                                                                                                   Michelle Stone 

 

 Gaborro, Allen, ed. Satanism. At Issue Series.  New York: Greenhaven, Thompson/Gale, 2007.  0-7377-2414-5.  91p.  $ 

 28.95.  Gr. 7+. 

Some writers claim that Satanism is a threat to adolescents and the motivation behind bloody rituals and murders; others defend 

it as misunderstood.  A bibliography of related books and articles is included, and some readers may find the book helpful in 

distinguishing behaviors and actions from actual Satanic beliefs.           Candy Blessing 

 

Gay, Kathlyn. Mother Jones.  Greensboro, NC: Morgan Reynolds Publishing, 2006.  1-59935-016-5   111p. $35.00.  

 Gr. 10-12. 

Mary Harris “Mother” Jones was a tireless defender of working people throughout her long life.  In clear, determined words, 

“Mother” Jones was a union organizer for coal miners, textile workers, immigrant laborers and passionate about improving 

their lives.  She was an accomplished orator who could incite workers to strike with her passionate speeches and make judges in 

a courtroom laugh with her humor.  She championed the cause of ending child labor and their dreadful working conditions.  

Not only did she organize for unions, Mother Jones also assisted with raising funds for the unemployed. She was a tireless 

worker and supporter of such organizations as The Knights of Labor, and spent thirty years with the United Mine Workers 

(UMW).    Biography          B.J. Neary 

            

Genetic Engineering.  Detroit: Gale, 2006.  0-7377-3255-5-4. 184p. $35.00.  Gr. 9-12. 

The Contemporary Issues, Genetic Engineering, discusses the controversy surrounding genetic engineering.  Genomics has 

proved that the more science learns about this subject, the more complicated the expression of genes proves to be. In three 

chapters, genetic engineering in agriculture and industry, medicine, and the genetic enhancement of human abilities is explored. 

Essays use graphs, statistics, research and clinical trials to discuss genetic engineering and its impact on society and the need 

for regulation. Includes Organizations to Contact and Index.        B.J. Neary 

 

 Gerdes, Louise, ed.  Prostitution and Sex Trafficking.  Detroit: Greenhaven Press, Thomson/Gale, 2006.   

0-7377-3329-2.   220 p.  $34.95.  Gr. 7-10. 

 Twenty three essays dealing with issues of child and adult prostitution and sex trafficking.  While it discusses the  

 problem's extent, nature, and contributing factors; policies; and society's views of prostitution, it does not offer an 

 “opposing viewpoint” in that it only shows the negative side of prostitution.  It does not give information about if 

 someone likes prostitution and takes extreme measures to protect themselves.  Part of the Opposing Viewpoints series. 

                      S. F., 10
th
 grade Springfield High School (Delco) 

 

George, Charles, ed.  Living Through Watergate.  Detroit: Thomson Gale, 2006.  0-7377-2917-1.  117p.  $25.96 – Gr. 7+    
This title is one of several that were added in 2006 to the Living Through the Cold War series.  While the series title suggests 

that the volumes would center on the Cold War politics between the United States and the Soviet Union, this title and the 2007 

volume Living Through the Civil Rights Movement, focus only on the domestic events that were occurring during the Cold War 

era.  Not that detracts from the information presented in these titles.  Both titles offer primary source documents that provide 

excellent research material, as well as secondary source interpretations of the events.  The Watergate title is timely in its 

coverage of the identity of Deep Throat.  Both volumes include a forward and introduction, a chronology, information for 

further research and an index.  The Watergate title also offers an appendix of important figures.  Recommended.  

                                                                                                                                                                                Rosanne Zajko  

 

 Gibson, Ellen.  How to Remember Everything: Grades 6-8.  New York: Random House, 2006.  0-375-76562-X.  236 p.  

 $12.95.   

Everyone probably remembers learning the mnemonic for reading music: EGBDF (Every Good Boy Does Fine).  This book is 

compendium of memory shortcuts for students to help them study harder.  The mnemonics include shortcuts for history,  

literature, grammar, science and math.  In addition to providing the mnemonic, the author explains the event, theory or rule and 

provides strategies for learning.  The users guide at the front of the book discusses the various mnemonic forms, such as 

acrostics, acronyms and chunking.  Both teachers and students could have a lot of fun with this book.   Rosanne Zajko  

 

 Gottfried, Ted.  The Fight for Peace: A History of Antiwar Movements in America.: Twenty-First Century, 2006.   

  0-7613-2932-9.   136p.   $29.90.  Gr. 6-9. 
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 An easy to read history of anti-war movements and protests throughout U.S. history, beginning with the Revolutionary War and 

 ending with the war in Iraq. The groups and/or individuals involved in the protests are discussed.  Famous quotes, political  

 cartoons and sepia photographs are provided to help with understanding the various wars and time periods presented. Included 

 are a time line, source notes, bibliography, and a further reading bibliography.                 Susan Krenicky  

 

Grabowski, John F.  Meningitis.  Detroit:  Lucent Books, Thomson/Gale, 2007.  1-59018-411-4.   104 p.  $31.20.  Gr. 5-8.   

Good basic overview of the different kinds of meningitis, their causes and treatments.  The various types of meningitis and 

related diseases are discussed, and it is noted that infants and young adults are especially at risk.  Glossary, list of agencies to 

contact, sources and an index complete the work. A good introduction to a deadly disease.  Part of the Diseases and Disorders 

series.                           Pat Naismith 

 

Gray, Michael.  The Bob Dylan Encyclopedia.  New York: Continuum International, 2006.  0826469337. 736 p. $40.00.  

 Gr.9+. 

This hefty volume covers all things Dylan in A-Z format, covering all the songs, all the contacts, and all the themes that 

influenced the artist. Though labeled an encyclopedia, the work is pleasantly readable, entertaining and a bit edgy.  Gray’s 

opinions emerge in many of the articles.  For instance, discussing sisters Joan Baez and Mimi Farina, Gray notes, “Mimi was 

the prettier of the two, and the less talented.” The book contains fascinating background and behind the scenes knowledge, as 

well as 100 black and white illustrations. It is packed with a searchable PDF version of the text on CD-ROM.  Dylan fans will 

pour over this one.  Buy this if you have young Dylan fans.       Joyce Valenza 

 

 Green, Jen. Discoverology Tutankhamen’s Tomb. Hauppauge, NY: Barron’s Educational Series, Inc., 2007.  0-7641-

 5999-2. p. 30. $18.99. Grades 3+ 

Normally a pop-up book is not a great match for a library, but if used by art teachers and social studies teacher, this book will 

be a great asset to introduce units on King Tutankhamen’s tomb and ancient Egypt.  Other topics discussed in the book include 

hieroglyphics, mummification, the role of Egyptian queens, and the Egyptian religion.  The illustrations and the cleverness of 

the pop-up devices are sure to intrigue future archeologists and engineers.     Jeannie Bellavance  

 

 Halilbegovich, Nadja.  My Childhood Under Fire: A Sarajevo Diary.  Tonawanda, NY: Kids Can Press, Ltd., 2006.  1-

 55337-797-4.  120p.  $4.95.  Gr. 6-12. 

A first hand account of the effects of the Bosnia and Herzegovina war as told by a twelve-year old citizen of Sarajevo.  Nadja’s 

diary tells of the horrors of the war – no food, electricity, or fuel – but it also tells of the courage of the people who lived 

through the conflict.  Schools are continued in basements, the children’s choir (of which Nadja is a member) continues to meet 

and rehearse, and the people fight to maintain so semblance of normalcy in a totally abnormal way of living.  Throughout the 

diary, Nadja expresses two recurring thoughts:  why has the world appeared to have forgotten them and a hope for peace.  

                          Constance Roupp 
          

Hall, Martin and Rebecca Stefoff. Great Zimbabwe. New York: Oxford University Press, Inc., 2006. 0-19-515773-7. 47 p. 

 $23.00. Gr. 7 – 10. 
This handsome book covers the ancient kingdom of Great Zimbabwe in what is now Mozambique. Readers learn about both the 

civilization and the process of excavating and interpreting its artifacts. A mix of maps, timelines, photos and sidebars 

effectively create a full immersion into the kingdom from an archeological perspective. Back matter includes an interview with 

the authors, glossary, information about related sites, further reading and full index. Students intrigued with history and the 

interpretation of artifacts will enjoy this book and others in the “Digging for the Past” series.                      Sarah Braxton 

 

 Halls, Kelly Milner and Rick Spears and Roxyanne Young. Tales of the Cryptids: Mysterious Creatures that May or May 

 Not Exist. Plain City, OH: Darby Creek, 2006.  1-58196-049-2. 72 p. $18.95. Grades 4-7. 

Amazing, but is it true?  Cryptozoology (study of legendary creatures) is a science that waivers between fact and fantasy.   Take 

the legendary Wildman called Yeti, Sasquatch, Bigfoot, Yowie, or Kaptar. Sightings occur all over the world.   There are some 

great stories and lots of speculation.  Students will love to read about all the theories and guesswork.    Some cryptids such as 

the giant squid and the coelacanth have proven true, but for the rest - do we really want to know the answers or it the quest 

more fun?  Future cyptozoologists will want to read the books and explore the websites listed in the back. The cryptodictionary 

at the end may inspire some great works of fiction. Language arts teachers should use this book for inspiration.  

                         Jeannie Bellavance 

 

Halls, Kelly Milner, and Rick Spears and Roxyanne Young. Tales of the Cryptids. Plain City, OH:  Darby Creek,2006.  

             1581960495. $18.95. 72 p. Gr. 4-7. 

Filled with creepy critters and monsters, this book will be a hit with your students that clamor for stories about Yetis, Bigfoot 

and the Loch Ness monster.  Reading like a story rather than a fact-filled book, the authors draw their reader’s in with 
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wonderful descriptive introductions to each of the sections.  The “Cryptodictionary” describes and illustrates the many 

creatures mentioned. A bibliography is included.        Sandra  Krieg   

 

 

Hama, Larry and Scott Moore. The Bloodiest Day: Battle of Antietam. Oxford: Osprey Graphic History, 2006. 

 1846030498. $9.95. 48 p. Gr. 3-7. 

Starting with a short history of the Civil War that lead up to this battle, Hama and Moore have produced a graphic novel that  

will appeal to your reluctant readers and give them a good background into the Battle of Antietam.  An index, glossary and 

suggestions for further reading are included.          Sandra Krieg     

  

Hamilton, John. Man-Made Horrors. Edina, MN: ABDO Publishing, 2007. 1599287690.  $24.21.  32 p. Gr. 4-6. 

The author pairs books and films that have introduced those man-made horrors such as Frankenstein and Freddy Kruger that 

make us afraid to go to sleep at night. This is for your horror fans that are interested in how the stories came about, how film 

brought these creatures to life, and information about real-life horrors including Jack the Ripper and the Chernobyl explosion.  

A glossary and index are included.                       Sandra Krieg    

 

 Hamilton, John. Yellowstone National Park.  National Parks.  Edina, MN:  ABDO, 2006.   1-59197-427-5.  $16.95.  32 pp.  

 Grades 4-8.   

Hamilton’s discussion of Yellowstone includes its discovery, history, and designation in 1872 as the first National Park, its 

special features, quotations from early visitors to the area, and an interview with a Park Ranger. The author provides clear 

descriptions and illustrations of Yellowstone’s many different and yet related geological features and events as well as brief 

coverage of its ecosystem, devastating fire in 1988, wildlife protection programs, and challenges from economic development 

and overcrowding. The text is supplemented by drawings, historic and current photographs, maps, a glossary, and index but no 

suggestions for further reading or contacts. There are five other books in the National Parks series: Everglades, Glacier, Grand 

Canyon, Great Smoky Mountains, and Yosemite. National Parks.                Eleanor Howe 

 

Hamilton, Sue. Stan Lee. Edina, MN: ABDO Publishing, 2006. 1-59928-301-8. 32 p. Gr. 5-8.  

This timely biography will appeal to graphic novel fans and reluctant readers. It combines an interesting mix of Lee’s personal 

and professional life, with colorful illustrations on every page. A glossary and index are included.                     Michelle Stone 

 

 Harkins, Susan and William H. Harkins. Jamestown: the First English Colony.  Building America.  Hockessin, DE: 

 Mitchell Lane, 2007.    0-58415-458-6.   $19.95.   48 pp.   Grades 5-9+. 
              This telling of the Jamestown story is characterized by intelligent writing and a realistic presentation of the first 90 years of 

European life in Virginia. The settlers are portrayed as flawed human beings who both contributed to and overcame the 

challenges of keeping their contract with the Virginia Company. Each chapter features a page-long “FYInfo” section on related 

topics such as the Virginia Company, John Smith, Pocahontas, and tobacco. Clear chapter notes and a Works Consulted 

provide a good model of research for students. The text is supplemented by color period illustrations, a map, photographs, a 

chronology of events in Virginia from 1606 to 1699, a chronology of international events from 1506 to 1664, glossary, and a 

list of .org websites about Jamestown.  High school students may also find the depth of information useful. Other titles in the 

Building America series cover Georgia, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, New York, and colonial celebrations. Colonial 

American history.            Eleanor Howe 

            

Haskins-Bookser, Laure. Dreams to Reality: Help For Young Moms: Education, Career, and Life Choices.  Buena Park,  

CA: Morning Glory Press, 2006.1-932538-36-4. 174 p. $14.95.  Gr. 9-12. 

This book contains great, needed information for the teen mom on how not to abandon your dreams and even though you have 

a baby, you can still have dreams.  The author gives realistic achievable ways to go to college.  She also discusses coping 

before and after having the baby, relationship problems, finishing high school and making and saving money.  The book is 

absorbing, gives tips and realistic guidelines on how to be a good parent, capable student and succeed in life. Do/Did You 

Know inserts, Appendices include Possible Jobs After College, Goal Setting Log, Four Year Colleges With Single Parent 

Housing Programs, Why Dads Are Important and  Index.         B.J. Neary 

      

Havelin, Kate. Victoria Woodhull. Minneapolis: Twenty-First Century Books, 2007.  0-8225-5986-6. 112 p. 

 $30.60. Gr. 7 up. 

This biography of the energetic Victoria Woodhull is a History Day project waiting to happen. Easy to read and to the point, 

this book clearly describes the many pursuits of a woman who was ahead of her time in the mid-1800’s. Preacher, actress, 

healer, clairvoyant, brokerage firm owner, candidate for president of the U.S., and newspaper publisher – Victoria Woodhull 

was all of these things and more. Plenty of primary sources, including crisp black and white photos, political cartoons and 

Woodhull’s own words back up Havelin’s informative text. This book is a good investment for school libraries.  

                                             Sarah Braxton 
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 Haugen, Brenda.  Henry B. Gonzalez : Congressman of the People.  Minneapolis, MN: Compass Point, 2006. 978-0-7565-

 0996-5.  112p. $23.95.  Gr. 6-9.   
Gonzalez served for 37 years in the U.S. House of Representatives. During that time, he fought against segregation and 

discrimination and was a voice for the poor and for new immigrants. Haugen describes his childhood and the influences that 

shaped his future life in politics. Numerous quotes and excerpts appear throughout, and well-chosen illustrations enhance the 

text.  Recommended.  Biography.           Candy Blessing 

 

Haugen, David M., ed. Animal Experimentation.  Detroit:  Greenhaven Press, Thomson/Gale, 2007.  0-7377- 3346-2. 

  234 p.  $34.95.  Gr. 7-10. 

Twenty eight essays dealing with issues of animal rights and animal experimentation.  This is a revision of the 2002 edition,  

and, while it covers some of the same ground, there seems to be only one duplicated essay, and many different areas of focus.  

Timely and current, these essays will add to the body of research on this hot popular topic.  For older middle school readers and 

high school researchers.   Part of the Opposing Viewpoints series.                 Pat Naismith 

  

Haynes, Charles, Sam Chaltain and Susan M. Glisson.  First Freedoms : A Documentary History of First Amendment 

             Rights in America.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006.  0-19-515750-8  255p. $40.00. Gr. 9-12. 

First Freedoms provides the historical development of the First Amendment freedoms from the Charter of Rhode Island,1663 

to the current USA Patriot Act, 2001. The First Amendment guarantees the five rights of religious liberty and freedom of 

speech, press, assembly, and petition.  Some of the forty documents are well known; others are obscure but all have played a 

central role in the shaping of American history and a story has been told of either freedom achieved or denied.  All 

introductions before the primary source document is easy to understand, useful and well-written. Includes Timeline, Further 

Reading, Websites and Index.           B.J. Neary  

 

Haynes, Charles C., Sam Chaltain, and Susan M. Glisson. First Freedom : A Documentary History of First Amendment 

 Rights in America. New York: Oxford University Press, 2006. 0-19-515750-8. 255p. $40. Gr. 8-12.  
This excellent resource on the constitution traces the evolution of America’s first amendment rights through a discussion of 37 

historical documents from the 1657 Charter of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, to the Patriot Act of 2001. Copies of 

many original documents and pictures accompany the articles. A timeline of events important to first amendment rights, further 

reading, websites and an index are included.                                                                                                   Michelle Stone 

    

 Hempstead, Anne. The Statue of Liberty.  Land of the Free.  Chicago: Heinemann, 2006.  1-4034-7004-9.   $19.75.   32 pp.   

 Grades 5-9+.   

Hempstead traces the development of the Statue of Liberty from its inception at a dinner party in France to its installation 20 

years later as a gift of the French people, it’s becoming a national monument in 1924, and its being placed in the care of the 

National Park Service in 1933. The details of design, construction, and symbolism, as well as the reluctance of the American 

people to provide a pedestal for it, will be interesting to readers of all ages. The text is supplemented by photographs, a glossary 

of basic terms, a chronology from 1865 to 1986 (its centennial), and suggestions for further reading. Hempstead is the author of 

two other currently released books in the series: The Supreme Court and the White House.  Other titles in the series discuss the 

Capitol, the bald eagle, and the U.S. flag.  U.S. Historic Sites.        Eleanor Howe  

 

Heneghan, James. Safe House. Custer, Washington: Orca Publishers, 2006. 1-55143640-X. 151p. $8.95.  Gr. 7-12. 

It is Northern Ireland, and Liam Fogarty is 12 years old when gunmen burst into his house in the middle of the night and 

murder his parents in a random retaliation killing. One of the gunmen briefly lifts his mask, and Liam sees his face. Liam barely 

escapes with his life, but manages to get to a neighbor’s house for safety. However, soon after, the killers shoot into the  

neighbors’ house to try to kill Liam, who barely escapes with his life a second time. He is put by the police in a “safe house”, 

but when he finds out that the man of the house has taken a bribe to turn him over to the killer, he flees. Through an “edge-of-

your-seat” set of events, Liam’s killer is finally caught, and Liam gets to go “home” to live with his loving neighbors. An 

excellent but chilling portrait of what is still happening, even today, in Northern Ireland.   Teen novel/Current Issues 

                                                    Nancy Chrismer 

 

 Henderson, Harry.  Computer Viruses.  Detroit: Thomson Gale, 2006. 1-59018-102-6. 127p.  $22.96 – Gr. 8+   Series:  

 The Lucent Library of Science and Technology. 

This detailed look computer viruses and cyberattacks provides much factual information.  Chapters outline the development of 

computer viruses and how they are spread, as well as a look at the reasons why hackers spread viruses.  The black and white 

diagrams are especially useful, visually illustrating the text, but they are unattractive.  Sidebars provide additional information 

on.   Includes  chapter notes, a chronology, information for future research and an index.      Rosanne Zajko    
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Hiltebrand, Ellen Urbani.  When I was Elena. Sag Harbor, NY:  Permanent Press, 2006.  1-57962-124-4.  304 p. $28.00. 

Gr. 9-Adult. 

22-year-ol Ellen Urbani left her privileged Southern home for the harshness of Guatemala, and a 2-year stint as a Peace Corps 

volunteer. Nicknamed “the China Doll,” she was not expected to last.  That she not only lasted but touched, and was touched, 

by so many lives is a testament to her resilience.  She tells her story, and the stories of seven women who touched her life, with 

humor, irony and affection.  An excellent memoir that will appeal to high school readers.   Pat Naismith 

           

Hirschmann, Kris.  The Ebola Virus.  Detroit: Lucent Books, Thomson Gale, 2007.  1-59018-672-9. 104 p.  $31.20.   

Gr. 5-8. 
Colorful and readable introduction to the history, research and epidemiology of the deadly Ebola virus.  Includes information 

about the 1989 outbreak of Ebola in Reston, Virginia, so aptly chronicled by Richard Preston in The Hot Zone.  Very accessible 

to middle readers, with color photos, text boxes, a glossary, bibliography and comprehensive index.  Part of the Diseases and 

Disorders series.           Pat Naismith 

 

Holyoke, Nancy.  A Smart Girl's Guide to Money: How to Make It, Save It, and Spend It.  Middleton, WI: American Girl,  

 2006. 1-59369-103-3. 96p. $9.95.  Gr. 5+. 

This common sense approach to making, saving, and spending money offers suggestions for setting priorities and avoiding 

financial pitfalls. A brief survey helps to identify personality traits necessary for selecting and maintaining a job such as 

babysitting or dog walking.              Elizabeth McChesney 

 

Hoose, Philip.  Perfect Once Removed: When Baseball was All The World to Me.  New York: Walker,  Distributed to the 

              trade by Holtzbrinck, 2006.   0-8027-1537-0.  163 p.  $19.95.  Gr. 7-Adult   

Life was anything but perfect for Philip Hoose in 1956.  His family had just moved to Speedway, Indiana.  He was in a new 

school, a geeky kid with thick glasses, like to write and bad at sports.  But he loved baseball, and his lack of prowess on the 

field was equaled by his voracious appetite for reading about the sport.  When his father told him that the Yankees’ Don Larsen 

was his cousin, he began a correspondence with Larsen, and met him and others of the Yankees in Chicago, the year that 

Larsen pitched the perfect game in the World Series.  A beautifully written memoir of a love affair with the nation’s pastime. 

                                                                                                                     Pat Naismith 

  

Hopkinson, Deborah. Up Before Daybreak : Cotton and People in America.  New York: Scholastic Nonfiction, 2006.  

 0-439-63901-8.  120 p.  $18.99.  Gr. 5-8. 
Overview of the history of the cotton industry in the United States, from colonial times to the mid-twentieth century.  

Beautifully illustrated with photographs, the historical text is punctuated with personal narratives.  Short and absorbing.  Great 

for research and appealing to the reluctant reader.  Awards: Best Books for Young Adults, Notable Children’s Books. 

            Pat Naismith 

 

Jacobson, Sid and Ernie Colon.  The 9/11 Report: a Graphic Adaptation. New York: Hill and Wang/Farrar, 

 Straus and Giroux, 2006. 0809057399. $16.95. 133 p. Gr. HS/Adult. 
Rendering the 9/11 Report in a graphic novel brings the reality of this report to all.  Beginning with a timeline of the four 

hijacked planes, the authors illustrate what it must have been like for the passengers and crew of those flights. It goes on to 

picture the Towers, the people trying to escape the buildings, the crisis response teams, the FAA, and more.  As in the original 

report, important history, politics, economics and the lack of preparedness are outlined.  The writing and graphics compliment 

each other perfectly and would be a worthwhile purchase for any high school library.          Sandra Krieg 

 

Jamieson, Patrick E.  Mind Race : A Firsthand Account of One Teenager’s Experience.  Oxford: Oxford University 

 Press, 2006.  0-19-530906-5. 174p.  $30.00. Gr. 9-12. 

The book was easy to use and the information was up to date regarding diagnosis, symptomology, types of bi-polar illness, 

treatment options and current medications. The text is for the most part in layman’s terms and can be understood by a teen/adult 

audience. The personal accounts are very specific and may not touch all those with bi-polar illness, however, the book does 

address common issues for all who have been diagnosed with the illness. This book also provides an excellent glossary with 

definitions to assist in learning the terminology used in the book. Very good for gathering basic information for use in research 

(health or psychology class) as well as someone diagnosed with the disorder to gain understanding and information.  

Mental Health           B.J. Neary   

 

Jansson. Tove. Moomin Book One: The Complete Tove Jansson Comic Strip by Tove Jansson. Montreal: Drawn & 

 Quarterly, 2006. 1-894937-80-5. 95 p. $19.95. Gr. 7 up. 

This delightful collection of comic strips is sure to please every comics fan in your school. The escapades of Moomin, a troll 

who looks like a hippopotamus, and his family and friends move quickly from one hilarious mini-drama to the next. He is a 

genuine gem of a troll. His creator, Tove Jansson has received numerous honors for her creative work, including the distinction 
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of being chosen as “Famous Finn” (she was from Finland). This collection was originally solicited and published by the 

Associated Press in 1953. This book is a beautiful package, but its binding may not hold up to lots of use. Still, lovers of classic 

comics will apply the book tape for the opportunity to read about Moomin.    Sarah Braxton 

 

Jarrow, Gail.  The Printer’s Trial: The Case of John Zenger and the Fight for a Free Press.  Honesdale, PA: Calkins 

 Creek Books, 2006.  1-59078-432-4. 102p.  $18.95. Gr. 9-12. 

John Zenger was a German immigrant with a fledging printing press business in New York in 1732.  Little did he know when       

he agreed to print political criticisms against the governor in a weekly newspaper, what a firestorm would be unleashed.  Using  

primary source documents of maps, newspapers, and pamphlets on the left side with the corresponding events and text on the 

right side of each page, the energetic narrative of the birth of free speech in the colonies and the driving forces behind the trial 

keep the pages turning.  We abhor Governor Crosby and we root for the Morrisites, James Alexander, and Andrew Hamilton.  

Much need information is provided in this thoroughly engrossing and researched book.  Includes a Timeline, Bibliography, 

Web Sites, Places to Visit and Index    American History     B.J. Neary  

 

 Johnson, Dolores. Onward: A Photobiography of African-American Polar Explorer Matthew Henson. Washington, D. C., 

 National Geographic Society, 2006. 0-7922-7914-X.  p. 64. 17.95. Grades 5-8. 

Matthew Henson’s life is an example of tragedy and triumph.  This book celebrates Henson.  He was a man to be admired.  

Born just a year after the Civil War Henson grew up in poverty having lost both his parents by the time he was 13. He went to 

sea and sailed the world. The Captain Childs took the young man under his wing and taught him to read and write, but when 

Childs died there was not place for the young black man to go.  Even his jobs with Peary were not secure.  When he returned 

from expeditions he often had to take on menial jobs.  Because of prejudice even when he was triumphant, he was often booed.  

His loyalty, ingenuity and bravery are unparalleled. Peary valued him.  However, after the final expedition Henson worked 

parking cars and then as a messenger. Johnson brings the reader into the exciting adventure, the perilous journeys.   

          Jeannie Bellavance 

 

Johnson, Dolores. Onward: A Photobiography of African-American Polar Explorer Matthew Henson. Washington, D.C.: 

           National Geographic, 2006. 0-7922-7914-X.  64p. $17.95. Gr. 4-8. 

In 1896 the Supreme Court ruled that it was legal to segregate. So when Robert Peary included Matthew Henson in his quest 

for the North Pole society concluded that Henson’s usefulness could only be that of a manservant. Although Matthew Henson 

contributed significantly to the success of Peary’s explorations, he was largely ignored. Henson was finally recognized by 

Congress 35 years after reaching the North Pole alongside Peary. A chronology, bibliography, and index are included. A 

worthy addition to most collections.                 Elizabeth McChesney 

 

Jones, Chris.  Too Far from Home –A Story of Life and Death in Space.  New York: Doubleday, 2006.  0-385-51465-4. 

             304 p.  $24.95.  Gr. 9-Adult 

Chilling and heart-stopping account of Expedition Six to the International Space Station.   Because of the Columbia disaster, 

and the subsequent grounding of the entire shuttle fleet, 2 American astronauts and 1 Russian flight engineer were stranded at 

the space station for 5 months.  Their subsequent rescue by a Soyuz space capsule, and harrowing descent make this a breath-

taking read.                   Pat Naismith 

         

Judson, Karen. Animal Testing. New York: Marshall Cavendish, 2006. 0-76141882-2. 144pgs. $39.93. Grades 9+ 

One of the most interesting aspects of our current educational system is the desire to give students a balanced exploration of a 

topic. There are more than a  few series that present all sides of a controversial subject. The most widely known is probably the 

“Opposing Viewpoints” series. The series Open for Debate also presents many points of view, but is written by one author. The 

beginning chapter, “How and When It All Began...”gives and excellent historical perspective on the topic. The bold-faced 

bullet points help the reader follow the arguments.  In the end, the author does attempt to present a fair analysis of the 

controversy, but there is no mistaking her bias. Karen Judson believes that there should be another way to further scientific and 

medical advances than being “inhumane” to animals by using them in testing. As a animal lover, I agree, but that is my  

opinion. I am sure there are those that disagree, especially someone suffering from a catastrophic disease. The book contains an 

extensive “notes” section and a helpful “further information” section and colored photographs that enhance the text. A useful 

addition to a high school library.  Animal experimentation- Juvenile literature.   Ilene Goldis Grayev 

 

Katin, Miriam. We Are On Our Own. Montreal: Drawn & Quarterly, 2006. 1-896597-20-3. 122 p.  $19.95. Gr. 9 up. 

This is an intense memoir of Miriam Katin’s experiences as a child who escapes Budapest with her mother before the Nazi 

invasion. Told in graphic novel format, the inner 7” x 7” of each 9” square page is filled with detailed black and white pencil 

drawings. Sparse handwritten text in conservation boxes aligns perfectly with the illustrations. Four interspersed colored pages 

show Katin as an adult and help the reader understand that the memories of this escape continue to haunt the author. The 

images depicting hunger, death and rape will haunt readers as well. Mature readers who engage with the images in this book 

will have a much better sense of what life was and is like as a Holocaust refugee.   Sarah Braxton 
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Kay, Glen and Michael Rose. Disaster Movies: A Loud, Long, Explosive, Star-Studded Guide to Avalanches, Earthquakes, 

 Floods, Meteors, Sinking Ships, Twisters, Viruses, Killer Bees, ...Fallout, and Alien Attacks in the Cinema!!! . 

 Chicago: Chicago Review Press, 2006. 1-5565-612-1. 416p. $18.95. Gr. 8+ 

Descriptions of the best and worst disaster movies are accompanied by a ratings guide that ranges from highly recommended,  

recommended, at your own risk, avoid at all costs, to so bad its good. Foreword by Mystery Science 3000 host Mike Nelson, 

cheesy movie expert. Disaster Films:  Criticism                                                                     Barb Wray 

 

Kibuishi, Kazu, ed. Flight. Volume Three.  New York: Ballantine Books, 2006.  0-345-49039-8. 351 p.  $24.95.  Gr. 6 

          -Adult. 

Flight anthologies just keep getting better.  Once again, delightful stories combine with exquisite art work to create a fantasy 

anthology that will delight children, collectors and fantasy readers alike.  Contributors range from young to veteran, stories 

range from wordless to poignantly written.  This volume will delight all readers.  Graphic Novel(s) Pat Naismith 

 

Kidd, J.S. and Renee A. Kidd.  Nuclear Power: The Study of Quarks and Sparks. New York: Chelsea House, 2006.  

 0-8160-5606-4.  208p. $35.00. Gr. 9-12. 

Atomic studies and important advances in nuclear energy are covered in this thoroughly researched history of the field of 

atomic studies.  As a result of advances, the understanding of subatomic particles has been extended.  Scientists can now 

identify more than 100 different subatomic particles.  Discusses how researchers are able to understand the roles these particles 

play in the structure of the material universe.  Full therapeutic and diagnostic promise of medical isotopes is realized. Includes 

Glossary, Further Reading, Web Sites and Index.  Science      B.J. Neary  

 

Kidd, J.S. and Renee A. Kidd.  Potent Natural Medicines: Mother Nature’s Pharmacy. New York: Chelsea House, 2006.  

 0-8160-5607-2   212p. $35.00. Gr. 9-12. 

An exhaustive and interesting look at the history of the alternative to medicines using plants and animals found in nature. Plant 

hunters and their history are covered.  There is wider coverage of governments’ efforts to protect consumers.  The National 

Institutes of Health has formed other divisions that search for the natural sources of medicine so that the medical field is able to 

take into account the conventional and unconventional treatments of patients.  Biodiversity’s need is discussed thoroughly.  

Ideal for high school students researching plant biodiversity and its’ potential for human’s benefit. Includes Glossary, Further 

Reading, Web Sites and Index.  Science        B.J. Neary   

            

Kim, Eugenia.  Saturday Night Hat: Quick, Easy Hatmaking for the Downtown Girl.  New York: Potter Craft, 2006.   

 0-307-33794-4  143 p. $19.95. Gr. 7-12. 

With an honest, down-to-earth introduction by the author, Eugenia Kim, Saturday Night Hat offers seven chapters of easy to 

make hats with simple instructions.  Kim also gives historical and fashion background on each hat as well as the types of 

girls/women the hats look great on (Fedoras look good on everyone except women with really angular faces) and what kinds of 

clothes to wear with the hat (I like berets paired with a plaid miniskirt for that Lolita/schoolgirl look).  The print is large and 

inviting, featuring close-up colorful photos of models wearing the finished hat creations. Family and Consumer Science 

students will enjoy the fun text and templates and patterns.  There is a glossary and index and Vital Hat-istics: Useful 

Resources and Information located in the back of the soft-cover book.         B.J. Neary 

 

Karwoski, Gail Langer. Tsunami: The True Story of an April Fools’ Day Disaster. Plain City, OH: Darby Creek, 2006.  

 1-58196-044-0. $17.95. 64 p. Gr. 4-7. 
Karwoski presents a compelling look at tsunamis.  Starting with the 1946 tsunami that hit Hilo, the reader is provided with 

eyewitness accounts of the tsunami as it hit the island of Hawaii.  This includes a history of tsunamis from ancient writings and 

myths to those that have been recorded since Hawaii began keeping records to the 2004 tsunami that hit Indonesia on December 

26.  The science of tsunamis, the early warning system that is being further developed and expert advice on what to do in case 

of a tsunami are included and will be helpful for reports.        Sandra Krieg 

 

 Kort, Michael G.  The Handbook of East Asia.  Minneapolis: Twenty-First Century Books, 2006.  0-7613-2672-3.  272 p.  

 $22.95.  Gr. 8 & up. 

An overview of the global issues, geography, including maps, photos, and chronology of six countries including China, Japan, 

North and South Korea, Taiwan, and Mongolia.  A few spelling and geographical errors, but an otherwise usable guide for 

research projects.                         Candy Blessing 

         

Kreck, Dick.  Anton Woode: The Boy Murderer.  Golden, CO: Fulcrum, 2006.  1-55591-578-7.  215 p.  $13.56.  Adult. 

A fascinating story of an 11-year-old boy who was tried for murder in Colorado in 1893 for cold-bloodedly killing a hunter for 

his pocket watch.  The case caused much controversy in the criminal justice system in the state and led to reform of the juvenile 
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criminal system.  There is still a lot of dissention about this issue today so the case is useful to students researching the juvenile 

justice system.              Candy Blessing 

 

Kuitenbrouwer, Peter. 7 Secrets of Highly Successful Kids. Montreal: Lobster Press, 2006. 2
nd
 edition. 1-897073-41-0.  

 141pgs. $12.95. Grade 6+ 

This book is motivational and inspirational.  It was first printed in 1991 as twenty interviews with children who had overcome  

mush adversity by focusing on  and achieving goals. Their stories show the rewards of hard work and believing in your dreams. 

This edition includes follow-up pages that reveal what the students are doing today. A book that is positive without being 

preachy.  Self-Actualization          Ilene Goldis Grayev 

 

Lace, William W.  A Life for God: The Medieval Monastery.  Detroit:  Lucent Books, Thomson/Gale, 2006.   

 1-59018-847-0. 104 p.  $28.70.  Gr. 5-8.   
An introduction to monastic life during the Middle Ages.  Full-color paintings, photographs and maps complement the text.  

Interesting facts or supplemental material is attractively presented in text boxes.  Written in a factual yet interesting style, the 

chapter heading and text boxes will lure the reader in and entice them to read more.  Attractive, readable, the chapter notes, 

sources and comprehensive index make this an excellent resource for middle and high school students.  Part of the Lucent 

Library of Historical Eras series.         Pat Naismith 

 

Lace, William W. A Life for God: The Medieval Monastery. New York: Lucent, 2006.  1-59018-847-0. 104 p. $31.20.  

             Gr. 6-9. 

This is an interesting and informative look at how monasteries evolved, and what life was like for the monks, both in and out of 

the monastery. Monasteries flourished during medieval times until their popularity slowly diminished in the early 1400’s. Many 

color illustrations accompany the text. Chapter notes, further reading, and an index are included.        Michelle Stone 

            

Lace, William W.  A Life for God: The Medieval Monastery.  Detroit: Thomson Gale, 2006.  1-59018-847-0.  104 p. 

  $31.20 – Gr. 7+   Series:  Lucent Library of Historical Eras 
The monastic movement is closely identified with the Middle Ages, and in this title the author makes the connection between 

monks and the monastic life, Roman Catholicism and the illumination the movement brought to civilization.  The basis for the 

monastic life, the search for the soul, is established as the motivating factor behind the movement.  Various monastic rules, 

such as the Augustinians, the Benedictines and the Dominicans, are examined.  Their daily life, from the clothes they wore to 

their vows of obedience and life of prayer provides much factual information for students for both research and informational 

reading.  The role of women monastics is also described.  The decline of monasteries legacy of the monastic movement places 

it within the historical context. The layout is attractive, with white space in balance with large, colorful illustrations and 

paintings.  Sidebar articles provide additional information or give a more detailed description than the text.  Includes a forward 

and introduction, chapter notes, information for further research and an index.      Roseanne Zajko 

 

 Laughlin, Rosemary.  The Pullman strike of 1894 (American Workers). Greensboro, NC: Morgan Reynolds, 2006.  1-

 931798-89-3.  144 p.  $30.19.  Gr. 6-9 
An exceptional account of the labor strike in Pullman, Illinois in 1894, and its lasting ramifications on the labor movement in 

the U.S.  This rewritten edition clearly improves on the original 2000 publication of the work, including photos and illustrations  

of better quality, a completely new concluding chapter; primary-source excerpts, and updated references, including Web sites.  

A good addition for research projects on labor history and industrialization.    Candy Blessing  

 

 Landis, Jacquelyn (ed.). Abortion.  Detroit: Greenhaven Press, Thomson/Gale, 2006.  0-7377-1903-6.  232 p.   

  $34.95.  Gr. 7-10.   
 Collection of 15 primary source documents addressing the issue of abortion.  An excellent and scholarly resource for 

 research, however the text is too technical for someone who is contemplating an abortion.  Missing is a section on the 

 emotions of having or deciding not to have an abortion.  Readers will want to know if making the decision to have or 

 not have an abortion causes regret.  Part of the History of Issues series.  

                S. F. 10
th
 grade  Springfield High School (Delco) 

 

Leverich, Jean (ed.). Child abuse.  Detroit:  Greenhaven Press, Thomson/Gale, 2006.  0-7377-3247-4. 184p. 

$34.95. Gr.7-10. 

Collection of twenty essays that discuss issues of child neglect and abuse.  This book has many statistics and real 

stories from people who were abused as children.  Gives descriptions of many situations that could happen in anyone’s 

home.  Includes the causes and consequences, child welfare, and sexual abuse in the church.  A good research source.  

Part of the Contemporary Issues Companion series.         

S. F., 10
th
 grade Springfield High School (Delco)                                                                             
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Levitin, Daniel J.  This is your Brain on Music: the Science of a Human Obsession.  New York: Dutton, 2006.  

0-525-94969-0.  314 p.  $24.95.  Gr. 9-Adult. 

The Rock ‘n Roll Doctor tells all in this scholarly, yet accessible book about the relationship between music and the human 

brain.  Session musician turned neuroscientist, Levitin, guides the reader through the neurobiology, neuropsychology, cognitive 

psychology, empirical philosophy, Gestalt psychology, memory theory, categorization theory, neurochemistry, and music 

theory in a style that will appeal to teen readers.  The last 3 chapters dealing with the making of a musician, what we like and 

music and evolution are a delight.  Flawless scientifically and highly readable.  For all libraries.  Pat Naismith 

 

Lewis, A. David. The Lone and Level Sands.  Fort Lee, NJ: Archaia Studios Press,  2005.  1-93286-12-2.  160p. $17.95. 

 Gr. 9-12. 

Lewis has captured in graphic novel format the retelling of the Book of Exodus through the eyes of Pharaoh Ramses II.  Moses  

is the Israelites leader and Ramses II’s long-lost cousin who brings his follower Aaron to constantly confront Ramses’  

treatment of the Israelites as slaves.  Ramses is portrayed as both leader and villain who remains conflicted throughout about 

how to handle Moses and the Israelites and their god, Yahweh.  The color illustrations by MP Mann and Jennifer Rodgers are 

skillful but as the story progressed, the pages went from a light beige to dark brown and the black was difficult to read.      

Graphic Novel             B.J. Neary   

 

 Lewis, J. Patrick.  Black Cat Bone: The Life of Blues Legend Robert Johnson.  Mankato, MN:  Creative Editions, 2006.  

 1-56846-194-1.  48 p.  $19.95.  Gr. 9-12 

Physician-assisted suicide has become more of an issue as medical breakthroughs continue to prolong the dying of the 

terminally ill.  Articles focus on the moral and ethical issues and grapple with the debate of when, if ever, it is acceptable to 

deliberately end another’s life.  Recommended.         Candy Blessing 

 

Lewis, J. Patrick and Rebecca Kai Dotlich. Castles: Old Stone Poems. Honedsale, PA: Wordsong (Boyds Mill Press), 

 2006. 1-59078-380-8. 48 p. $18.95. Grades 4-7. 
Tour many of the world’s most awesome castles in verse from the ghostly Tower of London, the terrifying Bran Castle in 

Transylvania to the magnificently vain Chambord Castle in France and the deceptively delicate Himeji in Japan.  J. Patrick 

Lewis and Rebecca Kai Dotlich along with the amazing vibrant paintings of Dan Burr bring these castles alive. The poetry hints 

at adventure and mystery, at tales of intrigue and woe.  More information about the castles is given in the back matter and there 

is a good bibliography for the curious to continue their quests. Teachers will appreciate the timeline that puts the castles into 

historical perspective. This book will be a unique way to introduce students to the Middle Ages, to show them that history can 

be written in poetry as well as prose.                       Jean Bellavance 

 

Lindop, Laurie. Venturing the Deep Sea. Minneapolis, MN: Twenty-First Century Books, 2006.  0761327010. 80 p. 

 $27.93. Gr. 4-8. 

This book will be useful for students researching the mid-ocean range, hydrothermal vents, plate tectonics, bioluminescence as 

well as information as to how scientists go about gathering data about the deep ocean and the equipment that they use.  A 

glossary, notes, further reading and an index are included.                      Sandra Krieg 

 

Locke, Juliane. England’s Jane: The Story of Jane Austin. Greensboro, NC: Morgan Reynolds, Publishing, 2006.  

 1-931798-82-6. 144 pgs.  $25.95.  Grades 8+ 

 This edition to the World Writers series will prove useful in a school library because of the additions to the text, namely, the 

“Family Tree” and the primary source material. The text is clearly written and enhanced by numerous photographs. The 

information is current and includes a review of the recent motion picture, Sense and Sensibility, which enjoyed great box office 

and video success. A good print addition to a literature and biography collection. Novelists-English Austin, Jane, 19
th
 

Century Literature         Ilene Goldis Grayev        
 

 Lourie, Peter.  Hidden World of the Aztec.  Honesdale, Pa:  Boyd’s Mill Press, 2006.  978-1-59078-069-5.  48p.  $17.95.  

 Gr. 4+ 
Beneath the streets of Mexico City lie the ruins of the Aztec culture, demolished by Cortez and his Spanish army.  This title 

documents the excavations of the Aztec Great Temple in Mexico City and the older Pyramid of the Moon a short distance 

outside of the city.  The understanding of the Aztec culture is revised as result of the findings.  Told in first person, the author 

recounts the process of unearthing the remains of the ruins and the culture that created them while at the same time providing 

information on the city that supplanted them.  Each chapter opens with a verse from Aztec poetry and is accompanied by clear, 

rich color photos or black and white illustrations.  The text is conversational and informational.  While it may not be the first 

choice for research, there is enough factual information on the culture and its eradication by the Spanish to provide background 

information for beginning research.  The glossary is detailed and supplements the text.  Includes an index, bibliography and 

web sites.  Aztecs          Rosanne Zajkio  
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Manheimer, Ann S.  James Beckwourth: Legendary Mountain Man. Minneapolis :Twenty-First Century Books, 2006.   

1-57505-892-8. 112p. $25.00. Gr. 7-10. 

An authentic, compelling account of Jim Beckwourth’s life as a famous African American frontiersman who went through life 

as a slave, wilderness guide, and mountain man during the early days of westward expansion.  Beckwourth’s accomplishments 

also include living with the Crow Nation for ten years and becoming a chief; discovering a pass to California where he built a 

hostel and shared whatever he had with weary travelers as they passed through. There are many black and white archival 

illustrations, Web Sites and Index.  Recommended.                           BJ Neary   

 

Mapping the World of Harry Potter: Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers Explore the Bestselling Fantasy Series of All 

Time. Lackey, Mercedes, Ed. Dallas, Texas: BenBella, 2006. 1-932100-59-8. 195p. $14.95. Gr .6+.  

In this anthology edited by Mercedes Lackey, well-known writers of science fiction and fantasy explore critical issues relating 

 to the series.  Sarah Zettel writes of Hermione’s feminism; Roberta Gellis investigates the Dursleys as social satire; Lawrence 

Watt-Evans explores why Dumbledore had to die; Elisabeth DeVos contends that Harry Potter is all about God.  This 

thoughtful collection will appeal to serious fans and to those many students who would prefer to focus their literature analyses 

on their favorite series.  Highly recommended.          Joyce Valenza 

 

 Markle, Sandra. Rescues! Minneapolis, MN: Millbrook Press, 2006.  0-8225-3413-4. 88 p. $25.26 Gr. 4-7. 

The rescue situations are amazing, but so are the brave rescuers of these people trapped by rubble from an earthquake, by an 

avalanche, in a coal mine, caught in a burning house, stranded on a mountain top or under a capsized boat in the icy arctic 

water. Sandra Markle tells of 11 rescues and the technology and ingenuity behind them.  One firefighter was inspired by a dirty 

disposable diaper to create Barricade Gel which has kept buildings safe during brush fires.  Markle explains the science behind 

each story, both that of the disaster and that of the equipment in understandable terms.  Readers will be fascinated by the stories 

and perhaps come away with knowledge that they might be able to put to use.  The glossary, bibliographies and web sites will 

be very helpful to student researchers.        Jeannie Bellavance 

 

 Marrin, Albert.  Saving the Buffalo.  New York: Scholastic, 2006.  0-439-71854-6.  129 p.  $18.99. Gr. 7+    
This handsomely photographed, detailed study of the buffalo discusses how the buffalo lived on the Plains, how the American 

Indians relied upon it for food and clothing, and its near extinction before being saved by the early conservation movement.  

Students reading for pleasure or research will learn much from the clear, concise text.  The color photos and illustrations are 

plentiful and provide balance for the text.  Includes a table of contents, source notes, and an index.  Similar to Thunder on the 

Plains, this title is recommended for older readers.        Rosanne Zajko  

 

Masson, Jeffrey Moussaieff.  Altruistic  Armadillos, Zenlike Zebras: A Menagerie of 100 Favorite Animals. New York:  

 Ballantine Books, 2006.  0345478819.  424 p. $27.95.  Gr. 9+ 

This is a wonderful collection of essays on various animals, both domestic and wild.  The author’s love and appreciation of 

animals is very apparent as he shares admirable features of each living creature.  “There is no animal, no insect, no life-form, 

without value”, he claims at the start of the chapter on bats.  Readers are sure to learn many interesting anecdotes in this 

engaging book which can be read as a whole or in bits. Animals.    Mary Schwander 

 

Matthews, John. Pirates. New York: Atheneum, 2006. 1-4169-2734-4. 27 p. $19.95. Gr. 3-8. 

This interactive oversized book will be very popular with the boys. Pirate history is covered from 700 B.C. to the present, 

including pirates in fiction and film. Each two page spread covers one topic with many pictures, and a either a removable paper 

or moving parts. Removable pages include a treasure map, playing cards, a wanted poster, and more. A timeline, glossary and 

list of resources are included. This is a great reluctant reader selection.    Michelle Stone   

            

 McClaferty, Carla Killough.  Something Out of Nothing: Marie Curie and Radium.  New York: Farrar, Straus and 

 Giroux, 2006.  0-374-380368-8.  $18.00.  134 pp.  Grades 6-9+.   

This very readable biography by an award-winning author covers Mme. Curie’s entire life from her childhood in Russian-

dominated Poland through motherhood, her earning a PhD at the Sorbonne, her winning two Nobel Prizes, her widowhood, and 

her active participation in World War I. Curie’s life demonstrates generosity, the power of concentration and dedication to 

goals beyond the self, and the importance of balance between mind and body, profession and family, and private and public 

life. It also raises issues that are relevant today: the power of the press to ignore, focus, and deceive, and the power of 

capitalism to finance, produce, and promote products that are worthless and even harmful. While well-illustrated with period 

photographs, the book suffers from substandard documentation and bibliography and the lack of a chronology. Publishers who 

wish to retain their reputation of providing authoritative information in an age of “infoglut” and unreliable resources should 

expect their authors to provide good role models of documentation and bibliography for students.  

Biography. Science. Women.          Eleanor Howe  

           



PSLA TITLES FOR 2006      NON- FICTION 

 22 

 Medicine Crow, Joseph. Counting Coup: Becoming a Crow Chief on the Reservation and Beyond. Washington, D. C.: 

 National Geographic, 2006.  0-7922-5391-4. 128 p. $ 15.95. Grades 5-8. 

Chief Joseph Medicine Crow relates his life growing up on a reservation, his training by his grandfather to be a warrior, and 

how he became a chief and leader of his people. Counting coup is performing four different war deeds including capturing a 

horse from the enemy, touching the first enemy to fall in a battle, taking an enemy’s weapon, and leading a successful war 

party.  Even though he grew up in the 20
th

 century when intertribal wars were long gone, his acts of courage in WWII led him 

to receive the honor of being a chief.  He describes the meeting with the older men and conveys what life was like in the latter 

part of the 19
th

 century for Native Americans.  The description of Custer’s last stand from the point of view of the Crow scouts 

who worked for Custer is most interesting.         Jeannie Bellavance 

 

 

Meltzer, Milton.  Herman Melville: a Biography.  Minneapolis: Twenty-First Century Books, 2006.  0-7613-2749-5.  

 128p. $27.95. Gr. 9-12. 

Herman Melville is one of 19
th

-century America’s well-known authors.  His childhood went from one of ease to dependence on 

relatives and an early end to his schooling.  His most famous work, Moby Dick, was inspired from his work on a merchant ship.  

Meltzer does a fine job of describing the times Melville lived and worked in and how this affected his writings and life.  

Reproductions of documents, period photos and engravings add interest to thoughtful work by the author on his subject. 

Includes web sites, timelines and index.  Excellent for information and research projects at the high school level. Biography 

            B.J. Neary  

 

Meltzer, Milton.  Nathaniel Hawthorne: a Biography.  Minneapolis: Twenty-First Century Books, 2006.  0-7613-3459-9 

  160p. $27.95. Gr. 9-12. 

Nathaniel Hawthorne is one of America’s renowned authors.  He grew up as a Puritan in New England, with beliefs on slavery 

and other social issues of the early nineteenth century.  Married with children and a wife he loved, he had limited success as a 

writer and was disillusioned later in life with his achievements. A good introduction for biographical information, but not 

recommended for research papers.  Includes web sites, timelines and index.  Biography   B.J. Neary  

 

Milano, Roy.  Monsters.  New York, NY:  Del Rey Books, 2006.  0-345-486854. 166p.  $29.95.  Gr. 6+ 

What else would you expect but a “fearword”(foreword) in a book about movie monsters?  And who better to describe her 

father, the monster, than Sara Karloff?  This large book has some text, most notably essays that introduce each monster and the 

associated movie, but the selling point of this title are the full size black and white or sepia stills of famous monsters such as 

Dracula, Frankenstein and The Wolf Man.  Each chapter is handsomely set off by a color movie poster set against glossy black 

pages.  Although the photos are decidedly low tech when compared to today’s special effects movie monsters (Stephen 

Sommers essay describes how technology was used for the 1997 remake of The Mummy), movie fans and young boys who like 

Bigfoot, Yeti and the Abominable Snowman will be lining up for a chance to examine these monstrosities. Movie Monsters     

               Rosanne Zajko 

 

Miller, Calvin Craig.  Che Guevara: In Search of Revolution. Greensboro, NC:  Morgan Reynolds Publishing, 2006.  

 1-931798-93-1. 192p.  $26.95. Gr. 9-12. 

Students will enjoy reading about Che Guevara who was a committed revolutionary who loved nothing more than to battle for 

what he believed in.  Raised in Argentina to believe in social justice, Che Guevara believed ardently in doing whatever had to 

be done to win the struggle.  He did very well as a guerilla fighter, and he was committed to overthrowing oppressive 

capitalistic governments in Cuba, Africa, and throughout Latin America. He has become a legend with his death in 1967. 

Photos and maps throughout, and includes Timeline, Web Sites and Index.   Biography    B.J. Neary  

 

Miller, Calvin Craig.  Roy Wilkins: Leader of the NAACP.  Greensboro: NC: Morgan Reynolds, 2005. 1931798495.   

 176p.  $30.19.  Gr. 6-9.                                                                                                                                                              

A journalist in his early years, Wilkins joined the NAACP and became an active crusader against discrimination, dedicating his 

life to nonviolent confrontations. While Wilkins was one of the most important leaders of the civil rights movement at its 

height, this is one of the few teen biographies to give him a full, in-depth and detailed analysis.  Features archival photographs 

and illustrations.  Biography        Candy Blessing 

            

 Miller, Karen, ed.  Immigration.  Detroit: Thomson Gale, 2006.  0-7377-2893-0. 110 p. $22.96. Gr. 7+   Series:  Social 

 Issues Firsthand 

This series examines various social issues, such as abortion, the environment, terrorism and others by presenting this issues 

through the personal narratives of those who experienced them.  For example, in Immigration, the four themed chapters each 

offer four perspectives of immigrants as they find a new home in the United States and begin the process of assimilation.  The 

narratives begin with short background introduction, placing the writer in the context of the event.  The narratives are personal 

and engaging to read and provide much information for primary source research, or just for a first hand interpretation of social 
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issues.  Most of the titles include perspectives from various points of view and many include at least one well known 

representative of the issue, such as Arnold Schwarzenegger, Jane Roe, and Lisa Beamer, whose husband died on board Flight 

93.  Each title includes a forward and an introduction and an index. There are no photos or illustrations, but none are needed as 

the narratives themselves are compelling.  A list of organizations to contact and a bibliography offer resources for further 

research.  The four reviewed titles Abortion, Immigration, Religion and The Environment are all equal in terms of material 

presented, layout and perspectives.  For curriculums needing personal interpretations of cultural or historical issues, this series 

is recommended.           Rosanne Zajko 

 

Miller, Ron. Special Effects: An Introduction to Movie Magic. Minneapolis, MN: Twenty-First Century, 2006. 

 0761329188. $26.60. 128 p. Gr. 6-9. 

Starting with the Magic Lantern, Miller begins with the history of special techniques in film. It wasn’t until the 1902’s that  

special effects became a specialized field in movie-making.  Part Two of this book delves into how the effects are achieved, 

beginning with mechanical effects to today’s digital effects.  Information boxes are throughout the book featuring the creators 

of the special effects. A listing of movies that won Academy Awards for special effects, a glossary, further reading, and an 

index are included.   Sandra Krieg 

 

Miller, Ron. Stars and Galaxies. Minneapolis: Twenty-First Century Books, 2006. 0-7613-3466-1. 96 p. $20.95. Gr. 6-10. 

Beautifully illustrated, this title from the Worlds Beyond series presents fascinating and detailed information about the topic, 

from how stars were viewed in ancient times, to our current knowledge of the universe.  Interesting side bars throughout the 

chapters explain items mentioned in the text in greater detail. Bolded terms are defined in a glossary. Resources for further 

information and an index are included.        Michelle Stone 

            

Miller, Ron.  Worlds Beyond Stars and Galaxies.  Minneapolis:  Twenty First Century Books, 2006.  0-7613-3466-1. 96p.  

             $27.93. Gr. 7+ 
Using a combination of NASA photography and illustrations, Miller presents a stunning, breathtaking view of the universe 

while at the same time authoring a solid narrative filled with quality information for research and pleasure reading.  Amateur 

astronomers will savor the copious information on the life and death of stars, galaxies and the universe.  In addition to the 

photographs, diagrams and sidebar pages present supplement the text.  The artwork is rich, colorful and sharp and the layout is 

inviting and attractive.  The in-depth information in this title provides an authoritative resource.  Includes a Table of Contents, 

glossary, index and sources for additional information.       Rosanne Zajko  

            

Murphy, Claire Rudolph. Children of Alcatraz. New York: Walker, 2006.  0-8027-9577-3. 64 p. $17.95.  Grades 4-7. 
Students who have read Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko will want to check this book out.  Murphy gathered 

information which includes photographs from and interviews with the surviving children who grew up there as well as books 

written about the island.  Alcatraz gained notoriety because of the famous inhabitants like Capone and Machine Gun Kelly, but 

it has a longer history than the 1930’s.  These personal memories give us a broader insight into what life was really like; what 

was normal for these children. For students who want to know more there is a list of further resources which includes fiction 

and nonfiction books, web sites and videos.       Jean Bellavance 

 

 Murphy, Claire Rudolf.  Children of Alcatraz: Growing Up on the Rock.  New York: Walker & Company, 2006. 0-8027-

 9577-3. 64p. $17.95. Gr. 5+. 

The children’s stories presented here trace the history of Alcatraz Island prior to 1854 when it was called Diamond Island, 

through the years as a military prison and disciplinary barracks, during the era as a high security penitentiary, a time when it 

provided a haven for the Indian occupation and, now, as a National Historic Park. To the children, Alcatraz meant adventure. 

Valuable for reports or simply for browsing.             Elizabeth McChesney 

 

 Nardo, Don.  Lords, Ladies, Peasants, and Knights : Class in the Middle Ages.  Detroit:  Lucent Books, 

  Thomson/Gale, 2007.  1-59018-928-0.  104 p.  $28.70.  Gr. 5-8.   

 This book does an excellent job of depicting the Middle Ages and giving a sense of the time period.  It examines what 

 life was like for the people of all classes and uses both modern and medieval art to illustrate the text.  The text is large, 

 aimed at younger readers, but in spite of that, it provides much of the necessary information that a middle school 

 student would need.  Part of the Lucent Library of Historical Eras series. K. K., 10
th
 grade Springfield High School 

            (Delco) 

 

Oberman, Sheldon. Solomon and the Ant and Other Jewish Folktales. Honesdale, PA: Boyds Mills Press, Inc., 

 2006. 1-59078-307-7. 165pgs. $14.96. All ages 

The beauty of the “folktale” is that it can teach a lesson in a way that nothing else can. Through story, listeners see themselves 

and their situations and relate to the human experience. Oberman’s retelling of these tales is further enhanced by the note and 

commentary sections that appear after each tale. This chronologically arranged collection contains both familiar and lesser 
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known Jewish folktales.  Juha’s Nail, is a delight rendering of a “tricksters” tale found in many cultures. The story involves an 

Arab Jew and could be used to show how humans are more alike than different. The stories would also work well as a 

traditional “oral” tale.  Sheldon Oberman’s work can stand on the shelves among other giants such as  Aesop and Singer and 

should be enjoyed today by our techno-driven teens.  The lessons are simple but timeless. Jewish Folklore           

 Ilene Goldis Grayev 

 

Obesity. Detroit: Gale, 2007.  0-7377-2194-4.  127p. $35.00. Gr. 9-12.  

Issues That Concern You, Obesity, examines the alarming increase of obesity in young Americans, adolescents and preschool 

children.  Essays discuss the health and emotional toll of obesity.  A viewpoint essay gives reasons for obesity such as 

sedentary lifestyles, sprawling urban environments and growing portion sizes. Fast food is debated as another contributing 

factor to obesity.  Appendices present “What You Should Know About Obesity” such as determining Body Mass Index and 

“What You Should Do About Obesity” gives further suggestions for weight loss and tips for healthier eating. There are many 

color photos, charts, tables, and political cartoons and it is very easy to use.  Includes Organizations to Contact, and Index.  

            B.J. Neary  

 

O’Connell, Kim. Primary Source Accounts of the Vietnam War. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow, 2006. 

 1598450018.  $33.27.  128p. Gr. 5-9. 

Diaries, letters, songs, speeches, newspaper accounts and interviews, including some with North Vietnamese provide the 

students with first person accounts of the Vietnam War, part of the My ReportLinks.com series.  Students are encouraged to 

visit the web site of  MyReportLink.com to gather further information about this topic.  A glossary, chapter notes and an index 

are included. There are a number of photographs and screen captures of the sites the publisher would like the students to visit. 

            Sandra Krieg 

          

Oil.  Detroit: Gale, 2006.  0-7377-3328-4 (paperback)  244p. $35.00. Gr. 9-12. 

Opposing Viewpoints, Oil, offers four chapters of differing viewpoints debating who or what is to blame for high oil prices.  Up 

to date and fully documented articles argue the oil crisis, how can America reduce domestic oil prices, what energy policies 

America should be pursued and how the oil impacts international relations. Each article starts with an author introduction and 

begins with questions to consider before and while reading.  Many individual authors offer very thorough and balanced, well-

supported theories that make use of many examples, political cartoons, charts and tables.  Excellent for student research and 

debate. Includes For Further Discussion, Organizations to Contact, and Index.    B.J. Neary  

 

 Oppenheim, Joanne. Dear Miss Breed: True Stories of the Japanese American Incarceration during World War II and the 

 Librarian Who Made a Difference. New York: Scholastic, 2006.  0-439-56992-3. 287 p. $22.99. Grades 7-10. 

Clara Breed, the children’s librarian of the San Diego Public Library, was a woman of compassion and principle, one that 

should be a role model for us all.  Oppenhiem has carefully researched the librarian who still served her children by sending 

books and materials to many Japanese American children who were incarcerated in camps during World War II.   The author 

uses many primary sources including letters that were sent to Miss Breed by these children and interviews with survivors to 

describe the events, the feelings of both the Japanese Americans and Caucasian Americans at the time.  This book is a 

cautionary work. Oppenheim writes it to tell this story, but also to warn against hysterical prejudice against people who just 

look different. Students will find this a compelling book as well as an excellent resource.   Jeannie Bellavance 

 

Oppenheim, Joanne.  Dear Miss Breed. New York: Scholastic, 2006.  0-439-56992-3.  288p. $22.99. Gr. 9 - 12. 

After trying to find a high school friend searching the internet, Oppenheim came upon the Japanese American National 

Museum, and the many “children” of Miss Breed.  With the bombing of Pearl Harbor, overnight Japanese Americans became 

the enemy.  Miss Breed was the San Diego Public librarian who kept books alive for her “children” during that bleak time in 

history we now refer to as the Japanese Internment.  From letters, pictures, and interviews, the remarkable Miss Breed keeps 

alive their faith and hope before, during and after their incarceration.  We meet the young people who adored Miss Breed with 

their nineteen school pictures and trace their anguish and Miss Breed’s determination to prove to America that these Japanese 

Americans were truly Americans who were proud of American’s democracy. Includes primary source photographs, documents 

and an index. I highly recommend this “must-have” for high school students and any reader interested in learning more about 

this very bleak time in our history. Japanese Americans-Evacuation and relocation.     

           BJ Neary   
  

Orr, Tamara. Orlando Bloom. Hockessin, De: Mitchell Lane, 2007.  1-58415-515-9.  32 p.   $16.95. Gr. 5-8 Hi/Low: RL 4. 

This brief biography focuses on the actor’s career, with descriptions of his movie roles that will appeal to reluctant teen readers.  

Very little information is given about his younger years. Color photos and summary boxes add interest throughout the book.   

Also includes a chronology of Bloom’s life, a list of his awards, his filmography, further reading, and an index.  

            Michelle Stone 
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Orr, Tamara.  When the Mirror Lies: Anorexia, Bulimia, and Other Eating Disorders.  New York: Franklin Watts, 2007.  

 0-531-16791-7. 144p. $22.99. Gr. 9 - 12. 
An honest look from many perspectives makes this eating disorder book especially effective.  Orr uses personal narratives that 

teens will relate to and understand.  There are quotes, facts, statistics throughout the chapters that are up-to-date and 

informative.  For the teen adolescent with questions, this small book provides the answers in a non-threatening way.  Five 

chapters deal with a day to day look at the eating disorder victim, how many are affects, diagnosis, recognizing the warning 

signs, the physical and mental effects of eating disorders, where to go to for help and how you can help someone dealing with 

any one of the eating disorders of anorexia, bulimia and other eating disorders.  Includes a Glossary, To Find Out More, and 

Index.  Eating Disorders.          BJ Neary   

 

 

Phillips, John. Leonardo da Vinci: The Genius Who Defined the Renaissance.  Washington, D.C.: National Geographic,  

              2006. 0-7922-5385-X. 64p. $17.95. Gr. 5-8. 

Anyone intrigued by The Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown will appreciate the information packed into this slim volume. The book 

is generously illustrated with color photographs. Sidebars interspersed throughout provide fascinating details and trivia. A 

timeline bordering the bottom of the pages lends insight to events that may have had an impact on Leonardo’s work. Highly 

recommended for content and visual appeal.                Elizabeth McChesney 

        

Poe, Edgar Allan. The Raven. Tonawanda, NY: Kids Can Press, 2006. 1-5537-473-8. 44 p. $16.95.  Gr. 5-12. 

This reprint of Poe’s poem is dramatically illustrated by Ryan Price in drypoint, a copperplate print technique.  Students will 

gain understanding of the text through the Price’s dark interpretation.      Michelle Stone 

 

Polvar, Jane. Rosalind Franklin and the Structure of Life. Greensboro, North Carolina: Morgan Reynolds Publishing,  

 2006. 1-59935022-6. $20.95  Grades 6+ 

This biography of Rosalind Franklin honors the service of all the people behind the famous who are most instrumental in 

preparing the way for the great discoveries. The author discusses the path that leads Franklin to be critical to the discovery of 

the “fabric” of life. A photograph of the famous “double helix” helps the reader understand the enormity of the contribution that 

this woman made to science. Although she died very young, at the age of 38, her work continues to be the foundation of 

scientific discovery in physical chemistry. While alive, she never realized the significance of her discoveries. She was not even 

given credit for her contributions by Watson, Crick, and Wilkins, the men who used her work to develop the study of DNA. 

Black and white photographs are included in the book along with a useful timeline and index. Biography-Women Scientists  

                                                                                                             `    Ilene Goldis Grayev 

 

Price, Emmett George. Hip Hop Culture. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2006. 1-85109-8674. $85.00. 348p. Gr. 7+. 

You need this book.  The many students who struggle each year to write a serious paper on the subject they love have been 

waiting for this comprehensive volume.  Price covers the history and spread of hip hop, Hip Hop (the culture), and he describes 

its five critical elements.  The issues section will be valuable to most high schools.  Among the essays:  Is Graffiti an Art Form 

of a Nuisance?; Is Gangsta Rap a Part of Hip Hop Culture?; Can Hip Hop and the Academy Coexist?; Is Hip Hop Plagued with 

Violence? and Has Hip Hop Misrepresented Women?  The work includes a chronology; profiles; statistics, tables, and charts; 

documents; a useful glossary; and suggested reading, viewing, and listening.  Most high schools will want to purchase this title.  

Highly recommended.            Joyce Valenza 

 

Prisons. Detroit: Thomson Gale, 2007.  0-7377-3584-8  104 p. $25.00 Grades 7-12. 
From the series, Writing the Critical Essay: an Opposing Viewpoints Guide, Prisons deals with “America’s forgotten 

citizens.” Hurricane Katrina exposed the controversy of prisoners’ treatment and whether prisons are useful or harmful.  

Readers will be encouraged to develop their own opinions through skill-building exercises and thoughtful discussion question 

after reading six viewpoint essays.  Section Two models the five-paragraph cause-and-effect essay.  Exercises will help in the 

creation of an outline, determining thesis statements, and examining introductions and conclusions in the cause- and-effect 

essay. Includes full color photographs, graphs, political cartoons throughout. Appendix A contains useful “Facts About 

Prisons.” Organizations to Contact, and an Index are included. Very helpful for helping students learn to organize ideas and 

arguments and to write essays, recommended for junior and senior high school.    B.J. Neary   

           

Protzman, Ferdinad. Work: The World in Photographs. District of Columbia: National Geographic Society, 2006.   

 0-7922-6211-5. 352 pgs. $35.00. Grade 7+ 

 National Geographic has always been known for their breath-taking photographs and this collection is not an exception. As 

explained by the title, these pictures examine the types of work that is done by peoples of the world. In many ways, the work 

we do defines our place in society. This book  is divided into geographic sections that begin with an introduction. Through the 

photos, readers see the familiar and the unexpected. Protzman has honored each subject by revealing that work can be at times 

both tedious and re-warding. Each picture is labeled with the subject and date. Many are two page spreads  that were taken from 
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archives. While this might be considered a “coffee table book,” it would be useful in an art room or as a resource in a social 

studies class.          Ilene Goldis Grayev 

 

Radziszewicz, Tina.  Ready or Not: A Girl’s Guide to Making Her Own Decisions About Dating, Love, and Sex. New York: 

 Walker & Company, 2005. 0-8027-9612-5   275p.  $9.95 (paperback). Gr. 9-12. 

A very helpful and informative book for teen girls with questions about relationships and sex.   There is plenty of advice, 

reassurance, plus contact details throughout the book.  Written for teens and geared toward them, myths, questions and 

information teens need to know but might be afraid to ask are tackled.  Excellent coverage of contraception and STDs 

explaining the signs, symptoms, and treatments  of STDs and fully explains i9n detail different methods of contraception, how 

to use them, advantages and disadvantages of each and how to obtain them. Includes Your Most Embarrassing Sex Questions 

Asked, Resources and Contacts and Index.  Sex Instruction for Girls.     B.J. Neary   

 

Rall, Ted.  Silk Road to Ruin: Is Central Asia the New Middle East? NBM, 2006.  1-56163-454-9.  303p. $22.95. Gr. 10-12. 

Ted Rall, a writer takes a tour of Central Asia using the Silk Road and just showing up in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, 

Turkmenistan, Ian and Turkey. He finds these “Stans” after being cut loose by the Soviet Union “were reeling from an identity 

crisis precipitated by economic collapse.”  Anarchy exists everywhere Rall travels; “elderly people were starving to death as 

their nation sat atop untapped reserves of oil and natural gas.”  The U.S. is hated by the people because instead of getting rid the 

problem governments, the U.S. is helping them.  Rall lets us see the richness and disaster of Central Asia in his cartoons, photos 

and warns of the challenges that will be faced in the near future.  An outstanding read!      B.J. Neary   

 

Rannels, Melissa. Sew Subversive.  Newtown, Connecticut: Taunton Press, 2006.  1-56158-809-1. 186p. $14.95.  Gr. 7-12. 

With the renewed interest among young people in sewing, this volume is helpful for those who are just learning to sew as well 

as those who are experienced. It covers everything from beginning hand sewing through learning about selecting and using a 

sewing machine to refashioning old clothes into new ones. Included are many project ideas, with lists of items needed, 

techniques used, and a time estimate for completing the projects.  Lots of fun ideas for creative students.  Handicrafts 

            Nancy Chrismer 
 

Raymond, Carole. Student’s Go Vegan Cookbook: Over 135 Quick, Easy, Cheap, and Tasty Vegan Recipes. New York:  

 Three Rivers Press, 2006. 0-307-336353-0. 225p. $13.95. Gr. 7-12. 

As the subtitle promises, this book is filled with quick, easy, cheap, and tasty recipes. Even non-vegans will like most of these 

recipes.  There is an excellent introduction to vegetarian eating and good health, as well as an index. Topics covered include 

breakfast, snacks and dips, sandwiches, burgers, and wraps, soups and quick breads, salads, toppings, vegetables, beans and 

grains, pasta, stove-top meals, pizza and oven meals, and desserts and drinks. This is a wonderful resource for young people 

who are looking for healthy and tasty vegetarian fare.         Cookbook              Nancy Chrismer 

 

Redsand, Anna S.. Viktor Frankl: A Life Worth Living. New York: Clarion Books, 2006. 0-618-72343-0. 150 p. 

 $19.00. Gr. 9 up. 

This biography of Holocaust survivor Viktor Frankl is a worthy purchase for schools that spend time exploring individual 

Holocaust survivor experiences. Frankl’s formal pursuit of psychiatry was cut short by his imprisonment in Theresianstadt and 

Aushwitz, yet he managed to continue his studies by directly applying his conceptualized theory of psychotherapy called 

logotherapy with fellow prisoners. Through this therapy, prisoners were taught to look to the future, not delve in the past. 

Frankl went on to write the best-selling Man’s Search for Meaning in 1946. Crisp black and white photos, an author’s note, 

source notes by chapter, a bibliography with books, films, websites, further reading and a complete index are features that only 

add to this well-written story of a man who persevered and continues to help those who suffer through his 1946 book. 

           Sarah Braxton   
 

Reef, Catherine. E.E. Cummings. New York: Clarion Books, 2006. 978-0-618-56849-9. 149 p. $21.00. Gr. 9 up. 

Eccentric E. E. Cummings is brought to life in this interesting and informative biography. Even teens who are not familiar with 

his unique style of poetry will relate to Cummings’ rebelliousness after engaging with the photos, captions and excerpts that are 

expertly woven together by Reef in this fascinating book.      Sarah Braxton 

 

Ritchie, Donald A. Our Constitution. New York: Oxford University Press, 2006. 0-19-522385-3. 255p. $40. Gr. 8-12.  

This interesting and informative volume examines the US Constitution and its modifications from its conception in 1787 to the 

present. The major players, political climate, and events surrounding each article and amendment are explained in detail. 

Timelines illustrate the progress of relevant issues, by amendment.  Brief biographies of the delegates to the Constitutional 

Convention and a summary of “Supreme Courts decisions that shaped the Constitution” are appended. A glossary, further  

reading, websites and an index are included.           Michelle Stone 

 

 Richardson, Steffanie, ed. Capital Punishment. Detroit:  Greenhaven Press , Thomson/Gale, 2006.   
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  0-7377-2496-X.  119 p.  $28.70.  Gr. 7-10.   

 This book explains the many points of view about capital punishment.  It contains stories of people whose lives have  

 been disrupted by capital punishment and those who seek revenge with it.  Part of the Social Issues Firsthand series. 

        S. F., 10
th
 grade  Springfield High School (Delco) 

 

Roberts, James B. and Alexander G. Skutt. The Boxing Register. 4
th
 ed. Ithaca, NY: McBooks Press, Inc., 2006.  

 978-1590131213.  $29.95. 782 p.  HS-Adult.   

If you have boxing fans, this is the book for you. This is the International Boxing Hall of Fame’s Official Record Book, listing 

boxers from the early pioneers to the modern era.  Boxing’s governing bodies are included as well as the seamier side of boxing 

and a listing of boxing movies.         Sandra Krieg 

           

 Roessel, David and Arnold Rampersand, ed.  Langston Hughes.  New York:  Sterling Publishing Co., Inc., 2006.  978-1-

 4027-1845-8. 48p.  $14.95.  

Part of the Poetry for Young People’s series, this volume of Hughes’ poetry sings and dances.  Benny Andrews jazzy, vibrant 

illustrations provide the perfect accompaniment to Hughs’ poems.  Some of the poems, such as “Dream Variations”, are 

incorporated directly into the illustrations. Twenty six poems are presented, and their placement on colorful pages adds to the 

poems effect.  Each poem is introduced, giving readers insight into Hughs’ intentions or inspirations, and where necessary, 

definitions of words in the poem are given immediately after the poem.  An introduction to Hughs, his life and influences, 

precedes the poems.  This is an excellent introduction to poetry for young readers and a valuable addition to any Harlem 

Renaissance collection.            Rosanne Zajko  

           

 Rosen, Jared, and David Rippe.  The Flip: Turn Your World Around!  Charlottesville, VA: HamptonRoads, 2006.   

  1-57174-474-6.   242 p.  $20.36.  Gr. 9 & up. 

This practical self-help anthology from visionaries of the science, government, business, and entertainment fields guides 

readers to rebel against the materialistic mindset and take charge of their lives.  Advice to avoid many social ills are covered 

including over-eating, waste of natural resources, substance abuse, over-extending budgets, and warfare.  Readers are urged to 

change in mind, body, action, and spirit to lead a more sustainable life.   Recommended.   Candy  Blesing 

 

Salle, Rachel and Ellen Warwick. Junk Drawer Jewelry. Tonawanda, New York: Kids Can Press, 2006.  40p. 

1-55337-966-7. $6.95. Gr. 5-9. 

    For crafty students who might like to make their own jewelry, this short volume contains instructions and patterns for 

making jewelry out of “found” materials, such as hardware items, clear plastic tubing, guitar picks, cake decorations, audio 

wire, craft foam, duct tape, and much more. Projects require crafters to be able to use a glue gun, pliers, shrinkable plastic, 

eyelets, and more.  Handicrafts         Nancy Chrismer 

 

 Sapet, Kerrily.  Eleanor of Aquitaine: Medieval Queen. Greensboro, NC: Morgan Reynolds, 2006.  192p. $30.19.  Gr. 6-9. 

In a time when women were treated like property, Eleanor’s strong will and intellect made her one of the most influential 

figures of her age. Queen of both England and France, she fostered the development of art and literature at her court after 

inheriting control of one of the wealthiest regions on the continent. Though full of interesting accounts, this book offers a 

somewhat simplistic and often confusing account of a complex period of history.  Biography  Candy Blessing 

            

School Violence.  Detroit: Thomson Gale, 2007.  0-7377-3202-4.  108 p. $25.00 Grades 7-12. 

From the series, Writing the Critical Essay: an Opposing Viewpoints Guide, six new viewpoint essays point out that deadly 

shootings are not the only form of school violence. The problem of bullying and teasing is discussed as another reason for the 

escalation of violence in schools.  Section One viewpoints focus on the causes of – and potential solutions to –the problem of 

school violence. The second part of the book goes into detail about writing the five-paragraph essay and the cause-and-effect 

essay with three model essays (talks about writing the five-paragraph and types of cause-and-effect essay and shows essays 

from that format with helpful prefaces and tips about thesis statements, topic sentences and supporting details and creating an 

outline) Three essays deal with “Violence Hurts Our Schools, “Society is Not to Blame for School Violence,”  and the third, 

“The Anatomy of a School Shooting: The Case of Michael Carneal.”  The third section provides Appendices that support 

research material.  Includes full color photographs, graphs, political cartoons, and Organizations to Contact and an Index. Very 

helpful for helping students learn to organize ideas and arguments and to write essays, recommended for junior and senior high 

school.            B.J. Neary   

 

Scientific American Critical Anthologies on Environment and Climate: Critical Perspectives on Politics and the 

 Environment. Adair, Rick, Ed. New York: Rosen, 2007. 1-4042-0823-2. 224p. $31.95. Gr. 7+. 
This anthology of articles from Scientific American between 1993 and 2005, is divided into four sections: Myths and Methods 

(treaties and risk management); Domestic Troubles; Trade Combatants; and Brave New World, which looks at current and 

future issues. These articles might be available on your shelves and through your databases, but the collection is useful and 
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timely and will nicely meet the needs of high school science researchers and their teachers.  Other titles in the series include: 

Natural Disasters, The Oceans, Planet Earth, Pollution, World Climate, Energy and Power, Environmental Protection.   

           Joyce Valenza 

 

Sexually Transmitted Diseases. Detroit: Gale, 2006.  0-7377-3333-0  213p. $35.00.  Gr. 9-12. 

Opposing Viewpoints, Sexually Transmitted Diseases, offers four chapters of viewpoint essays dealing with the current conflict  

between conservatives and progressives over sex education and STD-prevention programs. “Are Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

a Serious Problem?”, “How Should the Government Educate Youths About STDs?”, “How Can Individuals Reduce the Spread 

of Sexually Transmitted Diseases?”, and “How Should the Global AIDS Crisis be Addressed?” address many diverse and 

contradictory opinions in a political, social and cultural forum.  Students should keep an open mind when reading the articles 

since there are many strong opinions individuals may disagree with.  Includes For Further Discussion, Organizations to 

Contact, and Index.          B.J. Neary 

 

Sheen, Barbara.  Flu.  Detroit:  Thompson Gale, 2006.  1-59018-675-3. 104p. $24.96. Gr. 7+.  Series:  Diseases & 

              Disorders 
Flu, like the other titles in this series, presents an overview of a particular disease or disorder, as well as a more detailed 

explanation of the medical symptoms, diagnosis and treatments.  The information is factual, with the medical and scientific 

explanations readily understood by students.  When possible, the historical events, such as the Flue Pandemic of 1918, are 

discussed so that students are able make a connection between the disease or disorder of the past and its recurrence today.  The 

future of the disease or disorder and steps that can be taken to avoid or improve treatment, are also presented.  The reviewed 

titles showed a difference in the number of scientific diagrams describing the disease or disorder.  Flu had only two while Brain 

Tumors had eight.  The diagrams are colorful and illustrate the medical explanations of the text.  Electron microscopy photos 

add interest.  Other color photos of people suffering from the disease or disorder add interest to the page but for the most part 

are superfluous in terms of information available.  Sidebar boxes explore topics in greater depth and a glossary, more extensive 

in some volumes than others, is useful.  The layout is attractive.  Includes an index, a Table of Contents, chapter notes, 

organizations to contact and further resources.  Titles reviewed:  Flu, Tuberculosis, Brain Tumors, Toxic Shock Syndrome and 

Strokes.  Recommended.            Rosanne Zajko  

           

Shugaar, Antony.  I Lie For a Living: Greatest Spies of All Times.  Washington, D.C.: National Geographic, 2006.  

  0-7922-5316-7. 189 p. $14.95. Gr. 7-12. 

With a foreword by Peter Earnest, Executive Director of the International Spy Museum and an introduction for those espionage 

readers who have a compulsive need to know how and why spies have evolved from ancient times to the present, this small, 

compact red, white and black book is arranged chronologically with short biographies and photographs of famous and little 

known spies. Readers will enjoy the information presented but will need to seek other books or reference works for more in-

depth biographical and historical information on the sixty two spies, operatives and secret agents covered in this look at 

fascinating spies throughout history.                                                      B.J. Neary  

 

Shulman, Polly. Enthusiasm. New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2006. 0-399-24389-5. 198p.  $15.99. Gr. 9-12. 
A wonderful story about friendship, this book tells the tale of Julie and her best friend Ashleigh. Julie narrates as she tells us 

about Ashleigh’s “enthusiasms.” It seems that Ashleigh lives her life in spurts of obsessions: candy-making, military strategy, 

reptiles,  ballroom dancing, and her current passion, the time period of Jane Austen and all of her characters, especially those 

from Pride and Prejudice.  Ashleigh convinces Julie to crash a dance at the neighboring boys’ school, in period costume of 

course, and the two friends are off on some funny and endearing adventures, involving some very special boys, of course. The 

usual misunderstandings, misalliances, and muddles resolve themselves in the end of this enjoyable teen story.                     

Teen Fiction/Romance          Nancy Chrismer 

 

Sides, Hampton.  Blood and Thunder. New York: Doubleday, 2006.  0-385-50777-1. 160p.  $26.95 Gr. 10-12. 

Hampton Sides’ saga about the legendary Kit Carson and his conquest of the American west from the 1820s to the 1860s is 

enthralling.  A must have for American History high school collections with excellent discussion of the subjugation of the 

Navajos and the heartless actions of pioneers who believed in Manifest Destiny at all costs.  Many characters are flawed and 

complicated which provides for suspenseful reading.   Biography     B.J. Neary  

 

Siegel, Siena Cherson. To Dance: A Ballerina’s Graphic Novel. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2006. 1-4169-2687-9. 64 p.     

 $9.99. Gr. 5-7. 

This is the story of the author’s love of dance that led her to a career with the New York City Ballet Company.  The colorful 

illustrations by Mark Siegel, add significant detail to the story. The story will inspire young dancers to work hard to achieve 

their goals. Graphic Biography     Michelle Stone 

  



PSLA TITLES FOR 2006      NON- FICTION 

 29 

Singer, Marilyn.  Cats to the Rescue : True Tales of Heroic Felines. New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2006.  0-8050-

 7433-3   154p. $16.95. Gr. 5-9. 

Anyone who is an animal lover will enjoy the many amazing cat stories from mighty mouse hunters, war heroes, world 

travelers, smoke detector (to name a few) that are exciting and edifying.  The illustrations in black and white by Jean Cassels 

are realistic and expressive.  I especially liked the “Survivor” chapter about the miracle cat, Precious surviving 9/11. The stories 

in this book radiate with the wonderful qualities cats possess:  patience, determination, intelligence and friendship.  B.J. Neary   

 

Souter, Gerry and Janet. The Founding of the United States Experience 1763-1815. New York: Presidio Press, 2006. 

 0-89141-899-7. 64p. $50.00. Gr. 5+. 
History buffs (and history teachers) will adore this beautiful package! Picture The Jolly Postman for historians.  Each section in  

this early history of our country is lavishly illustrated and filled with primary source accounts and memorabilia and documents  

(some of which previously unpublished) stuffed into clever pockets throughout the engaging text.  This would make a lovely 

gift and would be great fun for your history buffs who love to browse.       Joyce Valenza 

 

 Stanford, Eleanor, ed. Interracial America : opposing viewpoints.  Detroit:  Greenhaven Press, Thomson/Gale, 

  2006.  0-7377-2943-0.  205 p.  $34.95.  Gr. 7-10. 

 Collection of essays on how race affects America.  This book examines many different viewpoints and explains them 

 thoroughly.  It shows how kids today are less racist than their parents.  The book explains how immigration affects 

 racism.  Part of the ever-popular Opposing Viewpoints series.  S. F., 10
th
 grade Springfield High School (Delco) 

            

Steffof, Rebecca.  The Flowering Plant Division.  Tarrytown, NY:  Marshall Cavendish, 2006.  0-7614-18172. 91p.  

              $26.22.  Gr. 7+. Series:  Family Trees 
Steffof uses a simple example to illustrate angiosperms and scientific classification before discussing the evolution of plants 

and the appearance of flowering plants.  Most of what is known about angiosperms is recent knowledge, based upon DNA 

examination of living angiosperms.  The anatomy of plants, such as roots, stems and leaves, is easily understood and are 

supplemented by diagrams.  Life cycle and germination provide information for research; additional topics, such as the role of 

flowering plants and the challenge of conservation, extend the knowledge of the subject.  Color photographs taken by electron 

microscope provide a fascinating cellular look at flowering plants.  The layout is well balanced and includes color photos or 

diagrams on most two page spreads.  Includes a Table of Contents, a glossary, resources for more information and an index.  

Flowering plants.         Rosanne Zajko  

 

Stephens, Andrea. Boyland. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Fleming H. Revell,  2006. 0-8007-5953-4. 205p. $12.95.  

Gr. 6+. 

The author of Boyland has written this series directed at girls. While her advice is written with humor and honesty, it takes its 

focus from the New Testament. Librarians should be aware that the scriptures are often quoted.   One of the sections that seeks 

to explain why males think the way they do, has a sub-section entitled, Seeing Him the Way God Does. While written in a 

frank, conversational style, this book may be a questionable purchase for some libraries because of its heavy-handed religious 

references. Teenage girls-Religious life.        Ilene Goldis Grayev 

 

Stephens, Andrea, Glamour Girls. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Flemimg H. Revell, 2006. 0-8007-5968-0. $12.99. Gr.6+. 

All of the books in the B.A.B. E. series are written to give girls coming of age advice. This book has tips for living healthy and 

beautiful lives.The author has written advice on nutrition and make-up. As in her other titles, Andrea Stephens freely quotes the 

Old and New Testaments and makes references to Jesus Christ. Although this book is written in a style that would make it 

popular with adolescent girls, it may be a questionable purchase for a public middle or high school library. 

Teenage girls - Religious life.           Ilene Goldis Grayev 

 

Stewart, Gail B.  Forgery.   Detroit:  Gale, 2007.  1-59018-949-3. 104p. $25.00.  Gr. 7-12. 

A Crime Scene Investigations series, Forgery discusses the different kinds of art, personal check, identity theft, historical 

documents, religious artifacts and bank forgery that crime scene analysts investigate and solve. Discussed are the motives for 

forgery such as money, personal motivation and terrorism.  Those investigating forgery have a daunting task because there are 

many levels that must be scrutinized.  Some famous forgeries are detailed.  There are many color photographs, tables, and 

inserts black with For More Information section and Index.  Intriguing and recommended for information and research.   

            BJ Neary   

  

 Stoff, Laurie, ed.  The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union.  Detroit: Thomson Gale,  2006.  0-7377-2027-1. 117p. $27.96. 

 Gr. 9+   Series:  Opposing Viewpoints in World History 

The detailed viewpoints debated in this title assume an understanding of the political events prior to the fall of the Soviet Union 

and an understanding of Communism.  The introduction satisfactorily provides a broad overview that will help readers to place 

the viewpoints in context.  The chapters follow the arc of Communism, from the debate over the retention or overthrow of the 
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Russian monarchy through the analysis of why the Soviet Union collapsed.   The pros and cons of each viewpoint are 

presented, offering researchers an opportunity to view the historical events and policies from both points of view.  A glossary 

provides additional information on political terminology.  Includes a forward, an introduction, a chronology, information for 

further research and an index.          Rosanne Zajko  

 

 Sullivan, George.  Journalists at Risk: Reporting America’s Wars.  : Twenty-First Century, 2006.  978-0-7613-2745-5. 

 128p. $27.90. Gr. 6-9. 

Discusses the development of war time journalists/correspondents throughout U.S. History.  Mentions many of the individual 

names of famous correspondents, but the main focus is the development of the relationship between the military and the 

American press.  There are specific chapters devoted to World War II, Korean War, Vietnam War, Grenada and Desert Storm 

and finally on the War on Terrorism.  Sepia photographs help to tell the story.  A bibliography, notes, index, and a list of further 

readings and places to visit are provided.         Susan Krenicky 

 

Teen Addiction. Detroit: Gale, 2007.  0-7377-3265-2. 178 p. $35.00. Gr. 9-12. 

Contemporary Issues Companion, Teen Addiction, examines the breadth and scope of teen addiction (drugs, alcohol, tobacco, 

gambling) explores the factors (biological, environmental and social) that contribute to addiction, and debates what constitutes 

effective prevention and treatment.  Personal narratives of addiction and recovery are also presented.  The book gives good 

information on ways to prevent different addictions, treatment options and promotes awareness of abuse and addiction.  

Includes Organizations to Contact, and Index.       B.J. Neary  

           

Theories for Everything:An Illustrated History of Science. From the Invention of Numbers to String Theory.  Washington, 

 DC: National Geographic, 2006. 0-7922-3912-1. $40.00. 407p. Gr. 8+. 

This beautiful National Geographic survey, written by popular science authors, offers an historical introduction to the process 

of science, emphasizing nature’s riddles as mystery and inquiry. Langone introduces the concept of “theory” as a general truth 

(not supposition) about the natural world and he discusses the process of one reigning  theory gradually being overthrown by a 

more comprehensive one.  The title covers the areas of astronomy, physics, chemistry, geology, biology, and neurology.  It 

includes brief profiles, interesting sidebars, timelines, and many illustrations.  Great for background research and entertaining 

browsing.             Joyce Valenza 

 

The Third World. Detroit: Gale, 2006.  0-7377-2965-1. 230 p. $35.00. Gr. 9-12. 

Opposing Viewpoints Series, The Third World debates whether foreign involvement is helping or hindering the development of 

the Third World.  The first chapter talks about problems such as overpopulation, AIDS, hunger and obesity that the Third 

World faces.  Aspects of globalization in the Third World is argued and democracy is discussed in Africa, Latin America and 

Asia. The final chapter explores how the United States should assist the Third World.  Includes a Periodical Bibliography after 

each chapter, Discussion Questions, Organizations to Contact and an Index.    B.J. Neary  

 

They Teach That in College?  Chicago: College and Career Press, 2006.  0-9745251-1-1.  310 p. $19.95. Gr. 10-12. 

Students, parents, and guidance counselors will love the new, lucrative and fascinating careers that colleges now offer.  There 

are 77 chapters detailing unique, cutting edge majors with each major detailed, a list of typical courses that students will take, a 

list of potential employers, a list of colleges that offer the major and a list of organizations to contact for more information on 

the field.  Each has a section titled, “Potential Employers” under each major/career which brings to light what is realistic with 

such a unique major.  Also beneficial are the boxes titled, Did You Know, Fun Facts or Interviews that contain helpful 

information. The book includes School Index, Schools by State Index and Association/Organization Index.  College and 

Career            B.J. Neary   

 

Thompson, Tamara,  ed. The Elderly. Detroit: Greenhaven Press, 2006. 0-7377-2781-0. 242 p. $23.70. Gr. 9-12. 

In separate chapters this volume in the Current Controversies series addresses issues related to the rising elderly population, 

health care needs, and social security privatization. A fourth chapter discusses challenges that the elderly face such as 

discrimination and affordable housing. The list of organizations to contact provides a brief description, complete mailing 

address, phone and/or fax numbers, email, and web addresses. A glossary, book bibliography, and index are included. Primary 

source materials make this especially useful for reports and debates.             Elizabeth McChesney 

 

Tobien, Carl. Dancing Under the Red Star. Colorado Springs, Colorado: Waterbrook Press, 2006.   

 1-4000-7078-3. 317p. $14.99.  Gr. 9-12. 

 This is the inspirational, true story of Margaret Werner, the only American to survive Stalin’s gulags.  Written by her 

 son, this book tells how Margaret went to Russia with her parents in 1932 as part of a group sent by Henry Ford to aid 

 the Russians with their auto-making industry.  It gives an eyewitness view of Russia after the Bolshevik Revolution 

 and throughout the terrifying years of the Stalin regime in which literally hundreds of thousands of people were  

 arrested and imprisoned under brutal conditions.  Many did not survive.   Margaret’s story is fascinating and horrifying 
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 and uplifting all at the same time as she attributes inexplicable mercies that she received to God’s hand in her life.  

 Both she and her father were eventually cleared of any wrongdoing, but by then her father was long dead and she had 

 already spent nearly 10 years in Siberia.  Her mother, whose faith was unshakable, was her anchor.  Even Margaret’s 

 tale of how she left Russia and escaped the Iron Curtain, eventually making it back to the U.S. is compelling. 

  Biography    Pamela Kennedy, English/French Teacher, Juniata High School 
 

 Tracy, Kathleen. Henry Bessemer: Making Steel from Iron. Uncharted, Unexplored, and Unexplained: Scientific 

 Advancements of the 19
th
 Century. Hockessin, DE: Mitchell Lane, 2007.  0-58415-366-0. $19.95.  48 pp. Gr. 5-8+  

This biography focuses on Bessemer’s career in the context of his family’s business and the industrial revolution. There is not 

enough detail about the iron industry and the Bessemer process, however, for the book to be useful for high school as well as 

middle school students. Like other Mitchell Lane publications, this book has personal and international chronologies, further 

reading for young adults, a Works Consulted in good bibliographic format, a webliography of .orgs and .coms, and “FYInfo” 

pages on related topics (the Hittites’ use of iron, education, 19
th

 century inventions still in use, and the contributions of steel to 

land and sea transportation),. It also provides a good model for student research with quotations cited in Chapter Notes. A 

smaller font size is used for another 2006 series title, Auguste & Louis Lumiere and the Rise of Motion Pictures. As a result 

Lumiere has more information in the same number of pages than Bessemer and would therefore be more useful for high school 

students. In the series there are currently 26 titles about men (and a few women) of science, technology, and invention, but the 

audience level may be difficult to predict. Biography. Science History.    Eleanor Howe  

 

 Trumbauer, Lisa Trutkoff. A Practical Guide to Dragons. Renton, WA: Mirrorstone, 2006.  0-7869-4164-2.  unpaged. 

 $12.95. Grades 3-7. 
At last a field guide to dragons!  Readers of Eragon and other dragon lore will want to check this book out.  Inscribe by Sindri 

Suncatcher, the self proclaimed greatest wizard who ever lived, the reader will learn the “truth” about the evil chromatic  

dragons and the mighty metallic dragons.  Topics covered are dragon anatomy, dragon combat (useful to knights errant), 

dragon society (mostly solitary), language of dragons, and life cycles. Each type of dragon has a table of basic facts and well as 

a longer narrative description.  Dragons live in a variety of habitats.  Some are carnivores; others vegetarian.  Some are terrific 

parents; others leave the offspring to fend for them selves.   The illustrations are excellent, especially the anatomical renderings.  

Maps and cutaways of the different lairs will prove useful to the dragon hunter. Should you encounter a dragon this book will 

be very handy to determine your plan of action, should you have time.     Jeannie Bellavance 

 

Turning Points Actual and Alternate Histories: Colonial America from Settlement to the Revolution. Carlisle, Rodney P.  

 and Golson, J. Golson, Ed. ABC-CLIO, 2007. 1-85109-827-5.  266 p. $85.00. Gr. 9+. 
U.S. History teachers will love this “What would have happened if” collection for the much-studied colonial period.  Within 

each of the chapters for the 13 colonies, readers will find an introduction, a turning point, the actual history, an alternate history, 

discussion questions, and suggestions for further reading.  Among the alternatives: What if Pennsylvania became a German 

province?; What if the principles of religious freedom that led to the founding of Rhode Island failed?  This promises to be a 

valuable “counterfactual” series for high school, examining the provocative questions that make history interesting and helping 

students to identify pivotal turning points.  Other titles in the series include: Native Americans: From Prehistory to First 

Contact; Manifest Destiny and the Expansion of America; A House Divided During the Civil War Era; America in Revolt 

During the 1960s and 1970s; and The Reagan Era.  Highly recommended.     Joyce Valenza  

 

Turning Points – Actual and Alternate Histories:  Carlisle, Rodney P. and J. Geoffrey Golson, ed.  Native America 

 from Prehistory to First Contact. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2006.  978-1-85109-829-1.  240p. $85.00.  Gr. 9-12. 
Looks at the question of “What would have happened if…?” regarding various historical events surrounding the history and 

culture of North America beginning with the first migration of people.  The book examines what actually did happened and 

then the possible alternative sets of events that could have happened and the consequences that might have come from this 

alternative development.  These scenarios are known as counterfactuals.  Some topics covered are Peopling North America, 

Pacific Northwest Culture, Woodlands Culture, First Contacts, First Settlements, and more.  Native Americans.   

           Susan Krenicky 
 

Viegas, Jennifer. Pierre Omidyar: Founder of eBay. NY: Rosen, 2007. 1404207155. $31.95.  112 p. Gr. 4-7. 

Jennifer Viegas used newspaper and internet articles as well as books to gather the information about Omidyar, the founder of 

eBay.  It is a look at how a hobby grew into a multi-million dollar business. What started as three very different websites under 

the eBay URL, grew into one site as Omidyar realized it’s potential.  Students will find the story of how Pierre Omidyar 

evolved eBay into the powerhouse it is today interesting.           Sandra Krieg 

 

Viesturs, Ed with David Roberts. No Shortcuts to the Top: Climbing the World’s 14 Highest Peaks. New York: 

                Broadway Books, 2006. 0-7679-2470-3.  323 p. $23.95. Gr. 8-Adult. 
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This book is a fascinating view into the treacherous world of climbing. Fans of climbing and extreme sports will like this first-

hand account of some of the author’s most incredible climbs and the price extracted. Photos add emphasis making the account 

more personal.            Ginger Bardi 

 

 Wakabayashi, N. Clark.  The Little Big Book of Baseball. New York: Welcome Books, 2006. 1932183914. $24.95. 

  352 p. Gr. 5-Adult. 

 Wakabayashi has assembled an everlasting array of condensed but inspiring stories, legends and momentous anecdotes  

 which transport us through the historical highlights of baseball as seen through the eyes of its’ past and present  

 enthusiasts. The book includes excerpts, speeches, poems and even recipes memorializing the shaping moments in and 

 about the sport. It represents a tribute to the sacred traditions of baseball and what the institution has meant to our 

 grandparents and parents way of life. In fact, its’ legends are the heroes of every American generation; past, present   

 and future.              J. M., Senior, The Haverford School 

 

Waldman, Neil. Out of the Shadows: An Artist’s Journey. Honesdale, PA: Boyds Mills Press, 2006.  

1-59078-411-1. 144p. $21.95. Gr. 7-12. 
This excellent autobiography of a renowned illustrator author tells of Waldman’s early life and of how he got started drawing 

and painting. Easy to read but complex in detail about his early life and family difficulties, Waldman’s book is richly illustrated 

with his paintings and those of other talented family members.  A true gem of a book about a fascinating man.  Biography 

                                                           Nancy Chrismer 

 

Walker, Denise. Inheritance and Evolution. North Mankato, MN: Smart Apple Media, 2007.  978-1-58340-989-3. 48 p.  

$34.25. Gr. 7-10. 

This thin volume is well organized and clearly written. In each chapter the topic is defined and broken into subtopics, which are 

explained in three or less paragraphs. Inset boxes throughout the book either highlight interesting facts, allow readers to test 

their understanding of the chapter, or suggest topics for further investigation. In addition, six “time travel” boxes explain the 

history of important scientific advancements. Many color photos, charts, and graphs compliment the text. A glossary and index 

are included.                         Michelle Stone   

               

Wechsler, Doug.  Frog Heaven: ecology of a vernal pool.  Honesdale, Pa: Boyd’s Mill Press, 2006.  978-1-59078-253-8. 

 48p. $17.95.  Gr. 4-8. 

This book just begs to be picked up and read.  From the glossy pages to the stunning color photographs of a vernal pool to the 

readable scientific text, this title both informs and educates reader about a little known eco-system.  A vernal pool is a seasonal 

pond that fills and dries over the course of a year, and as the author notes, even when “it is not always fill of water, it is full of 

life.”  Wechsler, a wildlife photographer, studied a Delaware vernal pond and its changes through the four seasons.  The various 

species of amphibians and plant life that are dependent upon the pond are examined in detail, with an explanation of how the 

pond sustains them.  The dangers to vernal ponds from housing and highway development and from farming are briefly 

discussed, with suggestions on how to protect local vernal ponds.  The layout is attractive, with good balance between text, 

photos and white space.  Includes a glossary, suggested readings, web sites and an index.  This is an excellent addition to any 

collection.  Vernal pool ecology.                           Rosanne Zajko  

            

Weinstein, Lauren R.  Girl Stories. New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2006.  0-8050-7863-0.  237p. $16.95. Gr. 8-10. 

Lauren Weinstein uses the graphic novel approach to tell the embarrassing, funny, ups and downs of being a teenage girl.  The 

author takes us through the eighth and ninth grade trials and tribulations of growing up female.  Yearning to be popular; the 

issues of having weird parents, wanting to be sooo cool and boyfriend and girlfriend high drama at every turn are prominent in 

Weinstein’s book. The words and drawings depict the cruelty and kindness of teenagers. If you want to laugh out loud, you will 

certainly enjoy the author’s colorful comics, wry observations and unflinching look at teen life. Graphic Novel    B.J. Neary 

 

  What I Know Now: Letters to My Younger Self. Spragins, Ellyn, Ed. New York: Broadway Books, 2006. 0-7679-1789-8. 

 183 p. $17.95. Gr. 8+. 
What if you were able to stop right now and write a letter to your younger self?  What wisdom would you share?  This 

compilation of letters, from such famous women as Ann Curry, Madeleine Albright, Queen Noor, Rebecca Lobo, Mary 

Matalin, Cokie Roberts, Naomi Wolf, Jane Kaczmarek, Maya Angelous, Lee Ann Womack, Picabo Street, Olympia Dukakis, 

Macy Gray, and others (41 in all), is filled with moving insights and reveals much about the woman writing.  I wish someone 

had told me, as writer Lisa Scottoline writes, “Your hair matters far, far less than you think.”  Maya Angelou, as a young 

mother leaves home and the older Angelou assures of her eventual success and the need to return home every now and then.  

This would make a lovely graduation gift and provide thoughtful ideas to ponder for other classes.  Consider this as a cool 

model to inspire student writing.           Joyce Valenza 
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 Whiting, Jim.  The Life and Times of Benjamin Franklin.  Profiles in American History.  Hockessin, DE: Mitchell Lane, 

 2007.  0-58415-458-6.   $19.95.   48 pp. Grades 5-8.   

While this book is more of a full-life biography than the works by Joan Dash and Gordon Wood, it is briefer, less informative, 

and less engagingly written. Like books in other Mitchell Lane series, the text is supplemented by color period illustrations, a 

map, photographs, a chronology of Franklin’s life, a chronology of important American events from 1607 to 1848, and a  

glossary. Each chapter has a “FYI info” page on related topics such as Harvard University, William Penn, electricity, John Paul 

Jones, and the Constitutional Convention. This book also provides a good model of research for students with clear and 

correctly formatted citations in endnotes for quotations and a Further Reading section comprised of titles recommended For 

Young Adults, a relatively lengthy list of Works Consulted, and a list of mostly .edu and .org websites about Franklin in On the 

nternet. The 17 other titles in the series cover explorers, colonial Americans, patriots during the Revolution, two early 

Presidents, and Susan B. Anthony. American History. American Biography.      Eleanor Howe  

 

Whiting, Jim. The Life and Times of Benjamin Franklin. Profiles in American History Hockessin, De: Mitchell Lane, 

 2007. 1-58415-435-7. 48 p. $19.95. Gr. 4-8. 

This is a brief but fact-filled biography that will hold the interest of reluctant readers. Each chapter includes FYI pages of 

relevant topics that may spark students’ interest in American history.  Individual chapter notes, a chronology of Franklin’s life, 

a historical timeline, further reading, a glossary, and an index are included.                                      Michelle Stone 

     

 Whitelaw, Nancy.  Dark Dreams: The Story of Stephen King. Greensboro, NC: Morgan Reynolds, 2006.  1-931798-77-8.  

 128 p.  $30.95.  Gr. 9 and up. 

A satisfying, well researched biography for fans of the legendary master of horror.  Whitelaw includes some unique details 

about the author’s life, not all, which are flattering to his image.  The book shows how many historical events helped to shape 

King’s writing and subjects for his books.  Other highlights include many full-color photos, a timeline, lists of King’s major 

works and awards, and source notes.         Candy Blessing 

 

 

 Williams, Mary E. (ed.)  Adoption.  Detroit:  Greenhaven Press, Thomson/Gale, 2006.  0-7377-3301-2.  226 p. 

  $34.95.  Gr. 7-10.   

 Second edition of this collection of essays provides more up-to-date articles than the 2000 edition.  It give a lot of 

 information about  the legal and emotional aspects of adoption.  It was especially interesting to see the emotions that 

 people go through when the birth parents wan their child back.  Part of the Opposing Viewpoints series. 

        S. F., 10
th
 grade   Springfield High School (Delco) 

 

 Williams, Rita. If the Creek Don’t Rise: My Life Out West With the Last Black Widow of the Civil War, a Memoir. 

 Orlando, FL: Harcourt, 2006.   0-15-101154-0.   $23.00.  319 pp.   Grades 10-Adult.   

Rita Williams writes an engaging memoir of her childhood with Aunt Daisy in the mountains of Colorado, hundreds of miles 

from any other African American families. Despite the unfortunate circumstances that brought her to her Aunt ~ the 

abandonment of his family by her father and the death of her mother in a house fire when Rita was four~ she writes 

energetically and objectively without bitterness. Her feisty and moody Aunt Daisy offered little sympathy and was determined 

to make them both self-reliant. The memoir describes her family before her birth and follows Rita from her earliest childhood 

memories through several high schools and a teenage pregnancy. Ms. Williams has subsequently had a varied career, including 

writing. Her first book gives a vivid first-hand look at growing up African American in the rural west. African American 

Memoirs. American West Memoirs.         Eleanor Howe  
 

 Wilson, Derek. Charlemagne.  New York: Doubleday, 2006.   0-385-51670-3.  $26.00.  226 pp. Grades 10-Adult.   

Wilson presents a comprehensive and definitive biography of Charlemagne that includes both the world setting and family 

events. The introductory essay argues convincingly that Charlemagne created the concept of Europe that has remained to the 

current day by unifying an area that was then comprised of a variety of ethnic groups and petty kingdoms, a Catholic Church 

fractured between Rome and Constantinople, and threats from both the east and the expansion of Islam. He did it through 

energy, determination, a belief in his Christian religion and the superiority of his culture, military prowess, and the ruthlessness 

of a tyrant. Wilson also discusses the fall of the Carolingian empire and the mythologizing of Charlemagne. The text is 

supplemented by maps, color plates, a genealogical table, a chronology of events in both the Christian and Islamic worlds, 

chapter notes, and a bibliography of primary and secondary sources. Wilson, who lives in England, has also written biographies 

of the Rothchilds and Hans Holbein. Charlemagne. Biography.  European History. Dark Ages.  Eleanor Howe  

 

Wilson, Mike, ed. World Religion.  Detroit: Greenhaven Press, Thomson/Gale, 2006.  0-7377-2969-4.  236 p.  $34.95.   

 Gr. 7-12. 

A collection of 26 essays dealing with world religion.  Broad categories deal with such topics as the ability of the world's  

religions to solve global problems, evaluate scientific issues, and deal with wars and the promotion of aggression.  Appears to  
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be no earlier edition, and the essays deal with up-to-date issues.  Especially useful are the essays on the topics of genetic  

engineering and intelligent design.  Part of the Opposing Viewpoints series.    Pat Naismith 

 

Women’s Health.  Detroit: Gale, 2006.  0-7377-2468-4. 192p. $35.00.  Gr. 9-12. 

The Contemporary Issues, Women’s Health, helps illuminate some of the most important issues impacting women’s health 

such as breast cancer, heart disease, and weight issues.  Women’s reproductive health and mental health, and international 

women’s health issues are addressed in reports and essays.  Personal narratives included anorexia, postpartum depression and 

infertility. Useful and pertinent information for personal and student research. Includes For Further Discussion, Organizations 

to Contact, and Index.          B.J. Neary  

 

Woods, Michael and Mary B. Tornadoes. (Disasters Up Close). Minneapolis, MN: Lerner, 2007.  0822547147. $27.93.  

 64 p. Gr. 3-7. 

Looking for more material for tornado reports? Look no further. This slim volume covers how tornadoes form, how scientists 

can now predict them and what to do to prepare for one.  Images of the twisters, as well as the devastation they cause, are 

throughout the book.  A timeline of tornadoes, web pages to visit, and further resources are included. Sandra Krieg 

 

Weapons of Mass Destruction.  Detroit: Gale, 2006.  0-7377-2785-3. 212p. $35.00.  Gr. 9-12. 

In Current Controversies, Weapons of Mass Destruction, various authors debate whether weapons of mass destruction are the 

greatest threat to world security and whether Iraq was ever a WMD threat. Also debated is whether the proliferation of weapons 

of mass destruction can ever be stopped and how the United States can best defend itself from a WMD attack. Each chapter 

begins with a preface providing background and overview to the issues to be discussed such as nuclear terrorism, North Korea, 

Al Qaeda.  Excellent for student research and debate. Includes For Further Discussion, Organizations to Contact, and Index.  

                        B.J. Neary  
          

 Wood, Gordon S. Revolutionary Characters: What Made the Founders Different.  New York: Penguin, 2006.  1-59420-

 093-2.   $25.95.  321 pp.  Grades 11-Adult.  
The Pulitzer Prize winning author, a professor at Brown University, presents his views of the salient attributes of George 

Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, John Adams, Thomas Paine, and 

Aaron Burr. Wood’s introduction places these men in the context of their times: they were the first generation of a largely self-

made aristocracy in a new country with a new government, and they exemplified the social, moral, political, intellectual, and 

religious values of the enlightenment.  Each 20-35 page chapter, one on each founder, is a reworking of an earlier piece written 

by the author and is supplemented by abundant footnotes, many with references to primary sources, including correspondence 

and other papers of the principals. This interpretive rather than biographical history is best read and understood with a prior 

knowledge of persons, places, and events. American History.       Eleanor Howe  

 

 Wurdinger, Scott and Leslie Rapparlie.  Kayaking. Mankato, MN: Creative Education, 2007.  978-1-58341-397-5.   48 p. 

 $21.95 Grades 5+ 

Part of the new Adventure Sports, Kayaking offers quite a bit of information about this sport.  It will make good background  

reading for someone who is interested in pursing kayaking either in flat or white water. Wurdinger and Rapparlie explain the 

origin of kayaks, the equipment necessary, and the kinds of adventure available to a kayaker.   They even explain some of the 

paddling maneuvers and safety procedures.  Good information and great colorful action photos will inspire would be 

adventurers.  Back matter includes a glossary, recommended reading, web sites, and an index. Jeannie Bellavance 

 

Wurdinger, Scott.  Kayaking.  Mankato: Creative Education, 2007.   978-1-58341-397-5. 48p. $21.95. Gr. 5+. 

Kayaking—as appealing to extreme sports enthusiasts as it is to nature lovers.  Wurdinger discusses the history of the use of a 

kayak as a hunting vessel and its development as sporting equipment. Essential vocabulary is highlighted and explained within 

the text as well as appended in a glossary. This slim volume packs a wealth of information.  Elizabeth McChesney 

 

Yannuzzi, Della. New Elements: The Story of Marie Curie. Greensboro, NC: Morgan Reynolds Publishing,  

 2006. 1-59935-023-8. 144p. $28.98. Grades 6-9. 

This biography of scientist Marie Curie is a good addition to a library because it  tells the facts of Curie’s life within the context 

of the time period and the place where she worked, raised a family, and made remarkable discoveries. The author clearly points  

out to her audience the difficulties that M. Curie endured because of her gender. Although Yannuzzi does a good job of 

relaying the “facts” in a well-written, enjoyable style, it is clear that the author is grateful that she lives and works in this era. 

Black-and-white and colored photographs throughout the book enhance the text. The book contains a time-line and index which 

will help younger students with research. The book also brings readers up-to-date with current information about the honors 

that have been bestowed on the Curie’s. Women Chemists-Juvenile literature             Ilene Goldis Grayev 
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Young, Jeff C.  The Pony Express and its Death-Defying Mail Carriers. Berkeley Heights, NJ:  Myreportlinks.com, 2006. 

 1598450107. $33.27. 128 p. Gr. 5-9. 

Part of the MyReportLinks.com imprint of Enslow, this title provides the student with a timeline from the inception of the Pony 

Express to its last ride.  As pioneers and gold seekers continued to move west, there became a need to get mail to them. A 

number of ideas that were tried and failed are detailed here until the forming of the Pony Express in 1859.  Its first riders, its 

most famous riders and the many hardships faced by the riders are detailed.  Maps, illustrations and screen shots are included. 

                                Sandra Krieg 

  

 Zeinert, Karen, and Mary Miller.  The Brave Women of the Gulf Wars: Operation Desert Storm and Operation Iraqi 

 Freedom.  Minneapolis: Twenty-First Century Books, 2006.  0-7613-2705-3. 112 p.  $22.95.  Gr. 7 & up. 

The 2003 headline story of the three female POWs from the 507th Maintenance Company leads into this comprehensive 

exploration of the history, role, and controversy of women in the military and the events that led to the Gulf War conflicts 

(including women news journalists).   Black-and-white photographs combine with straightforward text to present an engaging 

addition to the ongoing political debate.  A reading list, timeline, and bibliography offer further exploration.  Candy Blessing 

 

SERIES: 

American Documents. Washington, DC: National Geographic, 2006, Grades 4-8. 

 Finkelman, Paul. The Constitution.  0-7922-7937-9. $15.95. 48 p.  

 McComb, Marianne. The Emancipation Proclamation.  0-7922-7916-6. 40p.   

Both books make these two documents readily accessible to students.  Short basic explanations and commentary allow the 

reader to understand these documents in context of the times they were written.  The visual layout of the books will greatly 

attract readers. The illustrations, artwork and archival photographs (Emancipation Proclamation) and informative side bars add 

depth to the text.  Each volume had the full text of each document, a glossary and index.  Articles 5-10 of the Fugitive Slave 

Act of 1850 are included in Emancipation Proclamation.  The primary material in these volumes will be immensely useful to 

young researchers.           Jeannie Bellavance. 

 

The American Saga Series. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow Publishers, 2006. 128p. $31.93. Gr. 4-7. 

           Stein, R. Conrad. The Industrial Revolution. 0-7660-2571-3. 

           Stein, R. Conrad. The New Deal. 0-7660-2570-5. 

           Worth, Richard. Colonial America. 0-7660-2569-1. 

Although these are traditional history books, color maps, photographs, reproductions, and drawings highlight specific details. 

Chapter notes provide sources. With a timeline, suggested reading, and Internet resources this material is likely to be useful to 

report writers.                    Elizabeth McChesney 

 

Banqueri, Eduardo. Our Planet. Philadelphia: Chelsea House Publishers, 2005. $28.00 each. 32 p. Gr. 7 – 9. 

 The Biosphere. 0-7910-9008-6. 

Life on Earth. 0-7910-9010-8. 

Secrets of the Earth. 0-7910-9011-6 

Space. 0-7910-9009-4. 

These four books are perfect for inquisitive middle students and students who are visual learners. Each volume begins with a 

four page introduction to the topic, but students will skip this to study the vivid two page entries on individual topics. In Life on 

Earth, the hierarchy of atoms to organisms, eukaryotic and prokaryotic cells and the creation of life are examples of difficult 

concepts that are clearly illustrated and labeled to promote understanding. Secrets of the Earth illustrates geologic processes, 

Space covers everything from the origin of the universe to the space shuttle, and The Biosphere covers ecosystems. Individually 

or as a set, you can’t go wrong with these science books for middle school students.                   Sarah Braxton 

 

Biomes of the Earth Series. New York: Chelsea House. 2006. 220-272 p. $39.50 each. Gr. 7-12. 

 Allaby, Michael. Tropical Forests. 0-8160-5322-7. 

 Day, Trevor. Oceans. 0-8160-5327-8. 

 Moore, Peter D. Wetlands. 0-8160-5324-3. 

These well organized volumes offer thorough coverage of their subject. Chapters define and discuss each biome’s geography, 

geology, biodiversity, ecology, and much more. The in depth coverage, readability and ease of navigation makes this set an 

excellent resource for biome research. Color photos and diagrams compliment the text. Each volume has a glossary and index.   

                                                                                                                                                                  Michelle Stone   

 

Decades of the 20
th
 Century in Color Series. Feinstein, Stephen. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow, 2006. 64p. $27.93. Gr. 5-8. 

          The 1910s from World War I to Ragtime Music. 0-7660-2631-0. 

           The 1920s from Prohibition to Charles Lindbergh. 0-7660-2632-9. 

           The 1930s from the Great Depression to the Wizard of Oz. 0-7660-2633-7. 
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           The 1940s from World War II to Jackie Robinson. 0-7660-2634-5. 

           The 1950s from the Korean War to Elvis. 0-7660-2635-3. 

           The 1960s from the Vietnam War to Flower Power. 0-7660-2636-1. 

           The 1970s from Watergate to Disco. 0-7660-2637-X. 

           The 1980s from Ronald Reagan to MTV. 0-7660-2638-8. 

           The 1990s from the Persian Gulf War to Y2K. 0-7660-2639-6. 

Each brief but informative volume features the lifestyles, entertainment, sports, politics, and science advancements that were 

prevalent during the decade. A condensed timeline, suggested reading, and index are appended. Of interest to browsers or 

useful as a starting point for reports.                 Elizabeth McChesney 

 

 

 

 Eye on Art… Series. New York: Lucent, 2006.  104 p ea. $31.30 each. Gr. 6+.  

  Kallen, Stuart A. The Artist’s Tools. 1-59018-957-4. 

  Kallen, Stuart A. Romanticism. 1-59018-962-0. 

  Mines, Cynthia J. Cubism. 1-59018-961-2. 

  Nardo, Don. Sculpture. 1-59018-966-3. 

  Parks, Peggy J. Impressionism. 1-59018-958-2. 

 Each title in this series provides an effective and clear overview of its topic. The information is presented in a  

 concise and clear fashion. Colored prints of famous works provide excellent pictorial examples of the topics covered 

 within each text. Each volume includes further reading and an index. I’ll definitely use these in my classroom.  

                                                                                                           Megan Goodwin, Sandy Run Middle School Art Teacher 

 

Family Trees Series. Tarrytown, NY: Marshall Cavendish, 2006.  91-95 p.  $32.93 each.  Gr. 6-9.  

 Stefoff, Rebecca. The Flowering Plant Division. 0-7614-1817-2. 

  Stefoff, Rebecca. The Primate Order. 0-7614-1816-4. 

 Zabludoff, Marc. The Insect Class. 0-7614-1819-9. 

 Zabludoff, Marc. The Protoctist Kingdom. 0-7614-18180-0. 

 Zabludoff, Marc. The Reptile Class. 0-7614-1820-2. 

Each title explains the given kingdom, class, or order in large text with many colorful photos. Topics covered include the 

subject’s classification, variety, defining characteristics, evolution, and other important facts.  Each volume includes a glossary, 

family tree, further reading, web sites and an index.                                                                                Michelle Stone 

             

Gray Matter: Exploring the Brain Series.  Philadelphia: Chelsea House Publishers,  2006. $35.00 each.  Gr. YA 

Hains, Bryan C.  Brain Disorders.  0-7910-8513-9 

Hudmon, Andy.  Learning and Memory.  0-7910-8638-0 

Morgan, Jennifer R. and Ona Bloom. Cells of the Nervous System. 0-7910-8512-0                                                     

 Morgan, Michael.  The Midbrain.  0-7910-8637-2 

Rosen, Marvin.  Meditation and Hypnosis.  0-7910-8515-5 

Rosen, Marvin.  Sleep and Dreaming.  0-7910-8639-9 

Saab, Carl Y.  The Hindbrain.  0-7910-8510-4 

Saab, Carl Y.  The Spinal Cord.  0-7910-8511-2 

Stoehr, James D.  The Neurobiology of Addiction.  0-7910-8574-0 

Tully, Elizabeth. The Forebrain.  0-7910-8509-0 

The ten volumes in this series explore the scientific background of the human brain and provides great research for high school 

students in biology, anatomy, health and sociology.  The authors of each volume have impressive credentials; the text is clear 

and concise providing case studies, with an emphasis on vocabulary, informative side bars and colorful historical photos and  

illustrations.  Also includes Glossary, Notes, Bibliography, Further Reading, Websites, Index and About the Author. A needed 

and timely addition to high school collections.       B.J. Neary   

 

Handyside, Christopher. A History of American Music Series.  Chicago: Heineman Library, 2006.  48p. $31.43. Gr. 6-9. 

           Blues. 1-4034-8148-2. 

           Country. 1-4034-8151-2. 

           Jazz. 1-4034-8149-0. 

           Rock. 1-4034-8152-0. 
Each volume in this series defines music as a reflection of the society in which it was created. Blues was the music of “hard 

times.” Country songs evolved from oral traditions in the Appalachian Mountains. Rock was a “white offshoot of black rhythm 

and blues.” Jazz was a melding of African, European, and North American influences. A timeline, glossary, list of additional 

resources, and index are included. Valuable resource for reports as well as for casual reading.                 Elizabeth McChesney 
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My name is… Series. Hauppauge, NY: Barron’s, 2006.  64 p.  $7.99 each. Gr. 4-8.  

 Bargalló, Eva and Violeta Monreal. Picasso. 0-7641-3393-4. 

 Cugota, Llius and Gustavo Roldán. Albert Einstein. 0-7641-3391-8. 

 Martín, Carme and Rebeca Luciani. Vincent van Gogh. 0-7641-3394-2. 

 Tello, Antonio and Johanna A. Boccardo. Leonardo da Vinci. 0-7641-3392-6. 

These biographies are interesting and unique. Each is written in the first person, from the subject’s perspective. Letters and 

other primary sources are used as the subject describes his life, work and the world in which he lived. Colorful illustrations fill 

the pages and describe the historical period. Each book includes a timeline of the subject’s life and important influences of the 

period.                                                                                                                                             Michelle Stone 

 

 

Opposing Viewpoints in American History. 2
nd
 Ed.  William Dudley, Ed. Farmington Hills, MI: Greenhaven, 2007. 

 0737731869.  226p. $39.95 each.  Grades 10+. 

Volume 1: From Colonial Times to Reconstruction 

Volume 2: From Reconstruction to the Present 

This 2-volume collection of primary documents is a staple for U.S. History teachers and students, especially those whose life 

involves DBQs.  Each volume contains more than eighty documents.  Documents are arranged in pro/con formats to illustrate 

key historic debates.  A chronology precedes each section. This second edition adds a number of significant new documents, 

 including sections devoted to September 11 and the Iraq War.  An essential for most high school libraries!  Joyce Valenza 

 

Opposing Viewpoints Series. Detroit: Greenhaven Press, 2006. 227p. $23.70. Gr. 9-12. 

          Carroll, Jamuna, ed.  Privacy. 0-7377-3415-9.  

           Egendorf, Laura K., ed. Food. 0-7377-3231-8.  

          Gerdes, Louise, ed. Rogue Nations. 0-7377-3421-3. 

        Haugen, David M., ed. China. 0-7377-3389-6 

          Williams, Mary E., ed. Mental Illness. 0-7377-2947-3. 

Each volume addresses four major issues, which are supported equally pro and con. A periodical bibliography completes each 

chapter discussion. The list of organizations to contact provides a brief description, complete mailing address, phone and/or fax 

numbers, and web address. A book bibliography and index are included. Excellent for research and debates.           

          Elizabeth McChesney 

 

The People  Behind the Science Series. New York: Chelsea House, 2006. $18.95.    

  McCutcheon, Scott and Bobbi McCutcheon. Space and Astronomy. 0-81605467-3. 192 pgs. Grades 8+ 

  Cullen, Katherine. Biology.  0-81605461-4. 170pgs. Grades 9+ 

The entries in this comprehensive collective biography series are arranged chronologically and present a good foundation of 

information about the men and women who were pioneers in their scientific fields. The preface and introduction frame the 

authors’ intent to include the significant contributions made by these notables. Helpful graphs, diagrams, chronologies, and 

photos are included with each entry. A “further resources” and detailed index appear at the end of each title in the series. The 

series title Pioneers in Science would be a good addition to a school library looking to enhance its science and/or its collective 

biography collection.  Biography                     Ilene Goldis Grayev 

 

Signature Lives Series.  Minneapolis, MN: Compass Point Books, 2006. 122 p. ea. $31.93 ea.    Gr. 5-9+.  

       American Frontier Era: 

    Rosinsky, Natalie M. Sarah Winnemucca; Scout, Activist, and Teacher.  0-7565-1003-1. 

          Gregson, Susan R. James Beckwourth: Mountaineer, Scout, and Pioneer.  0-7565-1000-7. 

          Gregson, Susan R. Sam Houston:Texas Hero. 0-7565-1004-X. 

          Haugen, Brenda. Geronimo: Apache Warrior. 0-7565-1002-3. 

         Doak, Robin S.  Zebulon Pike: Explorer and Scout. 0-7565-0998-X. 

        Modern America:  

        Cunningham, Kevin. J. Edgar Hoover: Controversial FBI Director. 0-7565-0997-1. 

          Burgan, Michael. Elizabeth Cady Stanton: Social Reformer. 0-7565-0990-4. 

          Somervil, Barbara A. Eleanor Roosevelt: First Lady of the World. 0-7565-0992-0.   

          Haugen, Brenda. Langston Hughes: The Voice of Harlem. 0-7565-0993-9. 

         Haugen, Brenda. Henry Gonzalez: Congressman of the People. 0-7565-096-3. 
This excellent biography series gives an overview of each person’s life, with attention to the most important events and 

influences. Each book captures the essence of the individual while placing that person in historical and cultural perspective. 

Each volume contains a timeline which places the individual’s life in contrast to important historical events.  The lists of 

additional resources include bibliographies, web sites, and historical sites. The book is well indexed, and has an introduction to 
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the time period as well as a table of contents. At the senior high level, this series could be used for students with low reading 

ability who need this information for research projects or for personal interest.    Nancy Chrismer 

 

Snapshots in History. Minneapolis: Compass Point Books, 2006. $31.93. Gr. 7 – 12. 

Anderson, Dale. The Tet Offensive: Turning Point of the Vietnam War. 0-7565-1623-4. 

Byrne, Paul J. The Cuban Missile Crisis: To the Brink of War. 0-7565-1624-2. 

Fitzgerald, Brian. The Korean War: America’s Forgotten War. 0-7565-1625-0. 

 Fitzgerald, Stephanie. Pearl Harbor: Day of Infamy. 0-7565-1622-6. 

 Langley, Andrew. Hiroshima and Nagasaki: Fire From the Sky. 0-7565-1621-8. 

 Langley, Andrew. September 11: Attack on America. 0-7565-1620-x. 

Books in the Snapshots in History series combine facts, photos and additional graphics in a smaller format (6” x 10”) that will 

appeal to students who are interested in war. Double page spreads are clean and well-organized, utilizing a simple framing line 

that unites the book title, chapter title, large photos, captions and sidebars. An additional effective organizing feature is the set 

of brackets that clearly identify quoted material. A timeline, glossary, Fact Hound web resources and complete index make 

books in this series ideal starting points for a report or History Day project. Accelerated Reader Reading Practice Quizzes 

available.           Sarah Braxton 

 

The World’s Top Tens Series. Mankato: Capstone Press, 2006. 32p. $23.93. Gr. 2-6. (Edge Books) 

           Healy, Nick.  The World’s Most Dangerous Bugs. 0-73685456-8.  

           Healy, Nick. The World’s Deadliest Sharks. 0-7368-5453-3.  

          Martin, Michael. The World’s Fastest Cars. 0-7368-5455-X. 

          O’Shei, Tim. The World’s Deadliest Diseases. 0-7368-5452-5. 

           O’Shei, Tim. The World’s Most Dangerous Stunts. 0-7368-5457-6. 

In a countdown format each volume features the top ten for the subject with an explanation of why/how it was chosen. At the 

number ten spot for bugs is the puss caterpillar that injects a poison capable of causing paralysis. Taking the number one spot is 

the mosquito. Generally annoying, yes, but capable of spreading malaria. In Africa, “a child dies from malaria every 30 

seconds.”   Students will be drawn to the full-color graphic photos. Give these to reluctant readers.      Elizabeth McChesney 

 

Williams, Mary E.  Writing the Critical Essay series -Opposing Viewpoints series.  

  Abortion – An Opposing Viewpoints Guide (Persuasive Essay). San Diego: Greenhaven Press, 2007. 978-0-7377- 

  3576-5. Gr. 7-10. 

 Global Warming – an Opposing Viewpoints Guide (Cause and Effect Essay). Detroit: Greenhaven Press  

  Thomson/Gale, 2006. 0-7377-3210-8. 96 p.  Gr. 7-10. 

This series provide examples, analysis, and guidance in essential elements of effective essay writing with emphasis on the five-

paragraph essay.  Each book in the series focuses on a particular type of essay, from narrative to persuasive.  Based on writing 

similar to that found in the Opposing Viewpoints series, the text not only provides good information about a current 

controversial topic, but a method of essay analysis that includes selecting words for emotional impact, employing rhetorical 

questions for persuasive effect, arranging the argument and the evidence.  The text in each of these volumes includes an 

introduction to the general topic used in the guide; a selection of essays that include a few questions to help the reader analyze 

the author’s purpose and technique; model essays with highlighted comments and questions to guide the reader in 

understanding thesis and topic sentences and the use of supporting details; writing exercises to guide students in writing their 

own essay.  The books contain lists of resources for further information, including a list of organizations, a bibliography and an 

index to the text.   Highly recommended.       Erika Thickman Miller    
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